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September 13, 2018

Council President Herb Wesson 
Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Additional Funds for Hollywood Central Park EIR, Council File No.: 13-1248-S1

Dear Council President Wesson and Councilmember O'Farrell,

United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles (UN4LA) is writing to express its concern over 
the City Council’s recent approval of $2,004,000 for the completion of the EIR for the 
proposed Hollywood Central Park (HCP). While some of this money appears to come 
from the unspent balance from the last contract with FCS International and Friends of 
Hollywood Central Park (FHCP), we are surprised that the City is ready to spend 
$1,529,000 on the completion of an environmental assessment that should have been 
finished years ago.

Back in December 2011, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa approved $2,000,000 for this
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undertaking, authorizing an MOU to which FHCP and the Bureau of Engineering were 
parties. What has been accomplished over the past seven years? In reviewing Council 
actions related to this project, we find a confusing trail of funds allocated to different City 
departments with no clear accounting of how this money has been spent or how much 
has actually been achieved. We have to question the approval of additional funds on a 
project that is clearly behind schedule and has, as yet, produced no visible results.

We must also question the reasoning behind the creation of the HCP. While there is no 
doubt that the Hollywood area could use additional open space for recreation, the 
community’s existing parks are suffering from years of neglect. A policy paper prepared 
in 2010 for the Los Angeles Sustainability Collaborative put the price tag for the hCp at 
$950 million. This figure does not even include the annual cost of maintenance, an 
important consideration since Rec & Parks is struggling to maintain existing parks. Has 
the City Council looked at other options? We believe that before moving forward with 
the HCP the City should prepare an analysis to determine whether there might be a 
more cost-effective approach that would involve restoring and expanding open space in 
Hollywood.

If the estimated price tag for the HCP was $950 million in 2010, it seems likely that eight 
years down the road increased costs for labor and materials would push the total to over 
$1 billion. In addition, the funds needed to maintain an approximately 40 acre park 
would be considerable. We believe that, in order to ensure good stewardship of 
taxpayer money, the following steps are necessary:

1.
The City must prepare an updated estimate of the cost of completing the HCP, 
along with an estimate of the annual cost to maintain the park.

2.
The City must conduct an audit of FHCP's books to determine how previously 
allocated funds have been spent. If the group is receiving taxpayer funds, then 
taxpayers have a right to know where the money is going.

3.
FHCP must release a report detailing progress on the EIR so far.

4.
The City must consider alternatives to creating the HCP. The City needs to ask if 
it would be more cost effective to renovate, upgrade and expand on the existing 
park infrastructure in Hollywood through conventional methods, rather than 
spend $1 billion on a complex and resource intensive project that would involve 
building a 40-acre structure over the Hollywood Freeway. In fact, for $500 
million, half the cost of the HCP, the City could not only renovate and expand 
parks in Hollywood, but it could probably do the same for other LA communities 
that are underserved when it comes to green space and open space.

We believe completing these steps will give the City Council the information it needs to 
accurately assess the true viability of the HCP, to understand what progress has been 
made so far on the EIR, and to reassure taxpayers that FHCP has been a good steward
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of public funds.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Casey Maddren, President
United Neighborhoods for Los Angeles
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