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Dear Los Angeles City Couneilmembers and Mayor Garcetti,

Re: Council File Number: 13- 1641
Council File Title: Taylor Yard G2 Parcel / Union Pacific Railroad Company / Potential 
Acquisitions

On behalf of Friends of the Los Angeles River, 1 write to you today in fervent support of the 
City’s purchase of the G2 parcel. For over 30 years, Friends of the Los Angeles River have 
worked to create an enduring vision for the LA River that acknowledges both her ecological 
health and potential benefit to her communities. Under your steadfast leadership, a regionally 
transformative future for this precious urban waterway has been charted and now begins to take 
root. Together, we supported the completion and adoption of ARBOR and Alternative 20 - a 
crucial first step towards ensuring a multi-neneficial future Los Angeles River. Today, we stand 
at the brink of moving this precedent-setting plan into reality as you consider the purchase of the 
G2 parcel. As the “crown jewel” of Alternative 20, we strongly urge you to approve the 
purchase of the Taylor Yard’s G2 parcel.

The purchase of the G2 will represent the City’s first major land acquisition towards Los 
Angeles River restoration as proposed in ARBOR’s Alternative 20 and the City’s 2007 Lo.v 
Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan. As part of Alternative 20, it will help create 2,671 new 
long-term jobs, $4.8 billion in labor revenue, and restore 719 riparian acres to a more natural 
state. The G2 parcel is one of the critical linchpins in ARBOR’S success and is decades in the 
making. It provides unique potential for a more natural and dynamic LA River that supports 
flood risk through historic floodplain reclamation, provides significant ecological habitat 
restoration, and augments connectivity to the Rio de Los Angeles State Park.

In these uncertain times, committing to this investment in our community and our River is 
important now more than ever. With $375.8M allocated to ARBOR for the federal cost share in 
the recently passed WIIN/WRDA and a $25M purchase contribution from the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy (SMMC), the River’s financial outlook is more positive than ever.
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You continue to have our commitment as your partner in identifying and securing funds for 
implementation.

From one Friend of the River to another, I ask you to take a concrete step towards the future that 
we have built together and close escrow on the G2 parcel. The River and FoLAR thank you for 
your leadership.

Best,

Marissa Christiansen 
Executive Director
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January 12, 2017

Dear I,os Angeles City Councilmembers and Mayor Garcetti,

Re: Council File Number: .2 16^1
Council File Title: Taylor Yard G2 Parcel / Union Pacific Railroad Company / Potential Acquisition

The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council Supports the Purchase and Remediation of the G2 Parcel.

As the largest parcel available in the ARBOR Study it has been referred to as a “lynch pin’' by many leaders. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the City to acquire this parcel for LA River restoration, hydrology 
and public benefit. The Glendale Narrows and ARBOR Study offer the City a unique opportunity to create an 
urban river, which addresses hydrology, restoration and open space, while keeping the need and use of the LA 
River as flood control at the forefront.

Additionally, as the city moves forward in acquisition and future design of the G2 parcel and others noted in 
the ARBOR Study area, there will be an oppo’tunity for increased flood channel capacity and reducing risks 
for riverfront communities, while simultaneously creating a unique and connected open space park along the 
Glendale Narrows section of the LA River for all Angelinos to safely access, use and enjoy.

Wc understand that the purchase, which uses public funds, will be a dedicated open space park area with low 
impact passive recreation centered on LA River restoration and hydrology. Mayor Garcerti has called it the 
“crown jewel” of open space along the Los Angeles River. This would require all other uses, private, public, 
commercial, etc. to be set aside now and m the future. Our support is based upon this premise; an unstated 
public contract with use of public funds, for this land to be used as open space dedicated to the ARBOR Study 
hydrology and restoration, while keeping LA River flood control as first priority.

The acquisition of the G2 parcel for the ARBOR Study purposes is the first of many steps on the path to 
envisioning a “new” future for the LA River, thereby creating a social, cultural and historic asset for the local 
communities, the City of I,os Angeles and the Slate of California.

Thank you for supporting the LA River and Riverfront comma 1'M-1
Sincerely,

Edward Monissey 
Co-Chair

Cc: LA County Supervisors Sheila Kuehl and Hilda Solis, U.S Congressman Adam Schiff, CA State 
Assembly Laura Freidman, CA State Senators Anthony Portantino and Kevin DeLeon
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Contact Information
Neighborhood Council: Atwater Village Neighborhood Council 
Name: Torin Dunnavant 
Phone Number: 3107171831 
Email' torin@atwatervillaae.om
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(15) Nay(O) Abstain(O) Ineligible(O) Recusal(O)
Date of NC Board Action: 01/12/2017 
Type of NC Board Action: For
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Summary: The Atwater Village Neighborhood Council Supports the Purchase and Remediation of the 

G2 Parcel.

As the largest parcel available in the ARBOR Study it has been referred to as a "lynch pin” by many leaders 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the City to acquire this parcel for l A River restoration, hydrology arid 
pub'ic benefit. The Glendale Narrows and ARBOR Study offer the City a unique opportunity to create an urban 
river, which addresses hydrology, restoration and open space, while keeping the need and use of the LA River 
as flood control at the forefront

Additionally, as the city moves forward ,n acquisition and future design of the G2 parcel ana others noted in the 
ARBOR Study area, there will be an opportunity for increased flood channel capacity and reducing risks for 
riverfront communities while simultaneously creating a unique and connected open space park along the 
Glendale Narrows section of the LA River tor all Angelinos to safely access, use and enjoy.

We understand that the purchase, which uses public funds, will be a dedicated open space park area with low 
impact passive recreation centered on LA River restoration and hydrology. Mayor Garcetti has called it the 
"crown jewel" of open space along the t os Angeles River. This would require all other uses, private, public, 
commercial, etc. to be set aside now ana in the future. Our support is based upon this premise; an unstated 
public contract with use of public funds, for this land to be used as open space dedicated to the ARBOR Study 
hydrology and restoration, while keeping tV\ River flood control as first priority.

The acquisition of the G2 parcel for the ARBOR Study purposes is the first of many steps on the path to 
envisioning a "new” future for the LA River thereby creating a social, cultural and historic asset for the local 
communities, the City of L.os Angeles and the Strata of Califor nia.

Thank you for supporting the I A River and Riverfront communities.


