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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules,
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Assault Weapons Ban (AWB) prohibited for ten years the sale of 19
types of semi-automatic military-style guns, including AK-47s, and was signed into law by
President Clinton in 1994 and expired in 2004; and

WHEREAS, without the approval of Congress and the President the ban ended, allowing these
weapons to return to the streets where they have been used as tools of mass murder capable of
killing dozens of people in minutes without the need to reload; and

WHEREAS, California Senator Dianne Feinstein and other members of Congress have proposed
reauthorization of the federal assault weapon ban for an additional ten years and to expand the
definition of assault weapons; and

WHEREAS, California is one of a handful of states that has its own state law banning assault
weapons. SB 23, the 2000 California Assault Weapons Ban, bans the manufacture, sale and
possession of every weapon that fits the generic definition of assault weapons under the bill. SB
23 is stricter than the Federal AWB in that it lowers the threshold at which a weapon is
considered an assault weapon. The California ban on assault weapons remains in place despite the
lapse of the federal ban.

WHEREAS, prior to the ban, semi-automatic assault weapons had become the "weapon of
choice" for drug traffickers, gangs and paramilitary extremist groups; and

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers are at particular risk from these weapons because oftheir
high firepower and ability to penetrate body armor; and

WHEREAS, The United States Attorney General has suggested that re-instituting a U.S. ban on
the sale of assault weapons would help reduce the bloodshed in Mexico, where thousands of
people including law enforcement officers were killed in drug-related violence; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles must do all that it can to prevent gun violence on our
streets;


