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Erika Puls! <er!ka,puisl@laclr3/„org>

PUBLIC COMMENT: CF 13-0600 Recreation & Parks Department 2013-14 
Budget

Charles Soter <chuck@soterdesign.com> Mon, May 13, 2013 at 10:25 AM
To: erika.pulst@lacity.org

To: City of Los Angeles Budget & Finance Committee

The city is rapidly losing its precious parks, a valuable resource, by slashing maintenance and security staff.
The few remaining are unable to keep up with the deterioration in, and vandalism to our parks. Please restore 

funds necessary to save our parks. Please eliminate the unfair chargebacks that Recreation & Parks is forced to 
pay to the departments of Water & Power and Sanitation.

Thank you. ,
Charles Soter
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Erika Ptiisi <srlka.puEsl@!3city,orQ>

Griggity Park funding

Snow, David <David.Snow@disney.com> Mon, May 13, 2013 at 10:55 AM
To: "erika.pulst@lacity.org" <erika.pulst@lacity.org>

Dear Erika,

I'm writing to oppose any further reduction to funding of staffing, maintenance and programming in Griffith Park. In 
particular I want to speak out against proposed unfair chargebacks against the Park's budget to other city 
departments and the DWP.

Griffith Park is such a unique and valuable asset to the city and its residents. It's such a crucial piece of our identity 
and it deserves to be treated like the gem it is.

Please make note of my concerns and stand up for our amazing and threatened Griffith Park.

Thanks very much.

David Snow
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PUBLIC COMMENT: CF 13-0600 Rec & Parks 2013-14 Budget

Bernadette Soter <bsoter@earthlink.net> Mon, May 13, 2013 at 11:07 AM
To: erika.pulst@lacity.org

PUBLIC COMMENT: CF 13-0600 Rec & Parks 2013-14 Budget

Honorable Councilmembers Krekorian, LaBonge, Englander, Koretz and Rosendahl,

As a lifelong resident of Los Angeles and a "graduate" of our park system, I am asking you to please end the five 
years of ruinous cuts in Recreation & Parks Department funding with this budget cycle.

If approved, the 2013-14 numbers proposed will mandate further reductions in park maintenance, staffing and 
programming. They will also foster the proliferation of regressive new fees for traditionally free recreation and 
create an environment for stepped-up commercialization of our publicly owned lands.

You have it in your power to present this with the recommendations you make to the full City Council.

I also ask you to eliminate the "chargebacks" that unfairly raid the charter-mandated allotment for our parks.
One example: The draft budget you are considering requires the parks to pay the DWP $15 million for water and 
power. But the DWP will continue to pay nothing for its rent-free facilities on parkland - water tanks, 
transmission lines, reservoirs, and belowground conduits. These one-way chargebacks are patently unfair.

Finally, a fully-staffed Park Ranger Division within the Recreation & Parks Department is critical not only to park users 
safety and security, but to the all around quality of life in our parks. Afull and fair parks budgetwill allow the parks to fund 
enough Park Ranger positions (including Chief Ranger) to compensate forthe loss of the protective presence on the 
ground that ended with the transfer of the General Services Police to the LAPD.

Most taxpayers would agree that parks are an essential city service. Please make funding for them a priority.

Respectfully,

Bernadette Soter

2640 N. Commonwealth Avenue, Los Angeles, CA90027 323-663-6193
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Tvlarian ‘Dodge-’

2648 id. CommonweaCtfi 51venue-’ 

£os Angeles, C51 90027

Honorable Paul Rrekorian, Chan- 
Budget and Finance Committee 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Los Angeles City Budget - Department of Recreation and Parks

Dear Councilmember Rrekorian:

As City Council contemplates the difficult task of preparing a city budget in these economically trying 
times, I hope that Council will protect and provide for those departments that provide for the well-being 
of its citizens. The Department of Recreation and Parks maintains all our regional, community, and 
neighborhood parks and recreation centers. All of their facilities provide a much needed escape valve for 
people and opportunities to exercise in a safe environment.

It is incomprehensible that the city should allow the Department of Water and Power (DWP) to charge the 
Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) for water and electricity while granting DWP free use of 
hundreds of acres of easements in parks for power lines, water tanks (some are long out of service), and 
buildings (some are abandoned). The Bureau of Sanitation (BOS) uses park land for landfills. This 
represents a lot of park land that is not available to the public to use. If RAP is required to pay DWP for 
water and electricity, why isn’t DWP required to pay for the use of park land and a fair market rate? As a 
result of these charges, RAP’s budget has been severely cut and they have been forced to cut essential 
services and programs.

Councilmember Tom LaBonge wisely recognizes the inherent inequality of this arrangement which places 
a heavy burden on RAP. He has suggested that RAP pay 1% of the rate for water and electricity. This 
would go a long way towards making the system more fair and restoring RAP programs and services. The 
Budget and Finance Committee should seriously consider eliminating the unfair policy of non-reciprocal 
charge-backs by DWP and BOS.

The committee should also restore a fully-funded Ranger Division. Rangers provide a broad variety of 
services in our parks. They are the first responders for everything from fires to falls, from traffic jams to 
off-leash dogs to questions about birds. No one else handles the variety of task that Rangers do. They also 
protect the city’s investment in its parks. The city should fill the vacant position of Chief Ranger to 
supervise the Ranger Division.

Sincerely,

Marian Dodge


