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The Honorable Herb J. Wesson
President of Los Angeles City Council
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Honorable Council Members,

The Los Angeles Police Department, Olympic Area Vice Unit, reviewed the request for a new
ABC license at the Fresh & Easy store, located at 3183 Wilshire Boulevard, Unit 173. This
is not the first time this location has sought an ABC license. The first ABC license that was
granted was in February 2009 and at that time there were significant concerns from the Police
Department and the community regarding the sales of alcohol in the neighborhood.

In 2009, this immediate area was struggling with gang violence, drug dealing, loitering and
vagrancy for years. These problems led to an increase of police patrol and the beginning of the
"Business Improvement District" in the vicinity in an attempt to decrease crime and increase
safety.

The address, 3183 Wilshire Boulevard, lies in census tract 21111.20 and according to the
California Department of Alcohol Beverage Control there are 14 active ABC licenses within
1000 feet of the subject site. In addition to this, there are 11 sensitive land uses, such as churches
and schools located within 1000 feet of the location.

Since 2009, the Olympic Community Police Station was built and crime in the area has
decreased; however, the same concerns remain. The Olympic Area Vice Unit is continually
challenged with public safety concerns due to the sheer number of existing ABC locations.
There are over 462 ABC locations within the approximate six square miles that encompasses
Olympic Division.

The Fresh & Easy store lies within LAPD's Reporting District (RO) 2029. The boundaries
------"0'f'"fRJ"J2029 are "VermontAvenue on the west, 3rd $treet allthe rrorttr; Hoover Avenue on the

east, and Wilshire Boulevard on the south. The Olympic Area Crime Analysis Unit provided
statistics from January 1,2012, through December 31,2012, which showed there were 118
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calls for service and since January 1, 2013, there have been 13 calls for service at 3183 Wilshire
Boulevard. The incident types were a variety including intoxicated males and females, assaults,
batteries, and more specifically thefts and robberies at the actual "Metro Fresh" store who held
the prior license. In addition to this, there were 21 crime reports taken at the same location for
the year of2012, with an additional two for the year 2013. Due to increased crime along the
Wilshire Corridor, Olympic Area has utilized their resources and has deployed additional patrol
vehicles during the day and evening hours to decrease crime in the area.

The Los Angeles Police Department, Olympic Area, opines that granting an ABC license in this
case will.adversely affect the welfare of the immediate surrounding businesses and community
members who frequent the area, For these reasons, the Department is opposed to the granting of
this ABC license.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. Should you have any questions or concerns,
please contact Sergeant Julia Vincent, Olympic Vice Unit, at (213) 382-9495.

Very truly yours,

CHARLIE BECK
Chief of Police

TINA M. NIETO, Captain
Commanding Officer, Olympic Area


