
 (corrected) Public Works & Gang Reduction, comment 13-1023, August 21, 2013 
 
Gerry Hans <gerry@friendsofgriffithpark.org>  Wed, Aug 21, 2013 at 7:20 AM 
To: Michael.Espinosa@lacity.org 
Honorable Councilmembers Buscaino, Price, and Cedillo: 
 
The natural water that is undermining Wilton and Foothill, is just the tip of the iceberg.  The City 
needs to get a better understanding of the whole picture in this vicinity!  I would like to suggest 
that the geotechnical / hydrologic survey be expanded to the east and to the north of this 
location.  There are other areas affected by natural water coming to the surface, including within 
The Oaks neighborhood (ie, Live Oak East, Fern Dell Pl and Black Oak Dr), American Film 
Institute, Immaculate Heart High School, and all of Fern Dell Park.  Awful destruction has 
occurred under homes on Fern Dell Place in 2009-10.  Make-shift corrections usually result in 
the diversion of the water into storm drains, and we question whether we should keep doing 
this. Expert opinion is needed, as there seems to be some relatively new dynamics in place, 
ironically, contrary to the drought trend. 
 
One of my concerns is that a remedy at one location could cause a larger problem at another.  
A second concern is that relieving pressure at one location might decrease the flow of water into 
the creek in Fern Dell.  This would be a disaster. For this reason, Recreation and Parks should 
also be included in all discussions relating to underground water in this vicinity.  This spring 
water is possibly all tied together, underground.  Understanding the geology is critical. 
 
Please have engineering team include Friends of Griffith Park (engaged in a historic 
revitalization project of Fern Dell) and Rec & Parks in all discussions about natural water issues 
in this vicinity. 
 
Thank you, 
Gerry Hans 
President 
Friends of Griffith Park 
323 465-3757 
 


