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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION and PUBLIC WORKS AND GANG REDUCTION 
COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the Channel 35 studio relocation project at the Merced 
Theatre and Masonic Hall buildings located in the El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historic Park.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. REVIEW and CONSIDER the accompanying Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Channel 35 studio relocation project at the Merced Theatre and Masonic Hall buildings 
located in the El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historic Park.

2. FI ND, on the basis of the whole record, that there is no substantial evidence that the project 
will have a significant effect on the environment and that the Mitigated Negative Declaration 
reflects the City’s independent judgment and analysis.

3. ADOPT the accompanying Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Channel 35 studio 
relocation project.

4. APPROVE the Channel 35 studio relocation project as described in the April 2016 Initial 
Study attached to the City Engineer report to the Board of Public Works dated June 20, 
2016.

5. ADOPT the Mitigation Monitoring Program the Channel 35 studio relocation project 
Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The Board of Public Works reports that this project has a budget of 
approximately $22,250,000. The funding source for the portion of the project originates from the 
City’s Public Education and Governmental (PEG) Access Fund and is currently a part of the 
City’s Information Technology Agency’s (ITA) five-year budget plan. The Pico House structural 
retrofit project has a budget of $3,100,000. The funding source for this portion of the project is 
the City’s Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los Angeles Fund specified for the El Pueblo 
area.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

In a report to Council dated June 20, 2016, the Executive Director, Board of Public Works, 
presents the City Engineer's report relative to Channel 35 studio relocation project as approved 
by the Board. The City Engineer reports that ITA and the Bureau of Engineering have been 
working to relocate the Channel 35 currently leased studio in Little Tokyo to a City-owned 
property in the Los Angeles Plaza Historic District. The project entails the rehabilitation of 
approximately 18,000 square feet of existing building space in the Merced Theatre and Masonic 
Hall to accommodate the studio’s needs. The project would be funded by the City’s PEG Fund 
and is currently a part of the ITA’s five-year budget plan. The project also includes an upgrade of 
existing analog studio equipment to a digital system.

The City Engineer goes on to report that the project requires extensive structural, mechanical,



electrical, and plumbing retrofits of the Merced Theatre and Masonic Hall. A ramp and elevator 
structure would also be installed to provide Americans with Disabilities Act access and equipment 
loading to all floors of the building. The proposed project would also structurally retrofit the three- 
story Pico House, located directly adjacent to the Merced Theatre on the northeast. The 
structural systems of the Pico House, Merced Theatre, and Masonic Hall are tied together and 
require a coordinated structural retrofit design to ensure the structures act as one during an 
earthquake. While there would be changes to the buildings, the buildings would receive a new 
use that requires minimal to no changes of the defining characteristics and site of the resources. 
Therefore, the impact related to historic resources would be less than significant.

At its meeting held August 8, 2016, the Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee 
discussed this matter with representatives of the City Engineer, ITA, and El Pueblo. It was 
stated that the new equipment will allow ITA to produce more original digital content for broadcast 
on the internet. The project includes production space which can be made available for 
production of programming by members of the public, community meetings, and an internet cafe 
providing free internet access to the public. Also discussed were project funding and expanding 
Channel 35 programming from cable television subscribers to residents without cable service.

The Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee recommended that Council approve the City 
Engineer's recommendations for this project, as recommended by the Board of Public Works.

Respectfully Submitted,

PUBLIC WORKS AND GANG REDUCTION COMMITTEE


