
From: Hyperion Avenue Neighborhood Association
To: Planning and Land Use Management Committee

18 March 2014

Good Afternoon Committee Members:

I am here today to urge you to require that developers of small lot projects comply with the 2014 Small
Lot Design Guidelines, as advised by the Director of Planning, Michael J. LoGrande, in his Advisory
Agency Policy dated 29 January 2014. I also would like to recommend that the Guidelines be called
Rules to reinforce the point that they are mandatory rather than voluntary. As written, the document is
ambiguous because of language that says the Guidelines should not be used as a basis for approving or
denying a project. If a project that does not adhere to the Guidelines can't be rejected on this basis,
what is the purpose of these Guidelines and on what basis could the project be rejected? Please make
the language clear so that projects that fail to comply can be rejected.

In its letter today toPL UM, the Building Industry Association states, that "the BIA is supportive of the
Planning Department's recently issued Guidelines" and concedes that "some projects constructed in the
past. .. have not met the intent of the Small Lot Subdivision Ordinance and/or have been poor additions
to the community. The Guidelines should serve to prevent this from occurring in the future:'

What the BrA does not mention is that Small Lot Desigl} Guidelines already existed and that these
structures were built because the rules were voluntary and therefore ignored by developers. Residents
across Los Angeles have been fighting these projects. I, for one, collected 120 stakeholder signatures as
part of an effort to convince the Silver Lake Neighborhood Council Governing Board to reject a
proposal for the 800 block of Hyperion Avenue. As the attached rendering shows, the structure
completely ignored scale, setbacks and character. It also disregarded parking constraints and public
safety on a substandard street just south of a dangerous, blind curve.

It is simply unacceptable to allow developers to come into our neighborhoods, build developments that
ignore Guidelines that no one makes them accountable to, so they can extract maximum profit at the
expense of our quality of life and then leave us with the negative consequences.

Council Member Tom LaBonge had these negative consequences in mind on ,{November 2013 when
he submitted Motion 13-1478, which states "I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Planning
be instructed to update and improve the Small Lot Subdivision Guidelines." Mr. LoGrande responded
by generating his January 29 Advisory Agency Policy. But this won't change anything if the Guidelines
remain voluntary.

It is time that city government take seriously what its constituents are trying to communicate. These
projects need to be evaluated on a case by case basis and developers must be made accountable to these
revised design rules. I urge you to take a stand and make it clear that development will not be allowed
at the expense of our communities.

Thank you.

David Modern,
Resident, 863 Hyperion Ave.




