
 

 

 
 
December 9, 2013 
 
Re: 13-1469 Los Angeles Zoo & CAO Reports 
 
Joint - Arts, Parks, Health, Aging, and River Committee, Budget & Finance Committee 
 
 
Dear Councilmembers, 
 
The Los Angeles Zoo has been largely supported by tax-paying citizens since it was 
established in 1912. Upon spending nearly 172 million dollars with the Zoo Capital 
Improvement Project, mostly on new and renovated structures and facilities, the 
importance of protecting our investment made in the zoo has never been greater. The 
vast majority of the Capital Improvement Project funds came from various public-funded 
propositions. 
 
With respect to the budget and MOU, we respectfully disagree that charging for 
preferred parking is a required measure. This line item of a mere $111,000 per year 
should be stricken from the budget promptly. Please see reasons for this opinion in the 
article published in Friends of Griffith Park newsletter, submitted for the record 
separately. 
 
With respect to the operation of the Los Angeles Zoo, oversight, control, and 
transparency should continue with these points in mind: 
 

1. Context of the Zoo within Griffith Park - Designated by UCLA as a County of Los 
Angeles as a Significant Environmental Area for its substantial populations of 
native flora and fauna, the park offers visitors opportunities to encounter nature in 
the wild, especially considering LA is such a large metropolis. Operations should 
continue to be sensitive in context to Griffith Park’s rich habitat and biodiversity. 

 
2. Context of Zoo within a Historic-Cultural Monument - Griffith Park is L.A. Historic-

Cultural Monument #942 and, as such, is the City’s largest landmark. Although 
the Zoo is not historically significant in itself, it is located within the landmark’s 
boundaries and is adjacent to areas of the Park that are historically important.  
Operations should continue to be sensitive to the Park’s historic context. 

 
3. The highest animal care standards - Animal care standards should be continually 

affirmed by the City Council and the public on an annual basis, as always. 
 



 

 

4. Transparency and accountability - As LA Zoo property, buildings and animals are 
owned by the people of Los Angeles, operation and management should be 
conducted with transparency and accountability to the City and the public. 

 
It is our wish that the Los Angeles Zoo continues with its solid mission-based 
fundamentals which uphold animal welfare, education, and conservation of habitat and 
wildlife. We look to a continued relationship with the zoo’s excellent staff. 
 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Gerry Hans 
President 
 
gerry@friendsofgriffithpark.org 
 


