
March 24, 2014

City Clerk
200 N. Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Attn: Sharon Gin

RE: Errant Golf Ball Fence at 10101 West Wilshire Boulevard

City Council File 13-1489; ZA-2011-1046-AV-ZAA-1A

Dear Ms. Gin:

Thank you for providing the City of Beverly Hills (City) the opportunity to comment on the Planning 
and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee’s upcoming public hearing on the Zone Variance to 
permit the construction of an errant golf ball deflection fence located at 10101 West Wilshire Boulevard. 
Due to the proposed fence’s close proximity to the City and potential negative impacts associated with 
the fence the City is requesting that the following comments be considered by the PLUM.

The proposed fence, at 150 to 166 feet tall, is substantially taller than a fence of 30 feet that would 
normally be permitted in the A1-1XL zone. The City has concerns that construction of this fence would 
create negative aesthetic impacts for residents of the City of Beverly Hills and that the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) for the project does not adequately address aesthetic impacts.

The City has concerns over the adequacy of the environmental document that was prepared for the 
Project. The MND states that the project’s potential to “substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the sfte and it§.surroundings” is less than significant (ENV-2011-1047-MND, Pg. 
9). The City disagrees that there is substantial etidence (as defined in Section 15384 of Title 14 of the
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California Code of Regulations) to support this conclusion and holds that a fair argument cannot be 
made in support of the conclusion that the impact will be less than significant.

The City of Beverly Hills Urban Designer, Bill Crouch, reviewed the project and prepared the attached 
Memo that outlines the significant detrimental effects of the proposed barrier. Mr. Crouch is a member 
of the American Institute of Architects, is certified with the National Council of Architect Registration 
Boards in Washington, DC., and is a certified planner with the American Planning Association. Given 
the expert opinion of Mr. Crouch and the serious implications to the quality and character of the 
adjacent residential neighborhoods, Beverly Hills requests the City of Los Angeles prepare an Environ
mental Impact Report, consistent with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, 
and more thoroughly evaluate reasonable project alternatives, such as a shorter fence, appropriately 
planted mature trees, or other design schemes.

If, after consideration of alternatives, the PLUM determines that the proposed fence is necessary, the 
City would like to request the following:

® Given that the main objective of the fence is the protect the entitled 9900 Wilshire project from 
errant golf balls, the City requests a condition that prohibits the construction of the fence prior 
to the commencement construction of the 9900 Wilshire Project.

® Please remove the faux palm fronds that are planned to be placed atop the 150-166 foot tall fence 
posts. Faux palm fronds further detract and degrade the existing native vegetation at the Coun
try Club.

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide comments regarding the proposed errant golf ball 
fence. Please contact Timothea Tway at (310) 285-1122 if you have any questions on this letter.

Sincerely,
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Att: Memo on Aesthetic Impacts of Proposed Errant Golf Ball Fence at 10101 Wilshire Boulevard

CC: Jeff Kolin, City Manager
Susan Healy Keene, AICP, Director of Community Development 
George Chavez, Director of Public Works Services 
Trish Rhay, Utilities Manager
Aaron Kunz, AICP, Deputy Director of Transportation 
Joe Matsch, Fire Battalion Chief 
George Demarois, Police Sergeant
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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

MEMORANDUM

TO: Jonathan Lait, AICP
City Planner

FROM: William Crouch, AIA, AICP
Urban Designer

DATE: March 24, 2014

SUBJECT: Aesthetic Impacts of Proposed 
Boulevard

Errant Golf Ball Fence at 10101 Wilshire

The proposed barrier would have in my opinion a significant and detrimental effect on the 
aesthetic - visual amenity of the area both in daylight and at night. Its height is unnecessarily 
imposing, and will substantially degrade the existing open vistas which are the primary visual 
characteristics of the site and surroundings.

The finished surface of the proposed barrier, because of its significant height and breadth, 
could contribute significantly and detrimentally to the amount of natural and artificial light 
reflected from finished surfaces as well as seriously intensified glare issues and reflected solar 
heat gain.

The entire structure will act like a sail and need to withstand enormous wind loads and would 
be subject to naturally induced vibrations in the structure that could create audible 
frequencies.

If the intent is to stop the flight of errant golf balls there should be a more detailed study of 
alternative solutions that are less seriously over designed and would not have a detrimental 
impact to the extant character of adjacent Beverly Hills neighborhoods.


