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MOTION

Exposition Transit Corridor, Phase 2, which is currently under construction, will extend
westward to Santa Monica from the Metro Expo Line Culver City Station and run along
the old Pacific Electric Exposition right-of-way to 4th Street and Colorado Ave. in
downtown Santa Monica.

As part of this project, an at-grade rail crossing is required across Westwood Boulevard
just south of Exposition Boulevard North Roadway (N/R) (Westwood Station). The
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) sets forth requirements for the placement
and installation oftrain control and safety equipment associated with at-grade rail
crossings. To comply with CPUC requirements, the train and vehicular control
equipment, gates, flashing lights, etc must be installed on the public right-of-way
immediately adjacent to the tracks. Due to the width of the existing sidewalk and in
order to comply with ADA accessibility requirements, the train control and safety
equipment can only be installed through the closure of Exposition Bl N/R east of
Westwood BI, a distance of approximately 150 feet. A new sidewalk can then be
constructed that will accommodate the required train control equipment. Two additional
traffic concerns will be addressed by the proposed closure:

1, In order to keep Exposition Boulevard N/R east of Westwood BI. open to traffic,

signalization ofthis approach to Westwood Boulevard would be required. This is

not possible due to the complex operation and synchronization of the three

traffic Signals that will be needed to safely operate the subject at-grade rail

crossing.

2. A bus transit stop exists at Ashby Street, just north of Exposition Boulevard N/R.

Bus transit service activity is expected to increase when the station opens. Due

to the short distance between the existing bus stop and Exposition Boulevard

N/R, there is a potential for waiting bus riders to "spillover" the current sidewalk

creating safety issue. The newly designed pedestrian plaza will address this

concern.

Due to the CPUC requirements and the traffic concerns outlined above, the rail crossing
necessitates the closure of Exposition Boulevard N/R east of Westwood Bl. to vehicular
traffic by the construction of a continuous curb and gutter and, concrete sidewalk along
the east side of Westwood Boulevard.
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e Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMT A) is
proposing to use a portion of the closed segment of Exposition Blvd. N/R, between

\

' Westwood Blvd. and an existing alley that connects to Ashby as a Plaza area to serve the
future Expo Westwood Station. The proposed Westwood Plaza will incorporate concrete
pavement, street furniture, landscaping, and street lighting.



The closed segment of Exposition Blvd. NfR should continue to be used for public
purposes and LACMTA should be required to apply for a Revocable Permit for use of
this public space. Under the California Streets and Highways Code (Section 11200 et
seq), municipalities are authorized to close a street to vehicular traffic and to establish a
pedestrian mall so that municipalities are assured that the street will be for the exclusive
use of the public.

Specifically, the Pedestrian Mall Act of 1960 in the California Streets and Highways
Code provides that when the legislative body shall determine that the public interest and
convenience require the establishment of a pedestrian mall and that the vehicular traffic
will not be unduly inconvenienced thereby, it may adopt a resolution declaring its
intention to establish such pedestrian mall.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the City
Attorney and the Planning Department, prepare a Resolution of Intention to initiate
proceedings to establish a pedestrian mall within the closed segment of Exposition Blvd.
North Roadway between Westwood Blvd. and the turning area that connects to the alley
east of Westwood Blvd. and north of Exposition Blvd. NIR. to ensure that this closed
segment of the street will consistently be available for public use.
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