
MRS. LAWRENCE M. LEVENSTEIN
2487 Canyon Oak Drive

Los Angeles, California 90068
E-Mail: salevenstein39@gmail.com

Telephone: (323) 467 -1972
Facsimile: (323) 467 - 9834

October 25, 2013

Councilmembers Jose Huizar, Gil Cedillo, and Mitchell Englander
The City Council of Los Angeles Planning and Land Use Committee
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Council File Number 2013-0611, Superior Market, 133 West Avenue 45

Dear Councilmembers Huizar, Cedillo, and Englander,

My name is Susan Levenstein and, along with my family, we own the Superior Market
Property, located at 133 West Avenue 45 in Highland Park. The market was built by my
father. My father was not a professional developer. He was a small businessman in Los
Angeles, and grew up here as did both my sister and 1. After he retired, he looked for a real
estate investment. He found that Highland Park was an area that was underserved by
supermarkets. He assembled several parcels of land, contacted Shoppers Markets, and
found they were interested.

Shoppers Market was bought by Lucky in the 1960s, which was then bought by Albertsons in
the early 2000s but continued to operate under the Lucky name. Albertsons twice
approached the Highland Park HPOZ about renovating the site to compete with other
markets, and was twice refused support. After failing in their renovation attempts,
Albertsons left the site in 2005.

After Albertsons left, we were concerned that it would be difficult to find a tenant that could
use the space as it exists. In fact, the store sat vacant. There are very few tenants that can
use 1950s era grocery store spaces; that's why many of those spaces sit vacant or are used
as Big Lots or other cheap discount stores. In addition, we are not professional property
developers. We are a family, and we don't have the resources to build a new building or
conduct massive upgrades or changes. We thought we might have to subdivide the space.

So when Superior arrived in 2006, we were thrilled to find a tenant who wanted to continue
my father's vision of serving the Highland Park Community with a nice grocery store.
Superior is very good at serving the needs of its customers and is an active participant in the
community. We also work with Superior to try and improve the property when the need
arises. Collaboratively, we have been able to take what was a vacant eyesore and turn it
into a thriving market.
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I appreciate historic buildings and California architecture. During college at USCt I worked
for an architect where I became familiar with the work of John Lautner. I decided then that I
wanted to live in a John Lautner house. I was fortunate, and my husband and I bought our
home designed by John Lautner when we married. We have live in this home for 40 years
and delight in the house every day. We knew John Lautner. Some of my friends, who also
live in a Lautner-designed home, once asked John if he was ok with a modification they
planned to make to the home he designed. He replied, "Houses are for the people who live
in them." I couldn't agree more. This market is for the people who live in Highland Park and
shop there every day. They want a nice modern market, the same kind of market I shop at
where I live in Hollywood. I am hopeful you will agree that it is about time they got that
market. Please help us keep Superior in Highland Park.

~12.
. Susan A. Levenstein

Sincerely,


