
Tree People

May 7, 2014

Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall
200 N. Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Tree-Trimming Motion (14_0224 and 14_0224_S1)

Dear Councilmembers:

TreePeople supports motions #14_0224 and #14_0224_S1; however, we would like to 
offer the following suggestions concerning careful consideration of selecting trees to be pruned 
and how the trees are subsequently pruned by contracted tree trimming companies. Trees are 
the only part of our urban infrastructure that increase in value overtime. However, if they are 
not maintained properly, they become a hazard rather than a benefit to communities. 
TreePeople wholeheartedly supports efforts to increase funding to the Urban Forestry Division 
and more frequent maintenance of Los Angeles street trees.

Sometimes tree care companies prune in ways that are detrimental to the health of trees. 
There are many reasons for this, including:

1. Improper pruning can be faster, requires less expertise and thus is cheaper;
2. Communities want to see trees that "look pruned" rather than trees that have been 

assessed carefully and only had necessary pruning cuts made;
3. The infrequency of pruning makes it "necessary" to remove more live wood, as there is no 

guarantee when the tree will be pruned again.

Just because a tree is in the grid does not necessarily mean that it needs pruning. Each tree 
should be assessed for its specific pruning needs, whether it be for clearance or for removal of 
potentially hazardous branches.

Trees that actually need pruning should be pruned as needed in accordance with the 
ANSI-A300 Pruning Standards and ISA Best Management Practices. Penalties and fines should 
be applied to companies contracted with the city that are not in pruning in compliance with 
these standards as they are, in fact, increasing the likelihood that these trees will become a 
hazard to the community. Pruning outside of the scientifically-based Best Management 
Practices allows for increased occurrence of disease, pest problems, and weak branch 
structure/attachment. This lowers the value of the trees and the benefits they provide the city 
and increases the chance that the trees will be a liability. Improperly pruned branches can fail 
and leave the city paying for the damage they cause.
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TreePeople feels that this issue is imperative to maintaining the health of our urban 
forest, which provides multiple benefits to the city of Los Angeles and its residents. Allocating 
appropriate resources for regular tree maintenance, adequate supervision of crews contracted 
with the city and enforcement of the pruning to the ANSI-A300 Pruning Standards allows for 
the city to gain the benefits that trees offer and lower the chances of branch failure and the 
liability that comes with it.

Best regards,

Rachel Malarich
Senior Manager, Forestry
ISA Certified Arborist (#WE-10148A)
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