
Los Angeles Unified School District
JOHN DEASY Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools

Instructional Superintendent
ROBERTO A. MARTINEZ

1740 N. New Hampshire Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Telephone: 323-663-0674 Fax: 323-664-6045 
E-MAIL: los-feIiz-el@lausd.kl2.ca.us Ife

KATHERINE PILKINTON 
Principal

July 1,2013

Council Member Tom LaBonge, District 4 
Hollywood Field Office 

6501 Fountain Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90028

Dear Councilman Tom LaBonge:

On behalf of the students, parents, and staff at Los Feliz Elementary School, I am writing to request that the 
underground tunnel located on the comer of Hollywood Blvd. and New Hampshire Ave. be closed. This tunnel is no 
longer needed as there is a traffic light allowing students and pedestrians to cross on Hollywood Blvd. The safety of 
our students, the homeless, crime, and blight are all concerns that continue to plague our school community because 
of the tunnel.

Because of the density in this area, Los Feliz School is currently part of a three year Safe Routes to School grant 
encouraging students to walk and/or ride their bikes to school. The tunnel currently blocks part of the sidewalk 
located on the route to school. Students and families cannot fully access the sidewalk as the tunnel entrance takes up 
a large comer on New Hampshire Ave. Additionally, the tunnel is an eyesore as the fencing is caved in and some of 
the concrete has been damaged due to car accidents. Currently, the tunnel is filled with graffiti, trash and smells of 
urine. Our students walk by this tunnel every day. Although the city has placed locks on the gates, the homeless 
continue to break the locks and live in the tunnel. While your office has assisted in cleaning up the tunnel, the 
problem still remains as the homeless constantly break and change the locks.

Los Feliz School continues to have problems with the homeless. On several occasions, they have come on to our 
campus and have approached students and staff; the tunnel draws the homeless to the area. A few years ago, these 
same tunnels were located in the Silverlake area on Rowena Ave. near Ivanhoe Elementary School. Those tunnels 
were removed for the safety of the students and community. I am requesting that the same be done for the safety of 
our students and families at Los Feliz Elementary. Our students need to be able to walk and/or ride their bikes to 
school safely. On behalf of the students, families and staff at Los Feliz Elementary, I look forward to working with 
you and the City to close the tunnel. If you need more information, you may reach me at kpilkint@lausd.net.

Respectfully,

Cc: Mary Rodriguez
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