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February 14, 2013 
 
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl 
200 N. Spring St., Room 415 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE:  SUPPORT ENGLANDER/ZINE SANTA SUSANA RESOLUTION 13-0002-S6 
 
Dear Councilmember Rosendahl, 
 
The Southern California Federation of Scientists, SCFS, is an interdisciplinary organization of 
scientists, engineers, scholars and concerned citizens dedicated to providing independent scientific 
and technical analyses and expertise on issues affecting science, society and public policy. Founded 
shortly after the Second World War by former Manhattan Project scientists, we have been dedicated 
to applying science in the public interest and in particular, to reducing nuclear risks. 
 
We have been involved in the cleanup of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL) for over three 
decades, providing comment and analysis on the site's contamination and potential impact on the 
surrounding area and on the pressing need for full cleanup. 
 
It is our consensus that NASA must not attempt to transfer its property at the lab, to any entity, until 
the contamination has been fully remediated as it committed to do so in 2010 when it entered into an 
agreement on consent with the Department of Toxic Substances Control. That agreement requires 
cleanup to background, a very important and sensible requirement which should be fulfilled before 
anyone thinks of transferring that land. 
 
SCFS therefore strongly supports the resolution introduced by Councilmembers Englander and Zine 
(13-0002-S6) for the City of Los Angeles to oppose transfer of NASA’s property at the SSFL until the 
site is completely cleaned up. Please note that a similar resolution has been approved by the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Decades of questionable practices and a series of accidents at SSFL have resulted in contamination 
of soil and groundwater by materials that are carcinogenic and can produce other negative health 
consequences. This contamination does migrate offsite, as in the case of stormwater leaving the 
facility, which has routinely violated permissible concentrations of pollutants resulting in scores of 
violations cited by regulators. 
 
We gather that there may be some tweaking of the language to make clear that transfer for any 
purpose, private or otherwise, should not occur until the soil cleanup required by the Agreement on 
Consent (AOC) is complete, and we think such language would strengthen and clarify the resolution. 
 
Public health considerations mandate that SSFL must be fully cleaned up pursuant to the AOC before 
any transfer of the property takes place. We strongly support the resolution. 
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Sheldon C. Plotkin, Ph.D., P.E. 
Executive Board 
Southern California Federation of Scientists 


