
BEACHWOOD CANYON SHUTILE PROPOSALREVIEW

1. Assumptions:

a. Shuttles run 10 hours per day on the weekends and can hold 10 people.

b. If they run every 10 minutes for 10 hours with 10 riders, shuttles can handle 1,000 people per day.

c. If there are 2,500 cars going up and down upper Beachwood Drive on a weekend day and there is an

average of 3 people per car, then the total number of people is 7,500 (see attached memo regarding

how these numbers were determined).

d. The current Beachwood DASH bus may deliver 500 walkers per day.

e. The above yields a total number of people per weekend day at the Beachwood Drive dead-end

(Hollyridge Trailhead) who are in or out of their cars at 8,000.

f. If a one way trip from a parking lot at Hollywood and Vine takes at least 15 minutes, then each shuttle

can make a maximum of 2 round trips per hour.

g. Larger shuttles the size of the current Beachwood DASH bus will have such difficulty maneuvering up

and down Beachwood Drive due to their size and the narrowness of the street that they are probably

not an option.

2. Goals for the shuttle concept:

a. If the goal is to handle a minimum number, then:

i. If there are 10 trips per hour and 1 shuttle can do 2 trips per hour, then 5 shuttles will be

required to transport 1,000 people up Beachwood Drive each day while 5 more will be needed

at the same time to bring them down for a total requirement of 10 shuttles.

b. If the ultimate goal is to take all visitor and walkers off the street and deliver them to the Beachwood

Drive dead-end (Hollyridge Trailhead), then:

i. 8,000 people at 10 per shuttle requires 800 one way trips necessitating 80 shuttles for round-

trip transport.

3. Question: How do you keep cars and walkers off the street and get them to park (and pay for parking) and take

(and pay for) the shuttle when they can drive up and park for free in Hollywoodland?

a. A traffic control point could be set up on lower Beachwood Drive to direct all visitors to the Red Line

parking lot.

b. If there is advertising of the shuttle as a way to get people to use it, the most likely result will be an

increase in interest in the Beachwood dead-end (Hollyridge Trailhead) and thereby increase the amount

of traffic and walkers on the street.

c. Restricted (permit) parking is necessary to control traffic and provide relief for residents. However, it

would probably have negligible effect on potential shuttle use as parking availability closest to the

Beachwood Drive dead-end (Hollyridge Trailhead) is limited compared to the total number of visitors.

4. Traffic:

a. Since shuttles will be going up and down Beachwood at the same time, there will be many points where

they will have trouble passing each other due to the narrow and windy nature of Beachwood Drive

thereby increasing traffic jams and decreasing the number of people who can use the shuttle.

b. 1,000 people at 3 per car equals roughly 330 cars going up and down Beachwood Drive. The shuttles will

add at least 100 shuttle trips up and then down Beachwood Drive for a minimal savings of vehicular

traffic.

c. Various EIR's have stated that the construction in Hollywood will substantially impact the surface roads

in Hollywood and, specifically, around Hollywood and Vine.
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i. The State DOT has stated that they are concerned that the 101 Freeway on-ramps will be

severely impacted as a result of the construction (the shuttles will have to cross this traffic on

Franklin Avenue).

ii. As a result, the round trip shuttle run could take substantially longer than 15 minutes which will

decrease the number of riders serviced.

1. Adding more shuttles to make up for this increases the traffic congestion which will

require even more shuttles to reach the minimal goals, etc.

iii. The shuttles and cars going to the Hollywood and Vine parking lot to take the shuttle will add to

the Hollywood and Vine area traffic congestion.

5. Critical issue: The Red Line connection

a. This may be the only Hollywood trailhead accessible by subway and shuttle. If so, then it could be safely

assumed that many, if not all, of the seats on the shuttles will be occupied by new visitors.

i. If this is the case, then the potential total number of people at the Beachwood Drive dead-end

(Hollyridge Trailhead) at 10 trips per hour could be 9,000 on a weekend day and the vehicle

count could go up by the number of van trips.

6. Summary: A shuttle system in all probability will:

a. Increase traffic congestion on Beachwood Drive.

b. Increase the number of people walking on upper Beachwood and at the Beachwood Drive dead-end

(Hollyridge Trailhead).

c. Increase traffic congestion at Hollywood and Vine and streets leading to Beachwood Drive.

d. Increase the safety dangers in Beachwood Canyon and the Hollywood hills including fire potential and

personal safety of people walking in the streets

L Potential harm increases as emergency vehicles may not be able to get to the area needed in

Hollywoodland in time to save lives or catch a fire at an early stage as Beachwood Drive is the

main artery for access to most of the side roads in the area.

Jim Van Dusen

(213) 871-2032

wjvd@roadrunner.com
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BEACHWOOD CANYON AND HOLLYRIDGETRAILHEAD CARCOUNT AND PEDESTRIANESTIMATES

1. Car Count:

a. I did a rough, study of the number of cars that pass my house in a given time. Methodology:

i. I counted a car passing the house either way as 1 car so that a car going up to the dead-end,

turning around and coming back down the hill counts as 2 cars going past my house since the

amount of traffic coming up and down the hill is the issue.

ii. On average, I've timed cars going by the house on weekend days at 1 every 7 seconds.

iii. On weekends, the traffic backup starts before 8am and continues until after 6pm so I used the

8am to 6pm time period, or 10 hours, for my calculations.

iv. I assumed no traffic officer at Belden and Beachwood to turn around traffic since they are on

duty for 5 hours and some days less than that.

v. I assumed Beachwood residents above Ledgewood drive in and out an average of 3 times per

day on weekends representing less than 6% of the traffic.

b. Based on the above we get 5,100 cars going by our houses on a weekend day or about 10,200 on a full

weekend. Holiday weekends add more and equal at least 15,000 car passings for the three days.

c. The cars have an average of 3 people per car for a total during a two day weekend of 15,300 people,

many of whom exit their cars and walk around. A conservative count of those getting out of their cars

is 1/2 so the total walkers number at least 3,800 per day or 7,600 per weekend.

d. This did not count the number of buses who illegally come up Beachwood and let out anywhere from 10
to 60 people per bus to walk up the street. It is hard to say how many get to the trailhead this way but I

would estimate that on a weekend the number could be another 500 walkers per day.

e. There is also another indeterminate number of walkers who get to the Beachwood Village by DASH bus

and start walking so the number of total walkers listed above is low.

f. Bottom line: until the city puts in a car counter at Beachwood and Linforth and proves otherwise, we

can assume on a 2 day weekend that there are about 10,000 cars passing by our houses on upper

Beachwood with a minimum of 8,100 people walking in the street or at the trailhead.

g. Cars that enter and exit Ledgewood and don't drive up to the Beachwood dead end need to be added to

the totals. I don't have any numbers but I would think it could add another 3,000 car passings per house

on the weekend so that the total number of cars passing by lower Beachwood houses on the weekend

could total over 13.000. The overall totals are higher, of course, when you take into account that we are

a 24/7 destination attraction.

This is an extraordinarily large number of cars and people to be trying to navigate narrow, twisting roads

without sidewalks over much of the road length.

2. Future: Any plan needs to take into account the coming thousands of cars that will be using the Hollywood Hills

to get around the Cahuenga Pass and Los Feliz Blvd. as a result of the extraordinary amount of construction in

Hollywood. All EIRShave established that the traffic is going to get significantly worse and employees of the

companies that move into Hollywood from other parts of the city will not be able to afford to live in the

expensive condos and homes in the hillsides and will be commuting from the areas of the Valley that do not

have subways. e -2'8- ':,
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