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Chair Jose Huizar 
Vice-Chair Gil Cedillo 
Councilmember Mitch Englander 
Planning and Land Use Management 
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200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Superior Market, 133 West Avenue 45, Highland Park (CF 13-0611)

Dear Honorable Councilmembers:

I am writing on behalf of Jalof & Silbert Limited Partnership, owner of the Superior Market 
property at 133 West Avenue 45 in Highland Park in response to the letter you received from 
Antonio Castillo of the Highland Park Heritage Trust (“HPHT”) today.

HPHT correctly states that the period of significance for the Highland Park-Garvanza HPOZ is 
from 1886-1961, and the building was constructed in 1960, within the period of significance.
This alone demonstrates that from the very outset, the property could have been evaluated as a 
contributor. As noted by HPHT, the HPOZ was updated in 1998. Again, the building was 
determined to be a non-contributor. Most telling is that Preservation Plan was adopted only three 
years ago in 2010 and yet, again, the building remained a non-contributor.

Under the approach taken by HPPT, it would mean that there is no such thing as a non
contributor, as every structure could become a contributor when any change is proposed. This 
does not create the certainty the zoning ordinance is intended to create, and would render the 
term “non-contributor,” as used in the HPOZ ordinance, moot.

The HPHT letter states that the nomination was filed due to the building’s potential historic 
status, and not the fact that Mr. Fisher does not like the proposed design. This is contrary, 
however, to his statements to the Eastsider LA, when discussing the building’s design:

“But if s also viewed as being old or something that should be changed. Mock- 
craftsman is not something historic. This new design is trying to patronize the
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community to blend in with the area, and it’s not going to blend in,” says Fisher of 
the proposed designs from Superior Grocers.1

Lastly, we would like to note that HPHT is correct that very few applications for Historic- 
Cultural Monuments are proposed by City Staff, and our clients, like many in the City, have 
prepared their own nominations. This matter is different, because it was initiated by the City 
Council and under the Cultural Heritage Ordinance, the Planning Department, not a 
nominator, is to prepare a report. Here, it appears the City simply adopted the assertions in 
the HPHT Application as its own, contrary to the requirements of the Code.

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

William F. Defvac

cc: Ms. Susan Levenstein

1 http://www.theeastsiderla.com/2013/10/debate-Rrows-over-1andmark-status-for-highland-park- 
gooeie-stvie-market/
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