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Subject: ACQUISITION OF LAND THROUGH EMINENT DOMAIN RELATING TO THE
BARREN RIDGE RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT (BRRTP)

SUMMARY

The Department of Water and Power (DWP; Department) requests approval of a proposed
Resolution of Necessity 015-063 and findings of the DWP Board of Commissioners (Board), by
Ordinance, authorizing the Department to exercise eminent domain for the acquisition of 73
parcels of land required for the Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Project (BRRTP).

Approval of the proposed Resolution of Necessity also authorizes the City Attorney to take all
steps necessary to commence legal proceedings to acquire the properties by eminent domain as
well as others related actions. Pursuant to City Charter Section 675(d)(1), the power of
condemnation shall only be exercised with the approval of the City Council. The City Attorney has
approved the proposed Resolution of Necessity and Ordinance as to form and legality.

According to the City Attorney, the proposed action is in accordance with California Government
Code Section 37350.5, Code of Civil Procedure Sections 1240.010 and 1240.125; Public Utilities
Code Sections 10001 and 10004; and the Los Angeles City Charter Section 675(d)(1).

Pursuant to approval from the City Council, by Ordinance, the DWP Board adopted the proposed
Resolution of Necessity and findings at its regular meeting held on October 21, 2014.

BACKGROUND

As part of the plan to meet the DWP Renewable Portfolio Standard goals, the Department is
developing new solar and wind energy generating resources throughout the local region.
Consistent with the Department's plans and the BRRTP, DWP requires additional transmission
facilities and expansion of its transmission capacity through the region. Specific BRRTP
improvements consist of the following:

• Expand the existing Barren Ridge Switching Station (BRSS);
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• Construct a new switching station in Haskell Canyon;

• Construct a new 61 mile 230 kilovolt (kV) double-circuit transmission line from the DWP
BRSS to Haskell Canyon;

• Upgrade 76 miles of the existing Barren Ridge-Rinaldi transmission line; and

• Construct a new 12 mile 230kV circuit transmission line from Haskell Canyon to the
Castaic Power Plant.

DWP states that the land to be acquired is located within Kern County and Los Angeles County
along an approximately 61-mile, 200-foot wide corridor of undeveloped land adjacent to an
existing transmission line corridor. It is asserted by the Department that the acquisition of these
parcels is necessary for the development of an expanded transmission line corridor which is
needed to transmit renewable energy from the region to the City of Los Angeles, as approved by
Ordinance on April 28, 2013 (C.F. 13-1562; Ordinance 182950). Furthermore, the proposed
expansion of the transmission corridor would provide sufficient spacing needed to maintain and
protect three contiguous and parallel high voltage transmission lines.

PROPERTY ACQUISITION

DWP presented purchase offers with the DWP approved appraised value beginning in July 2014
to 126 of the approximately 450 affected land owners located in the segment of the project
between Aqueduct City and the area west of Rosamond. Voluntary sale agreements were
accepted by 53 land owners. However, the Department has not been able to reach an agreement
on the remaining 73 parcels included in this request. DWP asserts that the public interest and
necessity require acquisition of these parcels for the BRRTP. Therefore, the Department and the
City Attorney recommend proceeding with acquisition through eminent domain.

In accordance with California Eminent Domain Law, DWP mailed notices to the 73 affected
property owners informing them about the DWP Board meeting on October 21, 2014, and their
right to appear and to be heard regarding the proposed Resolution of Necessity and findings
listed below:

i. Whether the public interest and necessity require the BRRTP.

ii. Whether the BRRTP is planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible
with the greatest public good and the least private injury.

iii. Whether the subject parcel(s) is/are necessary for the BRRTP.

iv. Whether either the offer(s) required by Section 7267.2 of the Government Code
has/have been made to the owner or owners of record, or the offer(s) has/have not
been made because the owner(s) cannot be located with reasonable diligence.

v. Whether the requisite environmental review of the BRRTP has been completed
consistent with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

As indicated earlier in this report, pursuant to approval from the City Council, by Ordinance, the
DWP Board adopted the proposed Resolution of Necessity and findings at its regular meeting
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It is noted by DWP that this proposed request is the second of four anticipated batches of parcels
that DWP has identified as necessary for acquisition through eminent domain. The first batch of
44 parcels associated with the BRRTP was approved for acquisition through eminent domain by
City Council on October 8, 2014, pursuant to Ordinance No. 183247 (C.F. 13-1562-S1). Below is
a table that summarizes the DWP real estate acquisition activities for the BRRTP:

Total
Parcels

Parcels Acquired
with a Voluntary
Sales Agreement

Parcels Identified as
Requiring Eminent

Domain
Status

Batch 1 122 78 44 Approved by City Council
October 8, 2014

Batch 2 126 53 73 Proposal is pending City
Council approval

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The DWP, the United States Forest Service, and the United States Bureau of Land Management
prepared a joint Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) / Environmental Impact Review (EIR) for
the proposed BRRTP. A draft EIS/EIR which contained three route alternatives was released in
August 2011 for a 60 day public comment period. The final EIS/EIR was released approximately
a year later and DWP certified the FINAL EIR and approved the BRRTP with route Alternative
No. 2 on September 18, 2012. Route Alternative No. 2 was selected because it is the shortest
route that contains all project components within a single utility corridor which would limit the
environmental impact and cost of the BRRTP. Additionally, the project components will be located
adjacent to an existing transmission corridor and next to existing DWP facilities, which can utilize
an existing network of access roads further resulting in the least ground impact among the three
routes considered.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Mayor and City Council:

Approve the proposed Resolution of Necessity and findings of the DWP Board of Commissioners,
by Ordinance, authorizing DWP to exercise eminent domain for the acquisition of 73 parcels of
land with a total appraised value of approximately $1.8 million for the Barren Ridge Renewable
Transmission Project, located in Kern County and Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Approval of the proposed resolution and Ordinance authorizes a process to legally acquire 73
parcels of land. The total appraised value of the parcels to be acquired through this proposed
process is approximately $1,768,340. Sufficient funding exists within the Power Revenue Fund.
The proposed resolution complies with the Department's adopted Financial Policies. There is no
impact to the City's General Fund.
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TIME LIMIT FOR COUNCIL ACTION

The City Attorney advises that there is no time limitation for items approved by ordinance.

MAS RR: 06150034


