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October 28, 2013 
 
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 Temple Street 
Los Angeles,  CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors Yaroslavsky and  Ridley-Thomas:      
 
I am writing on behalf of the Westside Neighborhood Council (WNC) representing 
approximately 80,000 stakeholders in the Century City, Cheviot Hills and Rancho Park area. 
 
In light of the proposed recommendation by Supervisor Don Knabe to support the Bay-Delta 
Conservation Plan (BDCP), we are writing to inform you that there is strong opposition to the 
BDCP and the proposal to build twin tunnels or any such conveyance facility to divert the 
Sacramento River. A decision by the Board of Supervisors is rushed and untimely, considering 
that the full Environmental Impact Report has yet to be released, the Cost-Benefit Analysis is 
completely absent from the approval process, and the Board of Supervisors has not consulted 
with leading water experts on the restoration of the Sacramento Bay-Delta that have a differing 
opinions on the BDCP. Nor has the Board considered any of the far more cost efficient 
alternatives proposed by these groups. 
 
The tunnels project, estimated to cost $54.1 billion with financing, is unnecessary when more 
efficient regional and local projects are considered. Instead, it would benefit a few powerful 
interests at the expense of ratepayers and taxpayers in Los Angeles County. We urge you to 
withhold support from the BDCP, which will unfairly increase urban water rates and taxes, and 
will siphon funding away from investments in local water projects that would improve the 
reliability of our water supply.  
 
Los Angeles County does not need to import more water. In the City of Los Angeles, the 
largest urban water user in the county, water demand has remained constant for 30 years 
despite a population growth of 1.4 million people. Additionally, water use has dropped 16% 
percent in the last few years alone. In fact, LADWP’s 2010 Urban Water Management Water 
Plan calls for purchasing less imported water as it is becoming more expensive, and prioritizes 
increasing local water sources such as storm water and cleaning and replenishing groundwater 
aquifers. Increasing our local supply and fixing local infrastructure are cost-effective measures 
that create local jobs. As these necessary investments will cost billions of dollars, ratepayer 
money should not be wasted on unnecessary tunnels, especially in a bad economy.  
 
Action by the Board of Supervisors is needed to ensure ratepayers and taxpayers are not 
harmed.  
Therefore, we urge the Board of Supervisors to oppose motion #6 to support the Bay-Delta 
Conservation Plan (BDCP). At the very least, the Board should delay consideration of this 
measure until they review extensive information about the cost to LA County ratepayers, 
alternatives, and to hear from the significant opposition to this in LA County. As LA County 
cities already intend, Southern California cities need to repair and augment their local water 
supply. Such allocation of ratepayer funds would improve water reliability, reduce our need for 
imported water and improve our local economy. We should not waste money on a project that 
was defeated by California voters in 1982.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Terri Tippit 

 
Terri Tippit, Chair 
 

 


