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SUBJECT: Resolution (Koretz - Garcetti - Krekorian) and Resolution (Zine - Wesson) in
support of legislation that would reinstate and strengthen the Federal Assault
Weapons Ban

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - Garcetti - Krekorian) and Resolution
(Zine - Wesson) to include in the City's 2013 - 2014 Federal legislative Program SUPPORT for
legislation that would reauthorize and strengthen the 1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban.

SUMMARY
On January 13,2013, a Resolution (Koretz - Garcetti - Krekorian) was introduced in support of
the renewal of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban. The Resolution states that military-style
firearms have been used in a spate of mass murders across the United States, and that it is time
for action to be taken to curtail access to these types of weapons. The Resolution further states
that Senator Feinstein has committed to introducing legislation to reinstate and strengthen the
1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban, which expired in 2004.

In addition to the above Resolution, another Resolution (Zine - Wesson) was introduced in
support of legislation to renew the Federal Assault Weapons Ban. This Resolution states that
Assault Weapons pose a unique threat to law enforcement, and prior to the 1994 ban, were the
weapons of choice for drug traffickers, gangs, and paramilitary extremist groups. The
Resolution further states that assault weapons from the United States are being used in Mexico's
bloody drug war, and that the City of Los Angeles must do all that it can to prevent gun violence.

Both Resolutions state that military-style assault weapons are a dangerous and unique class of
weapons that are designed to kill, and thus pose a significant threat to the safety of the
community and law enforcement officers. The Resolutions, therefore, seek an official position
of the City of Los Angeles to support Senator Feinstein's legislation to reinstate and strengthen
the 1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban, or any similar legislation, which would reduce the
availability of military-style assault weapons in the United States.

BACKGROUND
On December 17, 2012, Senator Diane Feinstein stated that she intends to introduce a new
Federal Assault Weapons Ban (AWB) in the 113th Congress, which was seated January 3rd

, 2013.
Senator Feinstein was a sponsor of the original 1994 AWB, which expired in 2004. The
proposed AWB is a response to the recent spate of mass-murders across the United States,



including the tragic massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newton, Connecticut. In that
incident, as well as many other mass shootings across the country, the attacker used an assault
weapon.

An assault weapon is a rifle, or other selective fire or semi-automatic firearm that has some or all
of the following features: it can accept detachable high-capacity magazines (which can hold
more than 10 rounds of ammunition), has a pistol grip, a bayonet lug, a flash suppressor and a
folding or collapsible stock. These weapons are commonly modeled after the AK-47 rifle and
the M-161M-4 rifles, which are weapons that are issued to soldiers around the world and
designed for combat. The possession of fully-automatic and selective-fire weapons, which can
be toggled from full-automatic to semi-automatic firing modes, is strictly controlled in the
United States, but possession of a semi-automatic variants of assault rifles is not. While these
semi-automatic assault rifles do not have as high a rate of fire as rifles capable of automatic fire,
semi-automatic rifles can still be fired very quickly and are incredibly deadly.

Military-style assault weapons are popular with perpetrators of mass-shootings. In addition to
the shooter at Sandy Hook Elementary, the suspect in the Aurora Colorado movie theater
shooting had an assault rifle, as did the individual who opened fire in a crowded mall outside of
Portland, Oregon. These weapons are also popular with paramilitary criminal organizations,
most notably Mexican drug cartels, who smuggle weapons from the United States to Mexico to
be used in their war against the Mexican government. Assault weapons also pose a significant
danger to law enforcement officers, as, if coupled with certain types of ammunition, assault rifles
are capable of piercing body armor. Further, law enforcement officers are often not equipped to
deal with criminals wielding these types of weapons.

To address the dangers posed by assault weapons, Senator Feinstein's proposed legislation bans
the sale, transfer, importation or manufacturing of over 120 named weapons, and certain other
semi-automatic rifles, shotguns and pistols that have military characteristics. Rifles with anyone
assault weapon feature would be considered an assault weapon and be subject to the ban. The
ban would also prohibit large capacity magazines or other feeding devices, as well as rifles with
fixed magazines that can accept more than 10 rounds. In addition to limiting types of weapons
available, the ban would also prohibit so-called "bullet buttons" and thumb-hole stocks, which
are designed to skirt assault weapon bans.

The proposed AWB is designed address the availability of military-style assault weapons; it does
not seek to infringe upon the rights of hunters and sportsmen. 900 specifically-named weapons
used for hunting and sporting purposes would not be subject to the ban, and existing legally
owned assault weapons would be grandfathered in. Manually-operated, antique and permanently
disabled weapons would also be exempt from the proposed ban. This strikes the balance
between protecting the rights of citizens to own and use firearms for legal means, while limiting
the availability of the most dangerous weapons to criminals.
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This legislation would help limit the availability of military-style assault weapons, which pose a
significant threat to the community and law enforcement, as well as high capacity magazines
which enable mass murderers to fire off multiple rounds without stopping to reload.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect. to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental
body or agency must have first. been adopted in the form ofa Resolution by the City Council with
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

\VHEREAS, deadly mass shooting sprees in this country seem (0 be increasingly frequent
- and are made far easier to accornpl ish by the presence of assault weapons. The frightening ease
of access to military-style assault weaponry is a serous and continu ing threat to the safety of the
public and that of law enforcement personnel. Sanity, safety and care for our fellow human
beings dictate that we support and adopt legislation to ban such weaponry; and

WHEREAS, assault weapons have been used to murder dozens of innocent people in
recent months, including twenty children and six adults at Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut; two volunteer firefighters responding to a call in New York; and two
individuals in a mall outside of Portland, Oregon; and

WHEREAS, regarding the tragic calamity in Newtown, countless people across the
country have felt devastated for the many victims and their loved ones and community. We've
cried in sorrow. We've sent our earnest thoughts and prayers. Now, our nation must also act.
We need to lessen this scourge of violence, by expanding our mental health services and figuring
out how better to identify at-risk individuals, but also by removing tools of viole lice from the
reach of the dangerous and unstable and eliminating the presence of mass killing machinery; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has supported reasonable gun control legislation in
the past, including calls for the reinstatement of the Federal Assau It Weapons Ban (Council File.
09-0002-S42, Council File 12-002-S78); and

\V1-lEREAS, California Senator Dianne Feinstein has stated that she will introduce a new
version of tile Federal Assault Weapon Ball, which will reinstate and strengthen the 1994 Assault
Weapons Ban and close loopholes that allowed individuals to skirt the previous law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence ofthe Mayor, that by
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 20 J 3 - 2014
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT of Senator Feinstein's legislation to reinstate and
strengthen the 1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban, or any other similar legislation, which would
reduce the availability of ult weapons in the United States.

CO-PRESENTED BY ~~-+-+~--~r- CO-PRESENTED BY a~
ERIC GARCETTJ

Council member. 13lh District
PAUL KORETZ

Councilmernber, 51h District
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WHEREAS, any official position ofthe City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules,
regulations, or policies proposed to 01' pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Assault Weapons Ban (A WB) prohibited for ten years the sale of 19
types of semi-automatic military-style guns, including AK-47s, and was signed into law by
President Clinton in 1994 and expired in 2004; and

WHEREAS, without the approval of Congress and the President the ban ended, allowing these
weapons to return to the streets where they have been used as tools of mass murder capable of
killing dozens of people in minutes without the need to reload; and

WHEREAS, California Senator Dianne Feinstein and other members of Congress have proposed
reauthorization of the federal assault weapon ban for an additional ten years and to expand the
definition of assault weapons; and

WHEREAS, Cal ifornia is one of a handful of states that has its own state law banning assault
weapons, SB 23, the 2000 California Assault Weapons Ban, bans the manufacture, sale and
possession of every weapon that fits the generic definition of assault weapons under the bill, SB
23 is stricter than the Federal AWB in that it lowers the threshold at which a weapon is
considered an assault weapon, THe California ban 011 assault weapons remains in place despite the
lapse of the federal ban,

WHEREAS, prior to the ban, semi-automatic assault weapons had become the "weapon of
choice" for drug traffickers, gangs and paramilitary extremist. groups; and

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers are at particular risk from these weapons because of their
high firepower and ability to penetrate body armor; and

WHEREAS, The United States Attorney General has suggested that re-instituting a U.S, ban on
the sale of assault weapons would help reduce the bloodshed in Mexico, where thousands of
people including law enforcement officers were killed in drug-related violence; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles must do all that it can to prevent gun violence on our
streets;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, th<ll-by the
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its)o·triOltVFederal
Legislative Program, SUPPORT legislation that would reauthorize th~,....feaeralass5lti1twe~p6il~
ban to reduce the avai lability of assault weapons in the Unite...d.S~atesand .:,~;~'l.(.;j/ i //
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