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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations
or policies to or pending before a local, state of federal government body or agency must have first been
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, each year, excavators damage underground utilities thousands of times while digging, and
while many of these "dig-ins" do not result in any immediate harm, each dig-in has the potential to cause
serious safety hazards to the citizens of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, approximately 50 percent of these dig-ins are done by excavators that do not follow the
state's One-Call laws prior to excavating (California Government Code 5C 4216, et seq.), requiring
excavators to contact a state One-Call notification center at least two days before excavating to have
underground utility lines in the area located and marked to avoid serious injury, property damage and
related expense; and

WHEREAS, there were 597 incidents of damage to natural gas pipelines in Los Angeles County last year
alone due to excavators' failure to follow the state's One-Call laws, which resulted in service outages,
evacuations and property damage; and

WHEREAS, damage to underground utilities can necessitate dispatching fire and police personnel at
significant cost to municipalities, as well as damage that can result in service outages to homes and
businesses; and

WHEREAS, damage to underground utilities due to unsafe digging can cause significant impacts to the
flow of traffic, roadways, and the pedestrian rights of way; and

WHEREAS, under current law, contractors have little or no incentive to comply with One-Call laws
because penalties are largely unenforced, primarily due to the fact that California has not designated any
particular entity as responsible for the enforcement of One-Call laws;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles, hereby includes in its 2014-15 State Legislative Program, SUPPORT
for and/or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that would strengthen the enforcement of laws regulating
unsafe excavation practices and identifies a primary enforcement entity, in order to protect the public's
health and safety and mitigate costs to municipalities incurred by unsafe excavation practices.
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