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File No. 13-1195

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to bicycle and pedestrian counts-
enhanced data collection by the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT).

Recommendation for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Bonin - O'Farrell):

DIRECT the LADOT to report in eight months relative to:

a. A draft Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts policy.

b. An assessment of the resources, budget, and staffing required to establish standardized
best-practices data collection and entry processes, data management and reporting
protocols, and expand information technology capability to support an Annual Pedestrian
and Bicycle Count and Pre- and Post-Evaluation of active transportation projects.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The LADOT reports current staffing levels are appropriate for this
interim approach to updating the Department's current methodology for capturing bicycle and
pedestrian data, but it is recommended that this is only be considered a short term, interim
solution. Staff will report back with long-term solutions and associated staffing and funding
needs for equipment and consultant costs.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

In a report to Council dated March 20, 2014 (attached to the Council file), LADOT discussed
enhancing efforts to collect pedestrian and bicycle transportation data. The Department reports
that bicycle and pedestrian counts are one of the essential metrics for assessing the potential
contribution of active transportation mobility toward achieving improved safety, congestion
reduction, air quality, and public health objectives. Count metrics will also support prioritization of
future transportation and infrastructure.

The Department goes on to discuss the current methodology used to collect this data,
recommendations for improvements, building data metrics capacity and repository, and future
counts projects. A working group convened by the Department will develop recommendations to
ensure the formalizing of a consistent, active transportation count standards, methodologies,
and reporting for projects, and the establishing of an Annual Pedestrian and Bicycle Count for
the City of Los Angeles. The report recommends that the Department proceed with the
development of a Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts policy, and to evaluate the resources needed
to support an annual count.

At its meeting held March 26, 2014, the Transportation Committee discussed this matter with
LADOT staff. Department staff discussed new methodologies for pedestrian and bicycle counts
data, and how the data can be used to prioritize future transit infrastructure projects. It is
anticipated that the Department will report back with a comprehensive new policy in 2015. In
response to a concern raised by a Committee member regarding data bias resulting from the
announcement of bicycle and pedestrian data counts, Department staff and the program working
group will discuss the use of an ongoing data collection method such as those used in vehicle
traffic studies. The Committee Chair suggested that data counts also include pedestrian and



bicycle trip start and end points. During the public comment period, members of the community
expressed support for the Department's report. Committee recommended that Council approve
LADOT's report recommendations.
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