
FROM: Jaime de la Vega, General Manage
Department of Transportation

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

DATE: March 13, 2013

TO: The Honorable City Council
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall
Attention: Honorable Bill Rosendahl, Chair, Transportation Committee

SUBJECT: SAFETY ISSUES POSED BY VEHICL S BLOCKING THE
INTERSECTION

SUMMARY

This report responds to the City Council direction to address safety issues related to
vehicles blocking intersections and the "grid-lock law", 22526 (a) of the California
Vehicle Code (CVC). City Council requested the Los Angeles Police Department
(LAPD) and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) report back to the
Transportation Committee.

RECOMMENDATION

Transportation Committee receives and files this report.

DISCUSSION

LADOT traffic officers, in 2008, attempted to enforce 22526 (a) CVC by using video
recordings, in which the intersections would be video recorded and those on the video
found to be in violation would be mailed parking tickets for violation of the grid lock law.
The program was called "Unlock the Box". However, in an opinion of the City Attorney's
office at the time, and based on pending litigation against the city, we were advised not
to utilize this enforcement method.

Prior to the economic crisis, LADOT grid lock enforcement consisted of two
components; the first were called "Tiger Teams" where groups of officers would focus
on peak hour (tow-away lane) enforcement, thus clearing the lanes for use by
commuters. The second component was the use of "Traffic Officers at Key
Intersections", also known as "TOKI" to facilitate the flow of traffic. The officer would
keep the "box" clear and stop traffic from entering if it was believed they could not clear
the intersection.
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Due to the loss of enforcement personnel and the need to increase parking enforcement
efforts city-wide, the second component was stopped in favor of increased parking
enforcement. In part, this decision was based on the need for additional city revenues.
The department still actively enforces and tows vehicles from the peak period lanes.
In considering the deployment of traffic officers to issue citations to vehicles in the "grid",
we have considered the following:

• Most citations issued would be considered as "drive-aways" as the officer
would not be able to finish the citation before the vehicle moved beyond
the grid. This would create a high volume of adjudication work to be
completed, as challenges to these citations would likely be high and
information contained in the citation would be limited to license plate and
description.

• Traffic officers do not have the authority to stop and/or detain a motorist to
issue a parking citation. Moving violations (personal service citations)
may be issued under this same section, but they must be issued by sworn
law enforcement (LAPD).

• It is believed LADOT would sustain heavy criticism and/or challenges for
issuing these "parking violations" and not simply directing traffic as we had
done previously. This is due to the fact the traffic officer would have to
enter' the flow of traffic to obtain the vehicle information, thus becoming a
traffic hazard and distraction themselves. We believe it could be argued
the traffic officer might as well help the vehicles through the intersection
rather than cite vehicles for blocking it.

• Enforcement of a parking violation, while the vehicle is occupied, is also
against current LADOT policy of seeking compliance before issuing a
citation. For example, if an officer comes across a violator in a red zone
or in a tow away zone, the traffic officer is trained, as part of good public
policy, to seek compliance by asking the violator to move (comply with the
law). If the driver complies, we do not issue the citation.

BACKGROUND
The following council motion (C.F. 12-1885) by Councilmembers LaBonge and
Rosendahl was adopted by the City Council on December 5,2012:

Instruct the (LAPD) and (LADOT) to report to the Transportation Committee:

1. Relative to efforts to enforce California Vehicle Code 22526 (a) which makes
blocking an intersection a parking violation.

2. In conjunction with the Police Department, relative to the safety issues posed by
vehicles blocking intersections.



Honorable City Council - 3 - March 13, 2013

FISCAL IMPACT

Undetermined; potential increase in revenue if the citations issued are paid
uncontested. Should traffic officers perform "TOKI" duties, there is potential loss of
revenue.
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