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Council Members Koretz and Huizar 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3239 
VIA FAX fKTfULxZ

RE: Support for Resolution 13-0002-S58 (Koretz-Huizar)

Dear Council Members Koretz and Huizar:

On behalf of Heal the Bay and our 15,000 members, we are writing to convey our strong support for 
Resolution 13-0002-S58 (Resolution). This Resolution would state the City of Los Angeles’ strong 
opposition to Assembly Bill (AB) 1337 (Allen) and support legislation to implement a statewide approach 
to eliminating the use of single-use plastic bags.

AB 1337 would prohibit cities, counties and public agencies from adopting, implementing or enforcing an 
ordinance, resolution, regulation or rule that bans single-use plastic bags and imposes a fee, tax, or other 
charge for single-use paper bags. Without offering an alternative, AB 1337 would roll back years of 
progress that 72 local California jurisdictions have made to reduce the economic waste and environmental 
impacts that single-use carryout bags create.

Billions of single-use plastic bags are used in California every year.1 Despite both voluntary and statewide 
efforts to implement recycling programs, the statewide recycling rate for plastic bags remains around five 
percent;2 the majority of single-use plastic bags - even if reused once or twice by consumers - end up in 
our landfills or as part of the litter stream, polluting our inland and coastal communities.

If the City of Los Angeles finalizes its single-use plastic bag ordinance this spring it will join dozens of 
local governments, including the County of Los Angeles, Glendale, and Long Beach that have already 
adopted single-use bag ordinances.3 Many of these ordinances have changed consumer behavior and have 
resulted in an increased use of reusable bags, a more sustainable alternative to single-use bags. For 
example, Los Angeles County announced that its ordinance which bans plastic carryout bags and charges 
for paper carryout bags, and became fully effective in 2012, has resulted in a 94% reduction in. overall 
single-use bag usage (both plastic and paper).4

AB 1337 inappropriately ties the hands of municipalities trying to create effective policies for their 
communities without offering an alternative policy to address the significant economic and environmental

1 “Shopping? Take Reusable Bags!” CalRecycle. 23 Nov. 2011. Web. 28 Mar. 2013.
<http://www.calrecvcle.ca.gov/publiced/holidavs/ReusabieBags.htm>.
2 County of Los Angeles. Dept, of Public Works. Los Angeles County Plastic Bag Study: Staff Report to the Los 
Angeles County Board of Supervisors. Aug. 2007: 2. Print.
3 51 ordinances covering 72 California jurisdictions have been adopted. “Plastic Bags: Local Ordinances.” 
Californians Against Waste. Web 28 Mar. 2013.
<http://www.cawrecydes.org/issues/plastic_campaign/pIastic_bags/local>.
4 “About the Bag Website.” Los Angeles County. Web. 28 Mar. 2013. 
<http://dpw.lacountv.gov/epd/aboutthebag/index.cfm>.
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issues associated with single-use carryout bag waste. Therefore, we support the Resolution opposing this 
bill and encouraging comprehensive legislation to implement a statewide approach to eliminating the use 
of single-use plastic bags.

Thank you for your leadership on this critical issue. .

Sincerely,

Kirsten James
Science & Policy Director, Water Quality
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