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City Transportation meeting - Item No, (5), 14-0126 on April 9th agenda

Richard Evans <evansrichardjames@gmail.corn>
To: john.white@lacity.org

Dear Mr. White

Tue, Apr 8, 2014 at 5:34 PM

This email is in relation to Item No, (5), 14-0126 to be proposed at the City Transportation meeting tomorrow,
specifcally the recommendation to install NO PARKING signs on the east side of Beachwood from Ledgewood to
Upper Hollyridge.

Although I welcome the time the City has devoted to investigating solutions for the traffic problems and safety
issues on Beachwood Drive, my view is that this proposal would have the following effects:

- reduce parking space for residents and visitors on an already oversubscribed road;
- increase the number of pedestrians and pets walking on the road rather than sidewalks (endangering
themselves and others) as there are no sidewalks in certain places on the proposed route;
- increase the speed of traffic on upper Beachwood Drive; and
- increase the number of visitors in general and therefore, anti-social behaviour such as littering and smoking in
the area.

The three primary safety concerns for residents are the (1) limited access for emergency vehicles; (2) risk
of serious accidents and injury caused by or to pedestrians in the road, and (3) risk of fire from people who
contravene the area's no smoking rules.

I can see that the proposal goes some way to address the first concern but it would exacerbate the second and
third for the reasons I have given above. What possible benefit does the City get from putting more LA citizens
and visitors in harm's way? If the City waits until an entirely foreseeable accident happens, it will have failed its
duty of care and any popularity derived from providing people increased access will fade immediately.

My hope is that the City can find a safe solution to allow a small number of visitors to continue to access the
trail, however, after attending several meetings and thinking about this subject a great deal, it has proved very
difficult for the residents to find a solution. The recent period when access has been closed entirely to the
trailhead while the gate gets constructed has satisfactorily addressed all three safety concerns. As much as I
appreciate the benefits of the trail for me and for visitors, I would recommend keeping access closed as a
necessary evil until a realistic and responsible proposal is made which addresses all three safety concerns and
keeps the trailhead visitors to a manageable level. The focus should not be on measures to accomodate the
huge numbers of visitors but on reducing the number of visitors to a safe level.

In summary, I oppose the installation of NO PARKING signs on the east side of upper Beachwood Drive.

Kind regards

Richard

Richard & Sara Evans
3156 N Beachwood Drive
Los Angeles
CA 90068
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Philippe Rivier <philippe.rivier@gmail.com>
To: john.white@lacity.org

Tue, Apr 8, 2014 at 5:05 PM

Dear Transportation Committee,

We are writing as residents of Beachwood Drive.

The proposition of a NO PARKING ZONE from 8am to 6pm on the East side of Beachwood Drive IS NOT A
GOOD SOLUTION and doesn't make sense.

Less parking wont mean less attendance nor less traffic as CARS WILL STILL DRIVE UP AND DOWN ALL DAY
LONG AND DRIVERS WILL INVADE NARROW ADJACENTS STREETS the way they have already done in
recent weeks parking anywhere they can.

In addition it will INCREASE PEDESTRIANS WALKING UP AND DOWN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET
which has proven to increase SAFETY ISSUES (as there are no sidewalks) as well as creating DISTURBANCE,
LI I I BRING, VANDALISM and raising the possibilities of FIRE. (Many people smoke with total disregard for the
no smoking signs).

ALLOWING ACCESS THROUGH BEACHWOOD AND REDUCING PARKING WILL ONLY MAKE THINGS
WORST.

Besides if parking is reduced where will the residents park when people invade early in the morning on weekends
and stay all day. If resident use their car to go to the store they wont have a space to park near their house upon
their return.

Why should residents be deprived of their parking priviledges in front of their house?

Limiting parking is clearly not a solution and it only shows that it is a band aid suggested by people who don't live
here.

The ONLY SOLUTION IS TO CLOSE ACCESS TO THE TRAIL PERMANENTLY as it is right now and people can
access the trails via the Observatory or Griffith park which is a much safer way to deal with the problem.

Access to this illegal trail has not been allowed since the neightborhood was created and it hasn't reduced
tourists attendance to Los Angeles.

Thank you and Best regards.

Philippe and Michele Rivier
3074 N Beachwood Drive
LA, CA 90068


