
MOTION

In light of the tremendous impacts of the recent health and economic crises on Los Angeles, it is more 
important than ever for the City to invest in partnerships and projects that create local jobs and prop up 
small businesses, while improving transportation accessibility for diverse Angelenos. Indeed, the 
unemployment rate in the L.A. region is over 15 percent, and with more Angelenos either stuck at home 
or taking public transit to work essential service roles, the City is facing new challenges that require 
innovative transportation solutions, whether that is providing safe ways for Angelenos to travel across 
their own neighborhoods, access transit, or have food and groceries delivered to them.

As the City faces cutbacks to department staff and other resources, it should partner with communities 
and with companies who are identifying and innovating solutions that respond to Angelenos' rapidly 
evolving needs - and plan for a better, brighter future. Short-term and performance-driven, these 
partnerships will help the City agencies keep pace with innovative solutions, regulate in support of 
positive local impacts, and importantly, create in-demand jobs that are resilient to future crises. They 
will also provide concrete opportunities for start-ups and small- and medium-size businesses to grow 
locally and support communities in LA, and enable all Angelenos to weigh in on their transportation 
challenges and support the best, most innovative solutions to those issues.

Los Angeles has always been a city of movement and forward momentum. Building back stronger from 
the COVID-19 crisis will require leveraging new tools, new ideas, and new partnerships. Establishing LA 
as a center for transportation innovation will not only encourage growth in the robust transportation 
industry we have now, but also provide real benefit to Angelenos who need new ways of moving around 
the city today.

The 2-square-mile Warner Center in the West San Fernando has experienced substantial growth in 
recent years and that growth is expected to continue, due in large part to the Warner Center 2035 
Specific Plan, with more than 11,000 housing units and 3.5 million square feet of commercial 
development constructed, approved or proposed since 2008. Due to its proximity to both the Orange 
(G) Line and the 101 Freeway, with broad streets and comparatively low levels of traffic congestion, the 
Warner Center is an ideal location to pilot innovative transportation solutions.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council DIRECT the Department of Transportation to report back on 

options for creating a Transportation Technology Innovation Zone in the Warner Center 2035 Plan area, 

including partnering with non-profit organizations, that would test and evaluate transportation 

technologies.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council DIRECT the Department of Transportation, in association with any 

other applicable departments, to develop a future-looking universal permit application for the 

deployment of transportation technologies, which contribute to better accessibility and quality of life for 

all Angelenos and create local jobs.
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I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Transportation work with other City Departments, including 

Los Angeles World Airports, the Port of Los Angeles, the Department of City Planning, and the bureaus 

under the Department of Public Works, to develop a process for expediting the issuance of permits for 

transportation technology pilots.
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