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FINDINGS

1) The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of period, style or method of construction," as
a Tudor Revival style structure with Arts and Crafts influences.

2) The building is "a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect," as a
residential design by the architect Frederick Louis Roehrig.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1909 this two-story, residential structure exhibits some of the character-defining features
of the Tudor Revival style. The building is situated on a somewhat large lot and has a mainly U-
shaped plan. The façade is asymmetrical with a large, two-story semi-hexagonal bay in the
center. To its left are brick walls with few openings and half-timbering on the second story. To its
right is the recessed main entrance, a ground floor projecting bay, and a shingle clad second
story. Shingle cladding and half-timbers are painted white, the brick mainly remains natural with
portions showing previous white paint. A brick walkway and brick steps lead up to the main
entrance, and there are a second set of steps leading to an added entrance in the central bay.
The rear of the building is dominated by the courtyard which is constructed entirely of brick and
features an arched colonnade on one side, and on the other a round-top multi-light door within
an arch, and two sets of large, arched window openings with leaded, lattice casement windows
and stained-glass, within. In the center is a circular fountain pool, behind it steps framed by a
low wall leading down to the yard, and above encircling the courtyard a brick string course that
frames the location of exterior light fixtures. There is an outdoor room on the second story
above the colonnade, opposite of it was an identical feature that is now enclosed with shingle
clad walls. Behind the house, at the end of a walkway, is a semi-circular brick patio featuring
bench supports, columns, and walls.

The interior of the house is poorly maintained and has sustained incompatible additions;
however, it retains significant integrity in its primary spaces and architectural features, such as,
arched entryways and doors, arched ceilings, arched niches, vaulted and beamed ceilings, built
in cabinetry, molded corners on walls and openings, leaded and stained glass windows and
cabinet doors, and a grand, wooden staircase with a banister and newel post (currently
enclosed).

The home was built by master architect Frederick Louis Roehrig for successful Los Angeles
businessman John L. Matheson in 1909. Matheson owned the home for ten years and the
subsequent owner owned it for a decade as well, selling it to the Mormon Church in 1929. The
church owned it until 1953 or 1954 and that buyer converted the home into a duplex. The
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subsequent owner is the current owner and the house has been vacant for some time. Roehrig
is responsible for the design of many of Los Angeles' architectural landmarks, including
Frederick Hastings Rindge Mansion (HCM #95), the Ramsey-Durfee Mansion (HCM #230), and
the Ezra Stimson House (HCM #465).

Over time, the home has undergone incompatible alterations that have obscured the
architectural qualities of the structure, but have not effaced them. The original form of the house
was that of an Ultimate Craftsman with Tudor Revival styling. The original roof was a large,
sweeping, street-facing gable that projected over and above the central masonry tower. Its deep
eaves created a large deck and sleeping porch on the third floor. This prominent feature was
removed in 1938 and was replaced by a gabled roof that ran lengthwise over the structure,
eliminated the outdoor spaces on the third floor and completely altered the massing of the
residence. Currently, the home reads mainly as a residential building from the Arts and Crafts
era, without strongly exhibiting any one particular style. However, the asymmetrical façade, use
of half-timbering, and the two-story, masonry tower are Tudor Revival features. Also, in 1938,
the first floor porch was enclosed and converted into an interior room with a bay window. The
home was converted into a duplex in 1954, and a kitchen and bath were added, the staircase
enclosed, and an entrance added to the central bay. At some point another entry was added to
the wall at the left of the main entrance. Many windows have been replaced with aluminum
sliders, including all the windows on the primary façade.

Although major aspects of the house were altered, significant portions of the interior remain
intact and convey the craftsman qualities of the design. Also, the courtyard and landscape at the
rear of the property have retained integrity and contribute to the significance of the house.

DISCUSSION

The John L. Matheson/Church of Latter Day Saints California Mission Residence property
successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: 1) it "embodies the
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study
of period, style or method of construction," and 2) it is "a notable work of a master builder,
designer, or architect."

The property has been altered over time and a few major architectural elements that would have
clearly conveyed a distinctive style have been removed. However, the architectural elements
that remain are original, convey the historical period of significance and clearly identify the
structure as being a Tudor Revival style residence. The subject property is also the work of a
master architect, and can be considered notable, due to the notoriety of the commission and the
commissions that subsequently occurred as a result of the design of this residence. Given the
unique quality, style, and sophistication of the intact interior and outdoor spaces, the overall
completeness of the original intent of the building, and the fact that this is a notable work of a
master architect, this property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument.

The application argued the home was also significant for two further criteria, that is: A) reflects
the "broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community," and B)
"identified with... important events in the main currents of national, State or local history" for its
association with the Mormon Church. The application did not present enough evidence to prove
that the mission or missionaries of the Mormon Church that inhabited the house within the
specified time period were of specific historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles
to the satisfy these criteria.
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Therefore, the recommendation to declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument includes
the provision that the title of the monument be JOHN L. MATHESON RESIDENCE, simply
reflecting the name of the first owner.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA") REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment."

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings."

The designation of the John L. Matheson Residence property as a Historic-Cultural Monument
in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code
("LAAC") will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are
regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is
to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the
standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending
designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through
incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic
structures. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly
incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate
construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.

BACKGROUND

On February 19th, 2014, a motion was introduced at City Council by Councilmember Herb J.
Wesson, and seconded by Councilmember Jose Huizar, to initiate consideration of the subject
property by instructing the Planning Department to prepare a Historic-Cultural Monument
application. On August 8th, the motion to nominate the property was approved by City Council.
On September 18th, Commissioners Barron and Milofsky inspected the site with Lambert
Giessinger of the Office of Historic Resources (OHR) staff. Later on September 18th, 2014,
Commissioners Irvine and Kennard inspected the site with Nels Youngborg of the OHR staff.
And later in the day Commissioner Scrafano inspected the site with Tim Rosenstein of the OHR
staff.
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Staff has prepared additional information regarding the significance of the property's

affiliation with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS), and the historical

importance of the LDS to Los Angeles and California per the original council motion. The

additional information is attached as an addendum to this Staff Report because it presents

important findings that further edify the historical significance of this property and the

buildings within it.

ADDITIONAL FINDING:

1) The building reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation,

State or community, as the Los Angeles and California headquarters building of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints/Mormon Church, a significant religious

organization, during a 25-year period when Mormon membership in California

experienced dramatic growth and became home to the largest number of Mormons

outside of Utah and Idaho.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HiSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: John L. Matheson/Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS) California Mission Residence Former name of property

Street Address: 2067 South Hobart Blvd.

Range of Addresses on Property: 2065-2067 South Hobart Blvd.

Assessor Parcel Number: 5074-033-022 Tract: West Adams Heights

Proposed Monument

Property Type:
• Building r) Structure

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CONDITION

Year Built: 1908(i'D. Factual

Architect/Designer: Fredrick Roehrig

Original Use: Single Family House

Estimated

Zip: 90018 i Council District: 10

Community Name: West Adams Heights

I Block: 7 I Lot: 23

Object
Site/

Open Space

Threatened?: YES

Contractor: Los Angeles Planing & Mill Co.

Present Use: Single Family House (VACANT)

I If "No,"
Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site?: ptio; Yes 0 No r, Unknown

where?:

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

Architectural Style: Stories: Plan Shape:

FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY

CONSTRUCTION

ROOF

.....

Type: Brick

Cladding Material: Brick

Type: Gable

I

Type: Select

Cladding Material: Wood shingles
•,..,

Type: Select
. . . _

Material: Composition shingle Material: Select

'

I Type: Casement Type:

WINDOWS
Material: Wood !Material:

Style: Recessed Style:

ENTRY
Material: Wood Material:

Natural
Feature

4. HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

Reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, state or community

ielj Is identified with historic personage(s) or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history

Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of

a period, style or method of construction

A notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age

1 UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONU.
NOMINATION FORM

5. ALTERATION SUMMARY

7 NT

List date and write a brief description of work done for major alterations. This section may also be completed on a

separate document. Be sure to include copies of building permits in the nomination packet (see Section 9. SUBMITTAL).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1919 Early owner altered original sleeping porches, converting at least one into a bedroom, and adding another

, 1919 Add garage; also add hardwood flooring in main residence

1938 ' Mormon Mission/LDS church changed roof and added new shingles; added bay window on enclosed front porch

1954 Converted to duplex; one kitchen added and one bath; doorway added to turret; wall built to enclose staircase; but staircase still exists

6. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (If known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

Located in a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark

status by a historic resources survey(s)

Other historical or cultural resource designation(s):

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

f* Contributing feature

Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be nominated

as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your responses on a separate document and attach sheets to the back of this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description — Describe the proposed monument's physical characteristics and

relationship to its surrounding environment. Identify and describe any character-defining elements,

structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance — Address the proposed monument's historic, cultural, and/or architectural

significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria selected in Section 4 (on the previous page).

You must support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis.

2 UPDATED MARCH 2014



Zip:

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

Eq1STORIC-CULTURAL MONUIVIENT
NOMINATION FORM

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: City of Los Angeles/Council President Herb Wesson ; Company:

Street Address: : City: Los Angeles ; State: CA

Zip: : Phone Number: Email:

Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Yes ri Unknown

Name: (Estatef) o Elder McDonald;Riley F. McDonald 1 Company:

,
Street Address: 1 City: i State:

: 1
1 
Phone Number: I Email::: :

Nomination Preparer/Applicant's Representative
. . ,

Name: Laura Meyers I Company: West Adams Heritage Association

I 
i

I
Street Address: 1818 S. Gramercy Place 1 City: Los Angeles I State: CA

I  Zip. 
90019 1 Ph Nb 323-737-6146 :

: Email: lauramink@aol.com oneumer: 

9. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement.

Then, electronically or physically sign the bottom portion. Either the applicant or the preparer may sign.

I acknowledge that all documents submitted will become public records under the California Public Records Act,

and understand that the documents will be made available upon request to members of the public for inspection

and copying.

I acknowledge that all photographs and images submitted as part of this application will become the property of •

the City of Los Angeles, and understand that permission isragnted for use of the photographs and images by the

City without any expectation of compensation. •

El I acknowledge that I have the right to submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submitlla 

information contained in this application.

Laura Meyers September 1
Name: Date: Signature:

3 UPDATED MARCH 2014



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Office of Historic Resources/Cultural Heritage Commission

HISTOMC-CULTURPL MOr um
NOMINATION FORM

10. SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, compile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire

packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1. IV; Nomination Form 6. Copies of Building Permits for Major Alterations

2. ✓i Written Statements A and B (include first construction permit)

3. 4✓i Bibliography 7. ;V, Contemporary Photos

4. IV! Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade 8. ,*?1 Historical Photos

5. IV Copies of Primary/Secondary Documents 9. [V; ZIMAS Parcel Report

Mail the Historic-Cultural Monument Submittal to the Office of

Historic Resources or email PDF to lambert.giessinger@lacity.org

Office of Historic Resources

Department of City Planning

200 N. Spring Street, Room 620

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: 213.978.1200

Website: preservation.lacity.org

4 UPDATED MARCH 2014



John L. Matheson/Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS) California Mission Residence
2067 South Hobart Boulevard, West Adams Heights

SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

The John L. Matheson/Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS) California Mission Residence,
located at 2067 South Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90018, is a significant historic resource
in its neighborhood, West Adams Heights. It was designed by a Master Architect, Fredrick
Roehrig, who also designed the Frederick Hastings Rindge Mansion (Los Angeles Historic
Cultural Monument No. 95, also located in the West Adams Heights tract at 2263 South Harvard
Blvd.); the Ramsey-Durfee Mansion, Historic Cultural Monument No. 230 located at 2425 S.
Western Ave.; the Ezra Stimson House, Historic Cultural Monument No. 456 located at 839
West Adams Blvd.; and "Castle Green" in Pasadena. This property is also an important and
incomparable example of Roehrig's work.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence contributes to the community as an important reminder
of the heyday of West Adams Heights, which was an exclusive gated tract developed by
the partners in Pacific Mutual Life Insurance in the early years of the 20th century. It is also
associated with a significant later owner, the Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormons), for which
this residence became its California Mission and Western headquarters (in the late 1930s), as
well as the later home of the President of LDS's California Mission, Henry H. Blood, the former
Governor of Utah.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence has unique interior spaces that are very significant, both
architecturally and historically. The Gothic Revival elements, an unusual use of materials, exotic
wood inlays and tiles, exceptional brickwork in the rear courtyards and loggia, and significant
indoor-outdoor flow all combine to make this a distinctive and rare property, and the loss of
these elements would be irreplaceable.

The house was designed by a recognized master architect, Fredrick Roehrig. Roehrig designed
homes for society people and civic leaders. His best-known home in West Adams is the Rindge
Estate, although his "Castle Green" in Pasadena is more famed (see accompanying biography).
Unfortunately, very few of his designs remain, making this one even more important as it adds
to his oeuvre. In the professional opinion of several historic consultants, the architect alone
qualifies this house as a Historic Cultural Monument. The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence
represents an unusual and unique design of a creative architect who did not repeat his concepts or
decorative ornamentation.

Although the front exterior of the house has been altered, in 1938, by the addition of a bay
window in the enclosed front porch, replacement shingles, and a change in the original third-
floor roofline, these changes were made by a culturally-significant later owner, the Mormon
Church, and retain integrity to that later era and that later owner. Photographs from 1941 during
the Mormon period are included in this submission.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence

[September, 2014]



The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence was built in 1908-1909 for John Luther Matheson.
Matheson was the co-owner/ proprietor of Matheson & Berner, an eminent haberdashery in
downtown Los Angeles. The store was established in 1902, located at 301-303 S. Broadway,
opposite the Bradbury Building.

Matheson had early experience in "men's furnishings." His career began before he had even
moved to Los Angeles. His first job in Los Angeles was as manager of the men's furnishings
department at what eventually became Harris & Frank. His future partner, J.B. Berner worked at
the London Clothing Company, which later became Coulter's.

It is clear that Matheson had a keen eye for design, as in 1904 he hired the noted architectural
team of Train & Williams to redesign the shop front. A few years later he hired Roehrig to
design his home. Along with a coat of arms, the Scottish Matheson Clan motto is extant, on the
stained and leaded glass windows in the library: the motto "Fac et Spera" roughly translates into
"do and hope" or "make and trust" (depending on the Greek or Latin translation). The message
might be interpreted as "work hard to flourish but also invest in faith" would seemingly have
been equally appropriate in the later Mormon ownership.

In addition to his business interests, Matheson was very involved in civic affairs; he belonged to
a number of associations and organizations which promoted improvements to city infrastructure
as well as promotion of the area.

A decade after he built the West Adams Heights residence, a grief-stricken Matheson sold the
house after witnessing a tragic accident in which his next door neighbor hit and killed his brother
with his automobile on the rain-slicked street. Matheson died on August 11, 1929 at the age of
76, living at 1933 S. Union Avenue; he is interred at Hollywood Cemetery.

Following Matheson's ownership of the house came Stuart Salisbury, a leading attorney of the
day. Salisbury's clients were large companies run by influential men with important investments
in Southern California, such as the Imperial Water Company, along with several oil companies.
The family was listed in the Blue Book of 1923-24, when Salisbury resided at 2067 S. Hobart
Blvd. Salisbury died on August 16, 1958 and is also buried at Hollywood. Salisbury sold the
house to the Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) in 1929.

During the 1920s, the LDS Church made a large effort to preach the gospel to California's
Spanish-speaking population. According to one history of the church, these new adherents were
among the multitudes who flocked from Mexico to the Golden State during the 1920s and 1930s,
many settling in East Los Angeles, which acquired a Mexican population second only to that of
Mexico City itself. "Missionary efforts among Spanish-speaking Californians had been launched
in 1924 when Rey L. Pratt of the Mexican Mission handpicked two elders to work in the Los
Angeles area under the supervision of the California Mission," wrote Richard 0. Cowan and
William E. Homer, California Saints: A 150-Year Legacy in the Golden State.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence
[September, 2014]



"The rapid growth of Spanish-speaking missionary work in Southern California prompted
Church leaders to move the headquarters of the Mexican Mission from El Paso to Los Angeles
in 1929," Cowan and Homer continued. "The Church bought a large home at 2067 South Hobart
Boulevard containing twenty-seven rooms, seven baths, and enough sleeping quarters for thirty
missionaries. Five years later, however, Church leaders decided to return the Mexican Mission
office to the more central location in El Paso. Subsequently, headquarters of the California
Mission were moved from the original office at 152 West 25th Street to the larger home on
Hobart."

The house became the western headquarters of the church, and was still occupied by LDS
staff and missionaries. By the late 1930s, despite the Depression (or perhaps because of it), the
California Mission of the Mormon Church claimed 3,700 members in three dozen branches.
When the former Governor of Utah, Henry H. Blood, took the post of President of the California
Mission of the Church in February, 1941 (moving into 2067 S. Hobart Blvd.), the Mission House
had 230 missionaries, called Elders, and some 12,000 members. At that time, Blood stated,
"California is the most important district in the country, having more Mormons per capita than
any other area."

As World War II drew to a close, approximately 10 percent of all Mormons lived in California,
with the Los Angeles Mission House taking a leading role in their spiritual guidance. The Church
of Latter Day Saints had purchased the land for what is now their primary Los Angeles temple,
on Santa Monica Boulevard in Westwood, but it would still be some time before that facility
would be dedicated and before the Church would sell the Matheson/LDS Mission Residence.

Several of the interior alterations made by the Church of Latter day Saints are still extant, for
example, a vault the LDS church installed in what had been a side entrance to the driveway; thus
preserving significant features which represent that era of the house.

The house was later sold to Dr. Frank Zetar, a black chiropractor. Zetar was listed in the
Sentinel Newspaper as No. 8 on the "Best Dressed" list of black professionals. Zetar divided the
house into a duplex (with permits) in 1954, adding a kitchen upstairs and one more bathroom
(presumably the bathroom under the stairs on the first floor), along with a second front door
in the turret (which should be removed). He retained the original imposing staircase, simply
utilizing a new freestanding wall to separate the upstairs and stairwell from the downstairs of the
residence. (None of these alterations are character defining features and should be reversed.)

Following Zetar's stay, the house went to Riley F. McDonald, who retained ownership until the
present day. The house is no longer occupied and has been listed for sale as part of a probate case
involving Riley's deceased mother, and possibly a conservatorship for Mr. McDonald himself
(it is unclear from available court documents). Whether or not the Matheson/LDS Mission
Residence has yet been sold is unknown as if the date of this report.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence
[September, 2014]



The house suffered a fire some years ago but the actual fire damage was localized and minimal.
The house did sustain smoke damage but that appears to be cosmetic, not structural. It is possible
that there is also some fire damage in the original roof structure; it is unclear if this was a result
of McDonald's fire or an earlier fire during the Mormon era. In any case, the character defining
features, such as fireplace, built-ins, stained and leaded glass, and front door are extant. Many
of the windows have been changed from wood-frame double-hung to aluminum, however
the fenestrations (openings) are all original and can be easily restored. Community members
acquired (purchased at an estate sale) most of the windows, as well as some original light
fixtures and possibly a stained glass window, from the heirs, with the intention of returning these
items to the house when it has a new preservation-minded owner.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence has not suffered "irreversible alterations" or lost 
integrity. 

The house is a significant property, retaining probably 85-95% integrity. Integrity should not be
confused with condition, but is defined as the ability to represent its original design intent and
historic/cultural significance, and to convey its story.

The property meets or exceeds the standards for a Historic-Cultural Monument in Los Angeles.
It may also qualify for the California State Register due to its Mormon connection.

To sum up:

•The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence has a unique design by a Master Architect; it is a 
notable work of a master architect whose individual genius influenced his generation;

• The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence was built for an early business owner and civic leader;
it was subsequently owned and occupied by a significant individual in the practice of law;

• The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence is identified with important events in the main currents of 
national and local history and reflects the broad cultural economic, or social history of the nation, 
state or community; it served an important role in the history of a major religion, the Church of the
Latter Day Saints, and LDS's development in Los Angeles, California and the Southwest;

• In addition, the Matheson/LDS Mission Residence is associated with and exemplifies the
development of the West Adams Heights tract, an exclusive enclave in its era, designed for the top
businessmen and wealthy residents of Los Angeles;

• The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence retains integrity of design and condition, and is readily
restorable;

• Designation and preservation of the Matheson/LDS Mission Residence will contribute to the overall
integrity of the West Adams Heights (Harvard Heights HPOZ) historic district.

The Matheson/LDS Mission Residence
[September, 2014]



John L. Matheson/Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS) California Mission Residence
2067 South Hobart Boulevard, West Adams Heights

BIOGRAPHY: Frederick Louis Roehrig, Architect

Frederick Louis Roehrig was born in 1857 in LeRoy, New York, the son of the noted
linguist, Orientalist and philologist, Cornell Professor Frederick L. 0. Roehrig. The
younger Roehrig, an 1883 graduate of the Cornell University School of Architecture, spent
the next few years travelling and studying architecture in England and France. He married
Mary Gavina Hungerford in 1885 and moved to Los Angeles with his new bride and father
in October 1886. The trio took advantage of the rate wars between the Southern Pacific
and the recently completed Santa Fe Railroad during the peak of the real estate speculation
bubble taking place in Los Angeles. The city grew from a population of just 12,000 in
1884 to 100,000 only thirty months later. The senior Roehrig immediately began teaching
at the fledgling University of Southern California and beginning in 1895 at Stanford.

The younger Roehrig opened his first architectural office in Pasadena in 1886 and later
had offices in Los Angeles and Pasadena. The completion of the Santa Fe Railroad opened
up the entire region to land speculation and development by a flood of East Coast and
Midwestern industrialists, who quickly visited the area on their winter vacations in their
private Pullman cars. Liking what they saw, they purchased vast tracts of land, built
their private mansions and embarked on various development schemes. Roehrig was
clearly in the right place at the right time with the right connections to the vast amounts
of development wealth that was pouring into Southern California. The health-seeking
and retiring industrialists needed fitting showplaces to hold court, entertain and conduct
business and Roehrig was clearly up to the task.

Roehrig was a versatile architectural stylist attentive to and accommodative of his wealthy
client's whims, frequently using the Victorian, Queen Anne, American Craftsman,
California Mission and Neo-Classical styles in his predominantly residential projects.
His later institutional work gravitated towards Art Deco and Moderne. One of his earliest
commissions was for the Doty-Bristol Block in Pasadena at the corner of Fair Oaks and
Dayton built in 1887. (See original Roehrig design and present configuration above). The
three story Victorian red brick building with bay windows and a turret on the southeast
corner was constructed at 107 South Fair Oaks on the northwest corner at Dayton Street. It
originally housed a stage coach or carriage showroom.

Another early Roehrig commission was also arguably his most fortuitous since it resulted
in a series of projects from what turned out to be his most important clients, Andrew
McNally and crony Colonel George G. Green. The Andrew McNally House in Altadena,
California was the home of the co-founder and president of the Rand-McNally publishing
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