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The Honorable Gilbert Cedillo
Chair, Housing and Community Investment Committee
City Hall, MS # 201
200 North Spring Street, Room 460
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Item No. 5, October 7, 2015, Housing Committee Agenda; CF 14-0268-S.4 

Dear Councilmember Cedillo:

I am writing to urge the Housing and Community Investment Committee to approve my motion 
calling for the Housing and Community Investment Department (HCID) to report back on Ellis Act 
and Rent Stabilization Ordinance issues.

Additionally, I have several ideas I would like to urge the Committee to include in its instructions 
to the department relative to aspects of the issues that should be reviewed in its study and 
report-back They are:

1. Modify Municipal Code Sec. 151.23.C so that all Ellis-related communications with 
tenants must be, at a minimum, via registered or certified mail. Failure to provide proof 
to the City that every tenant has received every required communication within the 
required time period shall be grounds for requiring the entire process tc be re started.

2. If possible without an amendment to state law, modify Sec. 151.23.C.5 so that if even one 
tenant qualifies for a senior one-year extension and opts to take it, all other tenants 
automatically become eligible to stay for the same amount of time at their option. They 
should be free to negotiate the time of their exit with the landlord within the one year 
with no penalties should that serve their purposes. If an amendment to state law is 
reauired, this should be part of a City effort to pursue one (see #5 below).

3. If possible without an amendment to state law, modify Sec. 151,22 through 151.28 as 
needed to clarify that, for the purposes of starting the two- or five-year re-rental clock,
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the official date of withdrawal for a unit subjected to an Ellis withdrawal shall be the date 
the last evicted tenant vacates a subject building, either via eviction or voluntary 
departure after receiving Ellis notification.

4 Amend the Rent Adjustment Commission Regulations on Relocation Assistance so that 
any proof of failure of an evicting landlord to follow all required steps or meet all 
deadlines relative to providing relocation assistance shall be grounds for requiring the 
process to be re-started.

5 Pursue an amendment to state law to restrict Ellis Sales by requiring property owners to 
own their property for a set period of time (such as five years) before they ar e allowed to 
remove it from the mar ket and evict tenants.

As stated in the motion, my intention is to explore methods to curb the speculative removal of 
rent stabilised housing from the market while protecting the rights of landlords who seek to 
employ the Ellis Act as it was originally intended. The Eliis Act aimed to enhance tenant 
protections when units are removed from the marketplace by landlords with a legitimate need 
or desire to do so, not to clear the way for rampant speculation.

Thank you for your consideration.

raufKoretz v 
Councilmember, 5th Distrt

cc: All l.A. City Councilmembers


