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DATE: July 28, 2014

TO:
Committee

FROM: Gerry F. Millere* Council File No: 14-0002-S75
Chief Legislative Analyst Assignment No: 14-06-0461

Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations

SUBJECT: Resolution (Parks - O'Farrell - Martinez) to support S. 2445

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the Resolution (Parks - O'Farrell - Martinez) to include in
the City's 2013 — 2014 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for S. 2445 (Feinstein), the Pause
for Safety Act, which would enable family members and others to seek a court order to stop a
dangerous person from purchasing or possessing a firearm.

SUMMARY 
On June 13, 2014, a Resolution (Parks - O'Farrell - Martinez) was introduced in support of S.
2445, the Pause for Safety Act, which would enable family members and others to seek a court
order to stop a dangerous person from purchasing or owning a firearm. The Resolution states that
on May 23, 2014, 22-year old Elliot Rodger went on a deadly rampage in Isla Vista, CA, where
he used legally purchased firearms to kill and wound numerous persons. The Resolution further
states that Rodger's family had concerns that he was going to commit a violent act and alerted
police. The Resolution states that there was nothing that could have been done under current law
to prevent him from owning the firearms used in his crimes.

The Resolution states that S. 2445 would address this shortcoming in current law by ensuring that
family members or friends of an individual who may be prone to violence are able seek a court
order prohibiting that person from owning or possessing a firearm. The Resolution, therefore,
seeks an official position of the City of Los Angeles to support S. 2445, which would enable family
members or others to seek a court order to stop a dangerous person from purchasing or possessing
a firearm.

BACKGROUND 
Individuals close to those who may commit a violent act are often the only ones who are able to
identify the warning signs. This was the case with the family of Elliot Rodger, the individual
responsible for the mass shooting in Isla Vista on May 23, 2014. Rodger's family had become
increasingly concerned about his potential for violence, and decided to call the police to check on
him to ensure that he was okay. What the Rodger family did not know was that Elliot Rodger had
legally purchased three firearms to be used in a killing spree. Unfortunately, there was little or
nothing that the officers who interviewed Rodgers could have done to remove those firearms from
his possession.



S. 2445, the Pause for Safety Act, introduced by Senator Boxer and co-sponsored by Senator
Feinstein, was introduced in an effort to address this shortcoming in current law. Under this
legislation, family members or close associates of a person who is suspected of being a danger to
themselves or others could go to a court and ask for a temporary restraining order, barring that
individual from possessing or purchasing a firearm. If the court agrees that a person is a threat to
themselves or others, S. 2445 allows the court to issue a warrant for law enforcement officers to
take possession of any firearms owned by the affected individual. S. 2445 also establishes an
appeals and hearing process. In addition, S. 2445 establishes the Pause for Safety Grant Program,
which would provide grant funding for states that pass legislation to establish a Pause for Safety
program.

S. 2445 would establish common sense protections against gun violence when people close to an
individual see warning signs of dangerous behavior. Currently, there is legislation pending in the
California State Senate to establish a similar program at the state level. This legislation gives
family members and those close to an individual who may be a danger to themselves or others a
valuable tool to address and prevent potential gun violence.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
Police Department

BILL STATUS 
06/05/2014 Read twice and referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary

hua W. b rake
alyst

GFM:MF:jwd

Attachment: Resolution (Parks — O'Farrell - Martinez)
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