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SUBJECT: Resolution (Buscaino - Bonin) to support AB 2337, which would increase the
length of time a driver's license would be revoked for drivers convicted of
committing a hit and run offense

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Buscaino - Bonin) to include in the City's
2013 - 2014 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 2337 (Linder), which would increase
the length of time a driver's license would be revoked for drivers convicted of committing a hit
and run offense, from one year to two years.

SUMMARY
On April 23, 2014, a Resolution (Buscaino - Bonin) was introduced in support of AB 2337,
which would increase the length of time a driver's license would be revoked for drivers
convicted of committing a hit and run offense, from one year to two years. The Resolution states
that hit and run offenses continue to be a problem throughout California and that penalties for
these offenses should be strengthened in order to act as a deterrent.

The Resolution states that under current law, a person convicted of a hit and run offense has their
license revoked for one year. The Resolution further states that, in order to address this
shortcoming, AB 2337 (Linder) would increase the length of time a driver would have their
license revoked to two years. The Resolution, therefore, seeks an official position of the City of
Los Angeles to support AB 2337, which would increase the length of time a driver's license
would be revoked for drivers convicted of committing a hit and run offense, from one year to
two years.

BACKGROUND
Under current law, an individual who commits a hit and run offense that results in a permanent
injury, serious injury, or the death to another individual can be charged with a misdemeanor or
felony, and receives an automatic one-year driver's license revocation from the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV). AB 2337 (Linder) would increase the length of the revocation to two
years, in order to serve as a more serious deterrent to those who may commit a hit and run.

According to a number of road safety organizations, hit and run collisions have been occurring at
an increasing rate over thelast few yearsinCalifornia, According to the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety, one in five of all pedestrian fatalities are hit and runs, and 60 percent of those
killed in hit and runs are pedestrians. A significant number of bicyclists are also victims in hit



and runs each year. AB 2337 was introduced in an effort to address this issue. Supporters of AB
2337 believe that this legislation would help reduce the number of hit and run incidents in
California, and keep drivers guilty of hit and runs off the streets.

AB 2337 has support from a variety of law enforcement agencies and organizations, including
the California State Sheriff s Association and the Los Angeles Police Protective League.
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Attachment: Resolution (Buscaino - Bonin)



APR 2 3 2014

RULES, ElECTIONS & INTERGOVERNMENTAL REUITIOW
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation,
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, hit and run offenses continue to be a problem throughout California, and in
Los Angeles in particular; and

WHEREAS, penalties for hit and run offenses should be strengthened, in order to
discourage the crime and penalize those who flee the scene of collisions that result in the injury
or death of another person; and

WHEREAS, under current law the Department of Motor Vehicles is required to revoke
the driver's license of an individual convicted of a hit and run offense for one year; and

WHEREAS, the current penalty is not significant enough to act as a deterrent for hit and
run offenses; and

WHEREAS, AB 2337 (Linder) would increase the length of time a driver would have
their license revoked from one year to two years; and

WHEREAS, a two year revocation is a more appropriate penalty for those convicted of
committing a hit and run oftense, and will act as a more effective deterrent;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by
the adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2013 - 2014 State
Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 2337 (Linder), which would increase the length oftime a
driver's license would be revoked for drivers convicted of committing a hit and run offense, from
one year to two years.
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