
Re: Fw: Re: Opposition to the Proposed Van Nuys Fire Station

From: Reza Shahmirzadi <reza.shahmirzadi@lacity.org>
To: dalene cabrera
Cc: Allan Kawaguchi <allan.kawaguchi@lacity.org>, Jim Doty <jim.doty@lacity.org>, Curt Klafta
<curt.klafta@lacity.org>, John Brady <john.s.brady@lacity.org>
Subject: Re: Fw: Re: Opposition to the Proposed Van Nuys Fire Station
Date: Aug 16,20136:13 PM

Hello Ms. Maranga,

Here are the answers to your questions:

1) What were the sites considered?

The sites considered were:

a) The current location of Fire Station 39, including lots to the east and to the north side of the Fire Station, and closing the 
alley; b) The southeast corner of Victory and Sylmar; c) Van Nuys Blvd on the east side between Califa and Emelita ; d) 
The parking lot on the southwest corner of Vanowen and Cedros; e) 14704, 14706 and 14712 Victory Blvd and 14707 and 
14715 Friar St in Van Nuys, 91401; f) The northeast corner of Van Nuys and Vanowen; and g) 14651 W. Oxnard and 
14648 Aetna St in Van Nuys 91401 (westerly portion of the block on Oxnard between Vesper and Cedros).

2) When was the corner of Oxnard and Vesper site considered and who approved this site?

The Department of Water and Power owned site at the corner of Oxnard and Vesper was considered in February 2011 as 
a potential site for the new FS 39. The site was recommended by the Council Office, the Los Angeles Fire Department, 
and then by the Proposition F Citizens Oversight Committee in a public meeting. It was subsequently approved by 
the Proposition F Administrative Oversight Committee in a public meeting. The transfer of jurisdiction of this site was 
approved by the Department of Water and Power Board of Commissioners in a public meeting, and then by the Los 
Angeles City Council in a public meeting.

3) When did the architectural firm WLC started to work in this project?

On August 15, 2011, the Board of Public Works authorized the selection of WLC Architects Inc. to provide architectural 
and engineering services. However, the design was on hold pending site acquisition. In July 2012, the Proposition 
F Administrative Oversight Committee authorized the design to commence. WLC commenced preliminary design on 
September 21,2012.

Looking forward to hearing from you and thank you for your patience.

Reza

-----Forwarded Message—
From: dalene cabrera 
Sent: Aug 16, 2013 10:05 AM 

| To: Reza Shahmirzadi
Cc: allan.kawaauchi@lacitv.ora. iim.dotv@lacitv.ora. curt.klafta@lacitv.ora. iohn.s.bradv@lacitv.ora 
Subject: Re: Opposition to the Proposed Van Nuys Fire Station

farntiy: ConovaTy^'idkHelvetTrd.saiis- 
responding. A tour with my son is not necessary. The blaring is something that will not benefit, it is the exact 
opposite- it is terrifying! Even when we are in our car and a fire truck, an ambulance, a police car is on 
emergency with sirens blaring, he would be very anxious with closed windows. With closed windows, the sirens
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is still very audible. When he is in our backyard and we hang out there most of the time- fire truck comes along 
and he would get startled and go inside immediately. Can you imagine having this property right in front of you 

; and being blasted 100x a day? That is an average of 14 minutes on a uniform 24- hour interval! What if it is 
more on the day time hours- every 5 minutes with sirens blaring! That is like putting you own kid on a war 
zone! That is a killer, a death sentence! No person should have to endure such a PROPOSED reality! Auditory 
sensitivity is typical for autism. They are physically hurting with the intensity of the sound. A siren is most 
offensive and hurting because they are not only very loud, but they are unpredictable. There is no warning or 
certainty when these will occur. We have chosen this property less than a year because it is a quite 

i neighborhood - Sherman Oaks. We even chose close to Oxnard Blvd. because Burbank Blvd. is much more 
busy. I am not just going to sit here, pay my property taxes for almost $5,000 a year and to be blasted 100x a 
day! I am a valuable member of the community, that's right! I am a taxpayer! The above is just my property tax 
alone. This site may have passed the zoning factor, but what about the human factor? If this project goes 
through, I will have to sue the city to defend my son's health and living needs. This proposed project has caused 
tremendous personal anguish and undue emotional distress. Put yourself in my self in my shoes and solve this 
dilemma.Here are my questions to you:1) What were the other sites considered??) When was this site 
considered and who approved in choosing this site?3) When did the architectural firm WLC started to work in 
this project?Let me know if you have received this message and please answer the above questions.

! Darlene Maranaa(8181445-0040......Original Message—
! From: Reza Shahmirzadi 

Sent: Aug 7, 2013 1:03 PM 
i To: dalene cabrera

Cc: Allan Kawaguchi, Jim Doty , Curt Klafta , John Brady 
Subject: Re: Opposition to the Proposed Van Nuys Fire Station

Dear Ms. Maranga,

I am so sorry to hear about your dilemma in reference to the proposed Fire 
Station No. 39. My goals and those of my department, are to improve services 
to the community as a whole, so it saddens me to hear that this project may 

j negatively impact your child. By any chance would you consider touring the 
existing fire station 39 with your son, meeting the fire station crew, and 
see them in action or deployment. If so, please let me know and I will make 
the necessary arrangement when it is most convenient for you. Please let 
me know.

I also welcome you to attend the Board of Public Works meeting on August 
21st to express your concerns, as you and your family are valuable members 

I of the community.

Sincerely,

Reza Shahmirzadi 
I Cell 213-761-6518

On Tue, Aug 6, 2013 at 4:43 PM, dalene cabrera wrote:

> Reza Shahmirzadi
> Project Manager 

; >
j > My name is Darlene Maranga and I attended the presentation for the

> proposed Van Nuys Fire Station last Wednesday night.
> I live directly across the proposed site, only 100 ft away on Tiara St.
> Had I known that this project is in the works, we would never have

j > purchased a house here. Our house was just bought late 2012- in less than a 
| > year. My 12-year old is autistic and this is where it becomes complicated 
; > because he cannot stand loud noises - typical for autism. And to live right

> across this proposed fire station would simply be a death sentence, a
> living hell! If this project goes through, I will have to sue the city to
> defend my son’s health and living needs.

j >
> Let me know if you have received this message and what will you do about



j > my dilemma, any resolution-relocation. 
>
> Darlene Maranga 

| > (8181445-0040 
| >

j Reza Shahmirzadi, P.E., S.E.
I Bond Programs Division I Assistant Division Engineer 
| T: (2131 485-4494 I F: (2131 473-4163 | C: (2131 761-6518

1149 S. Broadway, Suite 820, Los Angeles, CA 90015 l M.S. #295

Reza Shahmirzadi, P.E., S.E.
Bond Programs Division I Assistant Division Engineer 
T: (213)485-4494 | F: (213) 473-4163 | C: (213) 761-6518 
1149 S. Broadway, Suite 820, Los Angeles, CA 90015 I M.S. #295
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August 21, 2013
#1 BOE 

(of 7/22/13)
‘ City Council 
Room No. 395 
City Haii

Subject: VAN NUYS FIRE STATION NO. 39 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT (CEQA) COMPLIANCE AND PROJECT APPROVAL (WORK 
ORDER NO. E170094B)

As recommended in the accompanying report of the City Engineer, which this Board has 
adopted, the Board of Public Works recommends that the City Council adopt the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Initial Study/Negative Declaration 
requirements, and that the City Council:

1. Review and consider the Initial Study/Negative Declaration;

2. Find that, on the basis of the whole record, there is no substantial evidence that the 
project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the Initial 
Study/Negative Declaration reflects the City’s independent judgment and analysis;

3. Adopt the Initial Study/Negative Declaration;

4. Approve the project as described in the Initial Study.

FISCAL IMPACT

The project has a budget of approximately $20,200,000 with funding from the surplus 
Proposition F Fire Facilities General Obligation Bond Program savings, program 
contingency, and accrued interest.

APT:mp
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Department of Public Works

Bureau of Engineering 
Report No. 1

CD No. 6

ADOPTED BY THE BOARD 
PUBLIC WORKS OF THE CITY

Van Nuys Fire Station No. 39 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Compliance and Project Approval (Work Order No. E170094B)

Recommendations

1. Consider the CEQA Initial Study/Negative Declaration, which finds that the project 
will not cause significant environmental impacts.

2. Upon adoption of this report, forward it with the following recommendations to the 
City Council for their consideration and approval:

a. Review and consider the Initial Study/Negative Declaration.

b. Find that, on the basis of the whole record, there is no substantial evidence that the 
project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the Initial 
Study/Negative Declaration reflects the City’s independent judgment and analysis.

c. Adopt the Initial Study/Negative Declaration.

d. Approve the project as described in the Initial Study.

Fiscal Impact Statement

The project has a budget of approximately $20,200,000 with funding from surplus 
Proposition F Fire Facilities General Obligation Bond Program savings, program 
contingency, and accrued interest.

Transmittal

Initial Study/Negative Declaration with Appendices A-E, dated May 21, 2013.

Discussion

Background
In 1998, the City of Los Angeles completed a Public Safety Facilities Master Plan study. 
This study determined that most of the existing fire stations were too small and failed to 
meet current Building and Safety Codes. Proposition F was placed on the ballot and 
approved by Los Angeles voters on November 7, 2000. Proposition F authorized the



Report No. 1
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Page 2

issuance of $532.6 million in General Obligation Bonds to finance the construction and 
rehabilitation of fire stations and animal shelters throughout the City of Los Angeles. Of the 
$532.6 million authorization, $378.5 million was allocated to build 19 neighborhood 
fire/paramedic stations, and an emergency air operations/helicopter maintenance facility. 
Nineteen projects have been completed. Upon contract award of the last of these 
original projects, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) reported a Proposition F savings that 
could be used for construction of two new fire stations. In April 2009 and September 
2009 respectively, the Mayor and City Council approved two new projects using 
accrued interest and project savings. The proposed Fire Station No. 39 is one of the two 
added projects that will replace the existing Fire Station No. 39 with a new standard 
fire/paramedic station.

Project Description
The proposed project would be located on the 14600 block of Oxnard Street within the Van 
Nuys-North Sherman Oaks Community Plan Area and within Council District No. 6. The 
City of Los Angeles (City) is proposing to construct a replacement fire station on two vacant 
lots located on the corner of Oxnard Street and Vesper Avenue in Van Nuys. The existing 
Los Angeles City Fire Station No. 39, located at 14415 Sylvan Street (approximately 0.5 
mile northeast), cannot house the additional resources needed to meet present and future 
demands for fire protection services. The City has acquired the property under 
consideration as instructed by Council (CF 12-1579). The proposed project will use accrued 
interest and savings from Proposition F, approved by voters on November 7, 2000. The 
replacement fire station will include an approximate 18,533-square-foot facility and other 
associated improvements. Disposition of the existing Fire Station No. 39 at 14415 Sylvan 
Street has not been determined at this time. Until such a determination is made, the 
Department of General Services would maintain the buildings.

Public Review
The proposed Negative Declaration and Initial Study were circulated for public review 
and comment from May 23 to June 12, 2013. A notice of intent/availability was 
published in the Los Angeles Times on Thursday, May 23, 2013. A notice of 
intent/availability was mailed to interested parties and to owners and occupants of 
properties adjacent to the proposed project site. The notice was also filed with the City 
and County Clerks. The Negative Declaration and Initial Study were available for review 
at the Van Nuys Branch Library, on-line at the Bureau of Engineering’s website, or by 
calling the Environmental Management Group. No comments were received during the 
public review period.

Project Schedule
The above recommended actions are necessary steps in the design phase of the 
project schedule. The project delivery schedule anticipates advertising in October 2013. 
Council action is needed before that date to avoid delaying the project.
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( JED RMK DJW )

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Lee Moore, P.E. 
City Engineer

James E. Doty 
Environmental Affairs Officer 
Phone No. (213) 485-5759

JED/RS/CH/06-2013-0113.EMG.klc

Questions regarding this report 
may be referred to:
Reza Shahmirzadi, P.E., S.E., Senior Project Manager:
Phone No. (213) 485-4494 
E-mail: Reza.Shahmirzadi@lacity.org 

and/or
Catalina Hernandez, Environmental Specialist
Phone No. (213) 485-5756
E-mail: Catalina.Hernandez@lacity.org

Report reviewed by:

BOE (ADM)

Report prepared by:

Environmental Management Group

mailto:Reza.Shahmirzadi@lacity.org
mailto:Catalina.Hernandez@lacity.org


AGENDA 
Fire Station 39 

Community Meeting 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013

Welcome and Introductions 

Public Comments 

Fire Station 39
A. Background of Bond Measure
B. Need for FS 39
C. Site Selection
D. Environmental Clearance
E. Design
F. Construction
G. Station Operations

Next Steps
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September 17, 2013

The Honorable Tom LaBonge 
Councilmember, 4th District 
Room 480, City Hall

SITE SELECTION FOR FIRE STATION 39

Dear Councilmember LaBonge:

Per the request of Councilmember LaBonge, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) is 
providing further background on the site selection process for the new Fire Station 39.

Background
The current Fire Station 39 is located at 14415 Sylvan Street in Council District 6. The 
facility was built 74 years ago, it no longer effectively meets the needs of the Los 
Angeles Fire Department (LAFD). As a result of the surplus funds in the Proposition F 
Fire Bond Program, money was available to replace a station, and Fire Station 39 had 
the greatest need as identified by LAFD.

Site Selection
Prior to determining the new location of Fire Station 39, various sites were reviewed for 
suitability using specific criteria. The enclosed table summarizes the sites, the criteria 
used, and the evaluation completed with LAFD.

LAFD is the lead agency for site selection for new fire stations. LAFD worked closely 
with the CD 6 Council office, and identified seven locations. LAFD and BOE staff then 
assessed the viability of the properties using the following criteria:

• Distance From Existing Station:
LAFD must ensure the new location of any fire station will not adversely impact 
existing response times.

® Parcel Size:
Standard fire stations require a minimum property size of one-acre. In cases 
where a one-acre parcel is not available, sites are sought with adjacent parcels 
that could be joined to meet the one acre size requirement.

® Cost:

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER RecydaMe and mads from redded waste.

http://eng


Councilmember Tom LaBonge 
Site selection for Fire Station 39 
Page 2

The Proposition F Bond Program has budget allocations for property acquisition 
for new stations. The budget allocation for FS 39 included the land purchase cost 
as well as potential costs for the displacement of existing on-site facilities, 
relocation costs, and broker and legal fees as might be required.

° Potential Seller:
It is easier to work with a willing seller. If a seller is uninterested or unwilling to 
sell, it is challenging. We prefer not to use eminent domain for property 
acquisition unless there are no other viable options to meet the public’s need.

° Accessibility:
Corner properties located on major arterials are always the first choice for ease 
and efficiency for egress of all vehicles during emergencies. The ability to drive 
the fire truck in from the rear of the site, ready to roll out, removes the need for 
backing trucks in.

In selecting the site for Fire Station 39, the LAFD, CD 6, and BOE determined that the 
LADWP City-owned property located at 14615 Oxnard Street, northwest of Oxnard and 
Vesper Streets was the best location for the following reasons:

1) It is less than a half mile from the existing fire station and is within the First In service 
area.
2) It met the desired parcel size, as it is just over an acre.
3) The purchase price was within budget.
4) LADWP was willing to sell the parcel.
5) It is a corner property located on a major arterial street, with access from the rear as 
well.

We hope these explanations provide a clearer understanding of the site selection 
process for Fire Station 39. The LAFD and BOE are happy to answer any question you 
might have.

Sincerely,

Allan Kawaguchi, Program Manager 
Bond Programs Division 
Bureau of Engineering 
Department of Public Works

Chief Curt Klafta
Los Angeles Fire Department
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ATK:rc

Enclosure: Fire Station 39 Site Evaluation Matrix dated September 17, 2013 
cc: Councilmember Martinez, Council District No.6

Commissioner Kevin James, Board of Public Works
Commissioner Matt Szabo, Board of Public Works
Greg Good, Office of the Mayor
Miguel Santana, City Administrative Officer
Gerry Miller, Chief Legislative Analyst
Fire Chief Cummings, LAFD
Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer
Maria Cardenas, Office of City Administrative Officer
Mandana Khatibshahidi, Office of Chief Legislative Analyst
Deborah Weintraub, Bureau of Engineering





Attachment: Site Selection for Fire Station 39

Additional Property Mentioned at Neighborhood Council Meeting on August 14,2013

US Post Office
Van Nuys and Delano Street No issue. Less than one acre. Unknown, Property not for sale.

Meets corner parcel 
preference. Located 
on arterial street.

Property not available 
during the initial site 
search. Site provided 
by the community at 
the August 2013 
meeting.

KEY:
Green Text: Presents no problem. 
Brown Text: Maybe.
Red Text: Not possible.

September 17, 2013



Estacion de Bomberos 39 - Van Nuys 
HOJA DE DATOS

Proposicion F - Antecedentes del Programa de Bonos para las Instalaciones de Bomberos
La Proposicion F - Programa de Bonos para las Instalaciones de Bomberos de la Ciudad de Los Angeles, 
aprobada por dos tercios de los votantes en noviembre de 2000, proporciona $378.5 millones pagados a 
traves de los impuestos sobre la propiedad para financiar la construccion de 19 instalaciones de 
bomberos, paramedicos, operaciones aereas y una estacion de bomberos satelite. La financiacion de los 
bonos cubre la adquisicion de terrenos, diseno, construccion y expansion de estas instalaciones. Tras 
completar todas las instalaciones planificadas, los ahorros del proyecto e intereses devengados permitiran 
que se construya estaciones de bomberos adicionales, lo que permite que se construya la nueva Estacion 
de Bomberos 39.

Ubicacion
La nueva Estacion de Bomberos 39 es una estacion de bomberos estandar con 18,533 pies cuadrados. 
Sera construida en aproximadamente un acre, en el 14615 Oxnard Street en Van Nuys. El sitio, que ya 
pertenece a la Ciudad de Los Angeles, fue utilizado por el Departamento de Agua y Electricidad (LADWP), 
y no requirio el desplazamiento ni la reubicacion de los residentes o negocios. Esta localizada en la 
esquina de Oxnard y Vesper Streets, el sitio esta localizado en una esquina lo que permite el acceso a las 
rutas principales y ofrecera un lapso de tiempo rapido para responder.

Personal, equipo y area de servicio
La Estacion de Bomberos 39 albergara a un Comando Especial de tres partes, un camion con escalera, 
dos camiones de bomberos y dos ambulancias de rescate, un jefe de batallon. 12 a 14 bomberos, personal 
de paramedicos y director ejecutivo. La estacion servira un area de 6.62 millas cuadradas con actividad 
robusta que incluye viviendas residenciales, locales de venta al por menor y uso comercial, asi como el 
complejo muy ocupado de la Municipalidad (City Hall) y el Tribunal de Van Nuys.

Antecedentes de la nueva Estacion de Bomberos 39
Selection del sitio
Antes de determinar la ubicacion de la Estacion de Bomberos 39, se revisaron seis sitios mediante el 
siguiente criterio para ver si eran adecuados: 1) la distancia de la estacion de bomberos existente; 2) la 
ubicacion de por lo menos una ruta secundaria; 3) el costo; 4) vendedor voluntario; y un criterio opcional 
importante fue si la ubicacion estaba en una parcela de esquina.

Automation medioambiental
Basados en un estudio inicial preparado de conformidad con la Ley de California de Calidad 
Medioambiental, el Departamento de Obras Publicas ha recomendado la adoption del “Negative 
Declaration”. A pesar de que no se ha citado explicitamente en el estudio inicial, el historial de usos 
pasados del sitio ha sido investigado detalladamente y documentado. Numerosas pruebas han revelado 
que no hay ninguna contamination inusual o extraordinaria.

Diseno de la estacion
Todas las estaciones de bomberos construidas como parte del Programa de Bonos de la Proposicion F, 
tienen las mismas caracteristicas y disenos. La Estacion de Bomberos 39 es una estacion estandar pero 
incluye un componente de capacitacion para los capitanes de bomberos asi que se agregaron 3283 pies
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cuadrados adicionales. Cuenta con un total de 18,533 pies cuadrados. La Estacion de Bomberos 39 
incluira cuatro espacios de equipo pesados y tres de equipo liviano con salida en Oxnard Street y entrada 
en Aetna Street. La estacion tambien incluira un deposito de combustible de la ciudad y equipo 
especializado. El diseno tipico de una estacion de bomberos incluye perforaciones en la propiedad para 
hacer pruebas sobre el tipo de suelo, la compactacion, posible contamination y otros problemas. En este 
sitio se llevaron a cabo 17 perforaciones. Todas las estaciones de bomberos recientemente construidas 
estan disenadas con un nivel minimo de certificacion de Silver LEED[i] (Liderazgo en Energia y Diseno 
Medioambiental) en la eficiencia energetica, sostenibilidad, y la reduction de costos de operation.

Construccion
La Estacion de Bomberos 39 sera una instalacion de ultima generation dedicada a salvar vidas, con 
equipo moderno que permita que el personal de bomberos desempene mejor su trabajo y salve vidas. Se 
espera que el proceso de construccion tome 20 meses y comience en la primavera de 2014. La primera 
fase incluira la demolicion, excavacion y nivelacion del sitio. El material de la demolicion y excavacion sera 
removido del sitio.

Durante la construccion el sitio estara cercado y cerrado con Have durante las horas que no son laborales. 
El area de preparation para la construccion estara localizada en la obra. Los vecinos deberian esperar 
minimo polvo, ruido, uso de maquinaria pesada en la obra y ocasionalmente impactos del trafico durante la 
entrega de materiales y equipo. Las horas normales de construccion permitidas por la ciudad seran 
utilizadas; asimismo, no se espera trabajo nocturno ni durante los fines de semana.

Operaciones
La recien construida Estacion de Bomberos 39 y la serial de control preventivo (esto permite a la estacion 
controlar los semaforos adyacentes) se espera que abra en el 2016, esta permitira a LAFD servir mejor y 
de manera mas eficiente a la comunidad de Van Nuys. La estacion estara abierta y funcionara 24 horas al 
dia, siete dias a la semana. El numero tipico de llamadas que se espera para esta estacion es 
aproximadamente 19 por dia. Las horas pico para la Estacion de Bomberos 39 son de 10:00 am hasta las 
6:00 pm. Para esta estacion, se espera recibir aproximadamente una llamada por hora en las horas pico y 
durante las horas que no son pico a media noche de 10 p.m. a 6 a.m., aproximadamente una llamada cada 
dos horas.

Todo el personal de LAFD que trabaja en la FS 39 entiende que ellos son parte de la vecindad. No seran 
vecinos descorteses, sino, seran respetuosos, conscientes, profesionales, sensibles y mas que nada, 
responderan a las necesidades de la comunidad.

###

[i]Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design LEED, a green building tool that addresses lower operating costs, conserves energy, water and other resources, 
a designation by the U.S. Green Building Council
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