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REPORT OF THE
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANAL YST

DATE: January 7, 2013

TO: Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations
Committee

SUBJECT: Resolution (Englander - Zine) to oppose legislation to transfer to private use the
NASA owned land at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory Site until cleanup and
remediation is complete.

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Englander - Zine) to include in the City's
2013-2014 Federal Legislative Program OPPOSITION to any legislation or administrative action
which would transfer to private use NASA owned land at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site
in Ventura County until all cleanup and remediation of the site is complete.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Englander - Zine), introduced December 14, 2012, advises that the Santa Susana
Field Laboratory (SSFL) site has primarily been used for testing and developing liquid-
propellant rocket engines for the United States space program and has incurred extensive soil and
groundwater contamination as a result of the testing. Currently NASA and the California
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) have a consent agreement that requires NASA
to clean its portion of the SSFL site to background levels, an effort that is expected to be
completed in 2017. However in spite of this agreement, in 2010 NASA declared this property to
be excess federal land - the initial step towards a transfer of ownership - and as a result has
received interest from the Santa Ynez Band of Churn ash Indians regarding purchase of the land.
The Resolution articulates that the Santa Ynez Band of Churnash Indians may not be subject to
the consent agreement between NASA and the California DTSCand that the transfer of this land
to private use may jeopardize the completion of ongoing cleanup and remediation efforts. The
Resolution therefore seeks to include in the City's Federal Legislative Program opposition to any
legislation or administrative action which would transfer to private use NASA owned land at the
Santa Susana Field Laboratory site in Ventura County until all cleanup and remediation efforts
are complete.

BACKGROUND
The Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) site is a complex of research and development
facilities located in Ventura County that from 1949-2006 was used primarily for testing and
developing liquid-propellant rocket engines for the United States space program. During this
time the site was also used for the testing and development of nuclear reactors as well as the
operation of a US government-sponsored liquid metals research center. In the 1970s, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) acquired approximately 450 acres of
land at the SSFL site. The Resolution (Englander - Zine) argues that prolonged testing over
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numerous decades has led to extensive soil and groundwater contamination at and around the
SSFL site, including pollution from trichloroethylene, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAI-Is), dioxins, and heavy metals.

In 2007 the California State Senate passed SB 990, which established cleanup standards for the
Santa Susana Field Laboratory site. Included in SB 990 was the requirement that responsible
parties, consisting of Boeing, DOE, and NASA, all engage in appropriate consent agreements of
acceptance and cleanup compliance. In September 2010 DOE and NASA signed a consent
agreement to adhere to stringent cleanup standards and to cover all associated costs. Per the
agreement, cleanup and remediation efforts are projected to reach completion in 2017.

On December 12, 2012, the federal Environmental Protection Agency released data to the public
showing that in spite of ongoing cleanup and remediation efforts, some samples of surface soil
collected at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site exceed standards outlined in the 2010 consent
agreement between NASA and the California DTSC. EPA researchers collected 3,735 samples
of mostly surface soil and found that of those, 500 contained concentrations of radioactive
materials that exceeded what is currently accepted to be background standards - or naturally
occurring levels. The majority of the samples contained Cesimn-137. There were 153 samples of
Stronium-90, some of which reached levels 284 times higher than background levels. Cesium-
137 and Stronium-90 are both radioactive elements that are considered to be dangerous to human
health when present at high levels.

DEP AR TMENTS NOTIFIED
None

BILL STATUS
No legislation currently pending
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Attachment: Resolution (Englander - Zine)
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RULES) ELECTIONS & INTERGD

RE SOL UTI 0 N DE'C 1 11 2012

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal
governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, in the 1970s, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
acquired over 450 acres in Ventura County at the Santa Susana Field Laboratery site, which is
surrounded by property owned by the Boeing Company, and used the land to test liquid fueled
rocket engines; and

WHEREAS, as a result of that testing, there is extensive soil and groundwater
contamination at and around the site, including pollution from trichloethylenePt.Bs, PAHs,
dioxins, and heavy metals; and

WHEREAS, NASA and the California Department of Toxic Substances Control haven
consent agreement that requires NASA to clean its land to background levels} and clean-up
operations are ongoing and incomplete; and

WHEREAS, despite this, in 2010 NASA has declared its land as excess federal property
- the first step towards transferring the land to a new owner - and has recently received interest
from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians about acquiring the site under the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act; and .

WHEREAS, it is important that the clean-up plan for the site as required by the consent
agreement between NASA and the Department of Toxic Substances Control be fully completed,
and the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians may not be subject to the State's regulatory clean-
up requirements;

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT :R.:ESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that
upon the adoption of this Resolution,the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2013-2014
Federal Legislative Program OPPOSITION to any legislation or administrative action which
would transfer to private use the NASA owned land at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site in
Ventura County until all clean up and remediation of the site is complete.

PRESENTED BY;

SECONDED BY:


