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SUBJECT: Resolution (Parks - Perry) in support of legislation that would strengthen gun
control laws in the State of California, as well as federal legislation that would
reinstate the Federal Assault Weapons Ban

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Parks - Perry), to include in the City's 2013 -
2014 State Legislative Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that would
strengthen gun control measures in the State of California, and to include in the 2013 - 2014
Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of federal gun control legislation,
including a renewed Assault Weapons Ban.

SUMMARY
On January 8, 2013, a Resolution (Parks - Perry) was introduced to support or sponsor legislation
that would increase gun control efforts in California and to support or sponsor federal gun
control efforts, including a reinstatement of an Assault Weapons Ban (AWB). The Resolution
states that crimes involving guns, and the ease of access to firearms and ammunition are serious
problems in California and the United States; and, further, that the tragic murder of twenty
children and six adults by a man wielding an assault rifle at Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut, has caused Americans to critically examine the pervasiveness of gun
violence in the country.

The Resolution states that multiple members of the California State Legislators are committed to
strengthening gun control measures in the state, including the regulation of ammunition sales and
strengthening the California AWB. At the federal level, President Obama, Senator Feinstein,
and others, have also committed to efforts at strengthening gun control measures, including a
renewal of the Federal AWB. An outline of proposed federal legislation can be found in Council
Files 13-0002-S7 and 13-0002-S8.

The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position of the City of Los Angeles to support or
sponsor legislation that would strengthen gun control laws in the State of California, such as
restricting the types of firearms that can be purchased, and regulating ammunition sales, which
will help reduce the incidence of gun related violence; and, an official position of the City of Los~ ~ ~
Angeles to support or sponsor federal legislation to enact gun control measures, including a
renewed Federal Assault Weapons Ban.



In addition to the legislation that has already been introduced, Assembly Member Kevin De
Leon has announced that he plans to introduce legislation requiring anyone wishing to purchase
ammunition in California to first obtain an ammunition purchase permit, which would be issued
by the California Department of Justice, valid for one year from the date of issuance. To obtain
the permit, the holder will have to pass a background check and pay a license fee. Currently, the
City of Sacramento has a background check requirement for ammunition purchases, and Los
Angeles requires sellers to maintain purchase records and check a buyer's identification.

BACKGROUND
Multiple bills concerning gun control have been introduced in the California State legislature.
On December 18, 2012 SB 47 (Yee) was introduced, in order to close a loophole in the
California AWB. Specifically, SB 47 would prohibit the use of the bullet button, and other
devices designed to work around the state ban, that allow ammunition magazines to be quickly
changed out on military-style assault weapons such as AR-lSs and AK-47s. Under SB 47,
featured weapons would only be allowed to have low capacity magazines (less than 10 rounds),
that could not be changed without dissembling the weapon. Essentially, ammunition could only
be loaded into a weapon from the top of the weapon, one round at a time, making the loading
process much slower.

In addition to SB 47, SB 108 (Yee) was introduced on January 14,2013. SB 108 proposes the
regulation of the storage of weapons. SB 108 would require all firearms to be properly stored
when not in the possession of the owner. Current law only requires that gun owners own a
trigger lock or safety lock box for their weapon, but does not require the safety device to be used
on an idle firearm. SB 108 would specifically require that all guns be properly stored with a
trigger lock or in a lock box at a residence when the owner is not present. This would limit the
possibility of unauthorized individuals from using the weapon.

Further, On December 20, 2012 AB 48 (Skinner) was introduced to regulate the sale of
ammunition in California. The proposed legislation would establish procedures and restrictions
on the sale of ammunition comparable to those that currently cover gun sales. The legislation
would ban kits that convert guns into illegal assault weapons, require ammunition sellers to be
licensed and to report ammunition sales to the California Department of Justice, and require
large ammunition purchases made over a short time period to be reported to local law
enforcement. A state-wide registry of ammunition purchases would be established, and, as in
gun purchases, purchasers of ammunition would have to show identification when attempting to
make a purchase.

This package of proposals will strengthen gun control in California, and ensure that it is more
difficult for criminals to get access to ammunition. In addition, a loophole allowing individuals
to obtain military-style assault weapons would be closed, doing much to keep these weapons off
the streets of California
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SB 47 (Yee) introduced
AB 48 (Skinner) introduced
SB 47 referred to the Committee on Rules
SB 108 (Yee) introduced
AB 48 referred to the Public Safety Committee
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council

. with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, crimes involving guns and the ease of access to firearms and ammunition
are serious problems in California and the United States; and

WHEREAS, the tragedy that OCCUlTedat Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown
Connecticut, where twenty children and six adults were senselessly murdered by an individual
with an assault rifle, has caused Americans to critically examine the pervasiveness of guns and
gun violence in the United States; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the problems of gun violence in California, Slate
legislators have proposed various new gun control measures, incl uding the regulation of
ammunition sales, the banning or the sale of weapons to mentally ill individuals, and a new gun
permit system; and

WHEREAS, President Obama and members of Congress have stated that renewed efforts
to limit gun violence in the United States will be a priority in the next congress, and the President
has signaled support for a new Assault Weapons Ball; and

WHEREAS, increased gun control measures would help limit access to weapons by
individuals who may commit violent crime, and protect the safety of the general public;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED) with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by
the adoption of this Resolution, the Ci ty of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2013 - 2014 State
Legislative Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that would strengthen gun
control laws in the State of California, such as restricting the types of firearms that can he
purchased and regulating ammunition sales, which will help reduce the incidence of gun related
violence; and

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 20]3 - 2014 Federal
Legislative Program SUPPORT or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that would institute new gun
control measures, including reinstatement of a Federal Assault Weapons Ban which would
restrict access to military-style assault weapons like the one used at Sandy Hook Elementary
School.
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