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File #:  13-1469

Monday, December 9, 2013

To the esteemed members of the City Councils Arts, Parks, Health, Aging and River Committee and the Budget
and Finance Committee: 

I regret that I cannot share my thoughts in person today, but hope my words will convey my support for the Los
Angeles Zoo and Botanical Garden’s Business Plan, the Zoo’s vital partnership with GLAZA and the incredible
resource and value of the Zoo to our great city.  I write individually, as a Zoo Commissioner; I am not representing
an action of the Commission.

When I was recently appointed and confirmed to the Zoo Commission, like many, I  felt I had a good idea of the
Zoo’s operations because of my frequent visits and ongoing membership.  A native Angeleno, I grew up with the
Los Angeles Zoo and have witnessed its’ many changes, most notably the recent ones showing the Zoo’s true
potential.  I have four children and write a weekly parenting piece for Los Angeles Magazine.  As such, I am in
constant dialogue with parents and kids in Los Angeles. 

Once I officially began my role as a Commissioner, it did not take long to recognize the great strides the Zoo has
made, in spite of a troubled economy, but it also became very clear that without adequate funding, our
community and children will not enjoy all that the Zoo can be.  I have observed a passionate team at the Zoo;
people whose salaries have little to do with their dedication and vision.  These folks understand, on a deep level,
the many benefits a society enjoys when a connection is made between people and animals.  Beyond the
entertainment value of the Zoo, the conservation efforts and educational opportunities offered are both humbling
and eye opening. 

The support of GLAZA is a critical part of keeping the Zoo’s momentum moving forward.  GLAZA alone cannot be
expected to satisfy the many financial needs of the Zoo, but the support offered both financially and in services is
absolutely essential.  The more I have learned as a Commissioner, the more I recognize the depth of GLAZA’s
role in sustaining the positive gains that have been made. 

The Zoo is a place for people from all socio-economic backgrounds of our community.  It is geographically
located in the “heart” of our large city and, by its very nature, it calls families and constituents to it.  But how
often?  And with how much zeal?  You will read the reports conducted to get specific statistics.  But, I will share
my unofficial reporting as a mom who is interacting everyday with the demographic that makes up much of the
zoo’s target audience: families. 

Angelenos feel an attachment to the experience of going to the zoo.  Parents notice and appreciate the
improvements at our zoo, commenting on the newest exhibits, which remarkably stand out by creating natural
habitats and providing incredible teachable moments for visitors.  There’s a reason why kids race to LAIR and the
Elephants of Asia exhibit.  Those exhibits spark their curiosity and make them want to come back again and
again.  There is no doubt The Rainforest of the Americas will do the same.  Exceptional experiences, through
additional improved exhibits, interactive animal feedings and ongoing educational opportunities, are what



Angelenos yearn for and what will make our Zoo a star and fierce competitor with other nearby zoos or
attractions.

We have an opportunity to make the Zoo all that it can be.  The team behind the Zoo, led by our committed and
caring Zoo Director, John Lewis, will make it happen… if they have the means to do it.  Without the security of a
consistent level of City support from the General Fund, it is will be an uphill ongoing challenge for the Zoo to
achieve its’ vision.  If manifested, that vision would not only make the Zoo shine, but Angelenos could experience,
in a tangible and incredibly fulfilling way, the strides the City of Los Angeles can make in always making our city
the greatest it can be.

With great appreciation, 

Yasmine Johnson

Zoo Commissioner
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