
February 20, 2013 
 
Councilmembers Wesson, LaBonge, and Huizar 
Members 
Committee on Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
Los Angeles City Council 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
I write in support of the resolution by Councilmember Englander (13-0002-S6) to oppose any 
effort to transfer NASA land at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory until the contamination has 
been fully cleaned up pursuant to the Agreement on Consent between NASA and the State of 
California. 
 
The site is heavily contaminated by decades of sloppy environmental practices. Highly toxic 
materials pollute soil, groundwater, and surface water, posing a risk to people who live nearby. 
 
Transferring the land prior to completing the promised cleanup makes no sense. 
 
I urge your support for this sensible resolution. There should be no transfer--for any purpose--
until the soil cleanup required by the Agreement on Consent has been completed. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Brian Lindquist 
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           20 February 2013 
 
 
Councilmembers Wesson, LaBonge, and Huizar 
Chair and Members 
Committee on Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
 by email 
 
 Re:  Englander Resolution, 13-0002-S6, Assuring Full Cleanup of Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
         Before Transfer 
 
 
Dear Chairman Wesson and Committee Members LaBonge and Huizar: 
 
 We write in strong support of the resolution introduced by Councilmember Mitch Englander to 
protect the residents in the area around the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) by assuring that the 
contamination at the site is fully cleaned up and the obligations in the Agreement on Consent for that 
cleanup completed before any transfer of the land is contemplated.   
 
 Our involvement in pushing for through cleanup of that site goes back a third of a century.  In 
1979, we disclosed that a partial reactor meltdown had occurred at SSFL, long kept secret.  It was 
subsequently revealed that three other reactors at the site had suffered accidents.  None of the reactors had 
containment structures, so radioactivity could readily be released into the environment.   There were also 
numerous nuclear fires at the “Hot Laboratory” which handled irradiated nuclear fuel from around the 
country; radioactively and chemically contaminated materials had for years been burned in open pits, with 
the contamination falling out in the surrounding area; and thousands and thousands of rocket tests 
additionally resulted in very large amounts of toxic chemicals being released into air, water, and soil.   
 
 The UCLA School of Public Health conducted a many-year study of cancers among the workers, 
finding significantly elevated cancer deaths rates associated with their exposures.  The Agency for Toxic 
Substances Disease Registry (ATSDR) found elevated levels of key cancers in the offsite population 
associated with their proximity to the site.  Earlier studies had found elevated rates of bladder cancers the 
closer one lived to SSFL.  Several years ago, US EPA recommended consideration of the facility for 
listing as a Superfund site, the national list of the most contaminated locations in the country, and the state 
legislature placed it on the state Superfund list around the same time.  In short, the place is a toxic mess 
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and needs to be finally cleaned up, after all these years of delays, so that the public in the region around 
the site can finally be protected. 
 
 The City of Los Angeles, along with the Committee to Bridge the Gap (CBG) and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council (NRDC) , successfully sued in federal court in opposition to Department of 
Energy (DOE) efforts to leave the great majority of the contamination unremediated and just walk away 
from the bulk of the contamination.  Jude Samuel Conti ruled in favor of the City, CBG and NRDC, and 
that ruling helped motivate DOE and NASA to stop their efforts to leave most of the contaminated soil 
uncleaned up and finally agree to a full and thorough cleanup.  The City played a major role in that 
tremendous accomplishment. 
 
 Thus, in December 2010, after long negotiations, the State of California, DOE and NASA entered 
into legally binding Agreements on Consent (AOCs) for cleanup of the DOE and NASA portions of the 
SSFL property.  Two public comment periods resulted in approximately 3800 comments in favor of the 
agreement and about fifteen against.  The AOCs were an extraordinary victory, whereby DOE and NASA 
agreed to clean up to background, in effect, cleaning up all contamination that was detected.  The 
agreements were designed to put an end to years of dispute between California (and the City of LA) and 
the federal agencies responsible for the contamination and just focus on getting the cleanup done—by 
2017. 
 
 It must be noted, however, that Boeing, responsible for the remaining portions of the land, has 
resisted energetically cleaning up most of the contamination for which it is responsible.  A few allies of 
Boeing within NASA and DOE have similarly continued to try to frustrate the obligations in the AOCs 
their agencies signed.  But the AOCs are legally binding agreements; the City was instrumental in 
achieving them; and all who are concerned with protecting public health and safety should do all in our 
power to assure that they are fully carried out. 
 
 That is why recent efforts by the General Services Administration (GSA) to try to transfer the 
NASA land now, before cleanup is completed, are so troubling.  There is absolutely no reason to try to 
transfer contaminated land before it is cleaned up—unless one is trying to obstruct the cleanup promised 
in the AOCs.   
 
 Councilmember Englander is absolutely right—there should be no transfer until the cleanup 
mandated by the AOCs is complete. Get it cleaned up fully; protect the people living nearby; then figure 
out what use that cleaned-up land should best be put to.  But transferring now, before cleanup is complete, 
carries with it an unacceptable risk that the transfer would end up interfering with or stopping the cleanup 
required under the AOC. 
 
 We understand there is some consideration of slight clarification of the resolution language, to 
make clear that there should be no transfer, for any purpose or to any entity, until the soil cleanup required 
by the AOC is completed.  We think that would be a useful tweak.  The Chumash, for instance, have 
expressed interest, but as a tribe, under the umbrella of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, it is not clear if they 
would be considered private.  And whatever use they may now say they would wish to put the land to, 
there is little to stop it later from being used for, say, a casino.  Similarly, the National Park Service has a 
policy against accepting contaminated land.  One should thus simply not transfer to any entity until it is 
cleaned up pursuant to the AOC.  Once the AOC cleanup is complete, one can consider transfer, and there 
is a greater chance one could indeed make a transfer that is in the best public interest.  But fundamentally, 
it is not in the public interest to transfer that land to anyone until the AOC cleanup obligations have been 
completed. 
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 The City of Los Angeles has a long history of pushing for full cleanup of SSFL; its lawsuit was 
instrumental in achieving the historic AOCs mandating that cleanup; and the City should continue to play 
its constructive role in assuring that those AOCs which it helped bring into being are fully carried out 
before there is any transfer of SSFL land. We thus commend Councilmember Englander for his leadership 
on this issue, strongly support his resolution, and urge you to do the same. 
 
 
          Sincerely, 
           
          /s/ 
 
          Daniel Hirsch 
          President 
 
 
cc:  Councilmember Englander 
 
           
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


