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MOTION

With a strong economy and housing market, neighborhoods throughout the City of Los Angeles are experiencing 
a significant amount of construction activity. This often necessitates the placement of dumpsters, trash containers, and 
roll-off bins in the public right-of-way, which negatively impacts the quality of life in our neighborhoods. Often, 
dumpsters are delivered in poor condition with graffiti and even rodents. The City has also experienced an increase in the 
number of containers such as portable on demand storage (PODS) units, also placed in the public right-of-way. These 
units also frequently lack any information as to the responsible owner or provider, and there is currently no requirement 
that they display a valid City permit.

Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 62.45 requires anyone placing building materials in the public right-of-way 
to obtain a permit. However, the full regulation of dumpsters in the City is difficult due to the lack of an overall program 
that governs the use, placement, and restrictions that should exist. In 2011, the City Council considered adopting a draft 
ordinance (C.F. 11 -0061) that would have established a regulatory program for dumpsters placed illegally in the public 
right-of-way. This draft ordinance contained specific language requiring that dumpsters be delivered and maintained in 
“good condition, free from rodents, insects, graffiti, vulgar and/or pornographic words or pictures. ’’

It is imperative that the City Council follow-through with the implementation of such an ordinance that regulates 
the use of dumpsters and containers in the public right-of-way, along with the development of a robust permitting process 
and fee-supported enforcement program. This ordinance should specifically include the following provisions:

Require contractors to display a valid City permit on the dumpsters and containers, clearly visible from 
the street, and that the name and contact information for the authorized provider be permanently affixed; 
Specify the maimer and condition in which dumpsters and containers are to be delivered and maintained 
in the public right-of-way, including a requirement that authorized providers apply an anti-graffiti 
coating;
Limit the amount of time a dumpster or container can be placed in the public right-of-way to not exceed 
14 days; and
Establish a fine structure related to violations committed by authorized dumpster and container providers.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney be requested to prepare and present an ordinance that would 
amend Section 62.45 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and other sections as necessary, as it relates to governing the 
permitting, use, placement, and condition of bins and dumpsters in the City’s public right-of-way, modeled after the 
similar ordinance proposed in 2011.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services, in consultation with the City Attorney, report on the 
feasibility of establishing a robust fee-supported Citywide dumpster and container enforcement program for the City of 
Los Angeles, including a process for impounding these units illegally placed in the public right-of-way.
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