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BRIEF SUMMARY:

WHEREAS the West Hills Neighborhood Council (WHNC) is an advisory body to
the City of Los Angeles under the City Charter and West Hills is the nearest com-
munity in the City of Los Angeles to the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site, and

WHEREAS West Hills is the community in Los Angeles that is most likely to be
affected by contamination from the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) site and
by cleanup efforts that include truck traffic to and from the site, airborne contami-
nation and emissions, potential groundwater contamination, and contaminates in
the groundwater that may have a potential for vapor intrusion, and

WHEREAS during the past years the West Hills Neighborhood Council has
received and considered many documents describing the plans for the clean up of
radioactive and chemical contaminants in the soil and ground water at the Santa
Susanna Field Laboratory, and several members of the WHNC have attended many
meetings hosted by DTSC, Boeing, DOE and others regarding the dean up plans.

BE IT RESOLVED that the WHNC respectfully advises the Los Angeles City
Council to request a dean up plan to a level that is safe for people, without risk to
their health from contact with the soil, inhalation of dust; or the ingestion of plants
or vegetables grown there, that preserves the habitat plants, wildlife, wildlife cor-
ridor, historically significant aerospace sites, Native American sacred sites, archeo-
logical sites and artifacts, without exposing nearby communities to any undue dan-
ger.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

PUBLIC HEALTH AND PUBLIC SAFETY SHOULD BE THE MOST IMPORTANT
CONSIDERATIONS RELATIVE TO THE CLEAN UP OF THE SSFL SITE!

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) must assist public agencies in
evaluating any potential significant adverse effects upon the environment that
might be caused by various methods of dean up and transportation of contaminat-
ed soil, structures, etc.

Although the West Hills NeighberhoodCouneil'does not support that the SSFLsite
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ever be used for residential purposes, the radioactive and chemical contaminants at the SSFLshould be
cleaned up to a level safe enough for people to spend significant time there without undue risk to their
health from contact with the soil, inhalation of dust, or the ingestion of ground and surface water,
plants or vegetables grown there.

The cleanup must ensure the freedom from contamination of those living in surrounding communities
due to contaminants being spread by wind, ground water flow, groundwater vapor intrusion, etc, both
during and after clean up. There is concern that contaminated dust created by the excavation of soil
will be carried by the wind to Bell Canyon and West Hills and could create respiratory problems or
Valley Fever for the residents during the cleanup and possibly thereafter. Work must be suspended on
windy days to prevent the possible spread of dust born contaminants by wind and thus minimize this
risk to surrounding residents.

On-site remediation is much preferred over removing and replacing soil, due to the increase in traffic
and risks resulting there from, wear and tear on the streets, additional contaminants to the air from
truck exhaust, and possible exposure to transported contaminants to people along the truck route.
There is concern that the thousands of truck trips required for the clean up will increase the risk of harm
to children along the truck route. For trucks traveling from Woolsey Canyon to the 118 Freeway to the
hazardous waste sites, a more direct route going northeast on Valley Circle from Woolsey Canyon is
much preferred than having the trucks driving south on Valley Circle from Woolsey Canyon to Roscoe
Blvd east to Topanga Canyon Blvd and north to the 118 Freeway. This is because, from a public safety
perspective, the northeast route is much less densely populated and is approximately 21,.2 miles short-
er.

The habitat, plants, wildlife, the wildlife corridor, and Native American archeological sites and artifacts
must be preserved and not negatively impacted in any way. Historically significant aerospace sites
should be preserved to the extent that doing so will not impede the cleanup beneath them or increas-
ing risk to people spending time on the site in the future.

Sincerely,

~fJd~
Dan Brin
President and Co-Chair
West Hills Neighborhood Council
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