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RE: SUPPORT ENGLANDER/ZINE SANTA SUSANA RESOLUTION 13-0002-S6 

Dear Councilmember Garcetti,

ACME (Aerospace Contamination Museum of Education) is in full support of 
Councilmember Englander's resolution (MOT 13-0002-S6), seconded by Councilmember 
Zine, regarding cleanup of the contaminated Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL).
Efforts to transfer the land, for whatever purpose, before full cleanup has been completed 
can interfere with or block that full cleanup. NASA has entered into an Agreement on 
Consent (AOC) with California to clean up all contamination above background. Efforts to 
transfer the land should not occur until the AOC cleanup is complete.

A similar resolution was recently passed by the Ventura County Board of Supervisors.We 
support the resolution in part because it addresses the environmental contamination at the 
headwaters of the Los Angeles River which begin near the ALFA test stands in the 
NASA/GSA-controlled portion of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory.

We fear that any change in ownership of NASA's land prior to it being fully cleaned up 
pursuant to the cleanup agreements, including to the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians 
who might not be subject to the state-federal cleanup agreement, or to any other entity, 
would open the door to the possibility that the contamination would not be fully cleaned 
up and therefore continue to threaten our communities. No transfer to any entity, private 
or public, should be considered until completion of the cleanup to the AOC requirements.

Thank you for your time and consideration, to help ensure a proper cleanup of the Santa 
Susana Field Laboratory.

Sincerely,

William Preston Bowling 

Founder ACME

310-428-5085
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Councilmembers
Los Angeles City Council
City Hall
Los Angeles, CA

by email

Re: SUPPORT for Englander/Zine Resolution. 13-0002-S6. Assuring Full Cleanup of Santa 
Susana Field Laboratory Before Transfer

Dear Councilmembers:

We write in strong support of the resolution introduced by Councilmember Mitch Englander and 
seconded by Councilmember Dennis Zine to protect the residents in the area around the Santa Susana 
Field Laboratory (SSFL) by assuring that the contamination at the site is fully cleaned up and the 
obligations in the Administrative Order on Consent (AOC) for that cleanup are completed before any 
transfer of the land is contemplated. The resolution was unanimously approved last month by the 
Committee on Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations. We urge the full City Council to 
approve it.

Our involvement in pushing for thorough cleanup of that site goes back a thud of a century. In 
1979, we publicly disclosed that a partial reactor meltdown had occurred at SSFL, long kept secret. It 
was subsequently revealed that three other reactors at the site had suffered accidents. None of the reactors 
had containment structures, so radioactivity could readily be released into the environment. There were 
also numerous nuclear fires at the “Hot Laboratory” which handled irradiated nuclear fuel from around 
the country; radioactively and chemically contaminated materials had for years been burned in open pits, 
with the contamination falling out in the surrounding area; and thousands and thousands of rocket tests 
additionally resulted in very large amounts of toxic chemicals being released into air, water, and soil.

The UCLA School of Public Health conducted a many-year study of cancers among the workers, 
finding significantly elevated cancer deaths rates associated with their exposures. The Agency for Toxic 
Substances Disease Registry (ATSDR) found elevated levels of key cancers in the offsite population 
associated with their proximity to the site. Earlier studies had found elevated rates of bladder cancers the 
closer one lived to SSFL. Several years ago, US EPA recommended consideration of the facility for 
listing as a Superfund site, the national list of the most contaminated locations in the country, and the state 
legislature placed it on the state Superfund list around the same time. In short, the place is a toxic mess
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The City of Los Angeles has a long history of pushing for Ml cleanup of SSFL; its lawsuit was 
instrumental in achieving the historic AOCs mandating that cleanup; and the City should continue to play 
its constructive role in assuring that those AOCs which it helped bring into being are fully carried out 
before there is any transfer of SSFL land. We thus strongly support this resolution and urge you to do the 
same.

Sincerely,

/s/

Daniel Hirsch 
President
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