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  Community Impact Statement, adopted unanimously by the SIlver 
Lake Neighborhood Council governing board, 2-7-13 

 

We support reinstituting the Federal Assault Weapons Ban.  Deadly mass shooting 
sprees in this country are increasingly frequent. The frightening ease of access to 
military-style assault weaponry poses a severe threat to the public and law 
enforcement. Sanity, safety and care for our fellow human beings dictate that we 
support legislation banning such weaponry and high-capacity magazines.  We need to 
lessen violence, by expanding mental health services and figuring out how better to 
identify at-risk individuals, but also by removing tools of violence from the reach of the 
dangerous and unstable and eliminating the presence of mass killing machinery. 
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 REQUEST FOR AGENDA ITEM SEEKING  
APPROVAL OF FUNDING, PROGRAMS, OR EVENTS 

Date January 29, 2013   
Name/Committee  Governmental Affairs 
 
Text of Motion on the Agenda*:  moves that the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council adopt the following Community 

Impact Statement regarding Council Files:  13-0002-S7 And 12-0002-S8 (both demonstrating the City Council’s 

support for Senator Feinstein’s Reinstatement of 1994 Federal Assault Weapons Ban) and furthermore, that 
it be requested that all fellow neighborhood councils consider adopting the same or similar CIS:   
 

We support reinstituting the Federal Assault Weapons Ban.  Deadly mass shooting 
sprees in this country are increasingly frequent. The frightening ease of access to 
military-style assault weaponry poses a severe threat to the public and law 
enforcement. Sanity, safety and care for our fellow human beings dictate that we 
support legislation banning such weaponry and high-capacity magazines.  We need to 
lessen violence, by expanding mental health services and figuring out how better to 
identify at-risk individuals, but also by removing tools of violence from the reach of the 
dangerous and unstable and eliminating the presence of mass killing machinery. 
 
Describe the event/project in detail.  Include as much supplemental information as possible (background 
information; supporting and opposing viewpoints, if available, etc.)  Attach additional sheets as necessary.  

Guns that are clearly designed to have a mass kill capacity – guns far beyond the traditional tools, purposes and 
practices of hunting and home protection – have been used in recent, horrid incidents in which many innocent people 
were victimized, lives lost and friends and families left with ghastly trauma.  Countless people across the country 
have felt devastated over the tragedy caused by those who have wielded such horrific tools of killing, and for the 
many victims and their loved ones and community, and have cried in sorrow and sent earnest thoughts and prayers. 
Now, our nation must also act, and this legislation is one important step, and advocates state that preventing the 
ownership of such mass killing machines is not equivalent to overturning the 2

nd
 Amendment and banning gun 

ownership.  
 
The related Los Angeles City Council Resolutions (already adopted) are  HYPERLINK 
"http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0002-S7_RESO_01-04-13.pdf" \t "_blank" 
ttp://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0002-S7_RESO_01-04-13.pdf and  HYPERLINK 
"http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0002-S8_RESO_01-04-13.pdf" \t "_blank" 
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2013/13-0002-S8_RESO_01-04-13.pdf. 
 
What is the perceived/potential impact on the community if we adopt the motion (pro and con)? 

 

Pro:  Adoption of this Community Impact Statement would put this neighborhood council on record in support of 

Council actions already taken – Council actions that in turn offer the City of L.A.’ support for reinstituting the Federal 
Assault Weapons Ban. To the extent that passage – and meaningful implementation – of this legislation depends on 
communities and not just governmental jurisdictions offering support for such a ban, this C.I.S. will provide important 
grassroots support.    
 
Con:  It can be argued that neighborhood councils should only concern themselves with purely municipal problems 



experienced on their own local streets.  It can further be argued – and is, by the N.R.A. – that such a ban won’t curb 
acts of mass violence; that arming people at schools might; that arming more people might; that more of a focus on 
violence in entertainment might;  that more focus on identifying the mentally unstable might; and that this particular 
ban, if enacted, is akin to overturning the 2

nd
 Amendment, and preventing people from defending themselves from 

criminal violence as well as tyranny.  Obviously, some in the gun industry will lose income. 
 
What is the total budget for the project?  How much is the SLNC asked to commit? Are there alternate 
funding sources? (Please attach itemized budget.)  N/A 

 

What is the timeline for the project?  (Be sure to include deadline for Board action, major dates, etc.)  If 

adopted, the Community Impact Statement will be filed with the City and will be shared with leadership of all other 
neighborhood councils and neighborhood council alliances, within one week’s time. 
From which budget line(s) are the funds to be drawn? N/A 
How will this motion be implemented, and by whom?  The motion will be implemented by the co-chair(s) of the 

Governmental Affairs committee. 
*If motion is approved, please be sure to see the Treasurer to fill out a Demand Warrant so that payment may be 
issued promptly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 24, 2013 

Feinstein Introduces Bill on Assault Weapons, High-
Capacity Magazines 

Prohibits sale, transfer, importation and manufacture of 157 dangerous military-style 

assault weapons; bans high-capacity ammunition magazines 

Washington—U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) today joined a broad coalition representing Congress, 

law enforcement, doctors, clergy and gun violence victims to announce the introduction of the Assault 

Weapons Ban of 2013. The bill bans dangerous military-style assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition 

feeding devices capable of holding more than 10 rounds. 

The following joined the Senate bill as cosponsors: Senators Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), 

Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Carl Levin (D-Mich.), John Rockefeller (D-

W.Va.), Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.), Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), Jack Reed (D-R.I.), Tom Carper (D-Del.), Frank 

Lautenberg (D-N.J.), Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), Brian 

Schatz (D-Hawaii), Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.). 

“The bill introduced today is the product of more than a year of work, with input from across the 

country,” Feinstein said. “Getting this bill signed into law will be an uphill battle, and I recognize that—

but it’s a battle worth waging. We must balance the desire of a few to own military-style assaults 

weapons with the growing threat to lives across America. If 20 dead children in Newtown wasn’t a 

wakeup call that these weapons of war don’t belong on our streets, I don’t know what is.” 

The Assault Weapons Ban of 2013 has two principal goals: 

First, the bill prohibits the sale, manufacture, transfer and importation of 157 of the most commonly-

owned military-style assault weapons. It also bans an additional group of assault weapons that can accept 

a detachable ammunition magazine and have one or more military characteristics. 

Second, the bill bans large-capacity magazines and other ammunition feeding devices that hold more than 

10 rounds of ammunition. These devices allow shooters to fire numerous rounds in rapid succession 

without having to stop and reload. 

The legislation also protects the rights of law-abiding citizens who use guns for hunting, household defense 

or legitimate recreational purposes. The Assault Weapons Ban includes a grandfather clause that specifically 

exempts all assault weapons lawfully possessed at the date of enactment from the ban. The legislation also 

excludes: 

More than 2,200 legitimate hunting and sporting rifles by specific make and model; 

Any gun manually operated by bolt, pump, lever or slide action; and 

Weapons used by military, law enforcement and retired law enforcement. 

Other key provisions in the bill: 

Requires background checks on all future transfers of assault weapons covered by the legislation, 

including sale, trade and gift; 

Requires that grandfathered assault weapons be stored safely using a secure gun storage or safety device in 

order to keep them away from prohibited persons; and 

Prohibits the sale or transfer of high-capacity ammunition feeding devices currently in existence. 



“I believe this bill is a big step toward ending the mass shootings that have devastated families across the 

country—from Newtown to Aurora, from Tucson to Virginia Tech, from Columbine to Oak 

Creek,” Feinstein said. “It’s time for Americans to stand up and tell the gun manufacturers that the lives 

of our children are more important than their profits and get these dangerous weapons out of our 

schools, our workplaces, our malls and our theaters. It’s time to take action, and we’ll get it done, not 

matter how long it takes.” 

Senator Feinstein was joined at the press conference by Senators Durbin, Schumer, Blumenthal and Murphy; 

Reps. Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.), Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-Colo.) and Elizabeth Esty (D-Conn.); Philadelphia 

Mayor Michael Nutter (also president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors); Philadelphia Police Commissioner 

Charles Ramsey (also president of the Major Cities Chiefs Police Association); and a wide range of groups that 

have endorsed the bill. 

The full text of the Assault Weapons Ban of 2013 as well as additional background information is available on 

Senator Feinstein’s website at feinstein.senate.gov/assaultweapons. 

Additional resources: 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/assault-weapons-ban-summary" \t 

"_blank" Summary of the bill 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/assault-weapons-ban-endorsements" \t 

"_blank" Endorsement list 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve/?File_id=9a9270d5-ce4d-

49fb-9b2f-69e69f517fb4" \t "_blank" Bill text 

### 

Permalink:  HYPERLINK "http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/1/feinstein-coalition-

introduce-bill-on-assault-weapons-high-capacity-magazines" 

http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/1/feinstein-coalition-introduce-bill-on-assault-

weapons-high-capacity-magazines 

 

 


