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HOUSING COMMITTEE REPORT relative to amending the Rent Stabilization Ordinance 
(RSO) to incorporate various technical amendments, improve RSO and housing code 
enforcement and administration, and bring the RSO into conformance with the Housing Code 
and State law.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Housing and 
Community Investment Department (HCIDLA), to prepare and present an ordinance to 
amend the RSO to incorporate the amendments summarized in the table attached to the 
HCIDLA report to the Mayor dated February 26, 2015, as modified to delete proposed 
amendments numbers 4 and 14, and as follows:

a. Standardization of the RSO registration pass through surcharge fee.

b. Clarification of required notice for RSO just cause evictions.

c. Clarification of allowable evictions due to use of a rental unit for an illegal purpose.

d. Clarification of the applicability of the RSO to rental units located on the same parcel.

e. Clarification of the obligation to provide relocation assistance in evictions for 
conversion of RSO rental units to affordable housing projects.

f. Obligation to provide relocation assistance for evictions based on a governmental 
order for illegally subdivided single family dwellings.

g. Obligation to provide relocation assistance upon a tenant’s intention to terminate 
tenancy under governmental order eviction.

h. Conformance with the Housing Code on requirement to pay relocation assistance due 
to events beyond the control of the landlord.

i. Clarification of the applicability of the RSO to properties first issued a Temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy on or before October 1,1978 and replacement units as set 
forth in Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Subsection A. of Section 151.28.

j. Clarification of evictions for owner, family and resident manager occupancy.

k. Correct punctuation in LAMC Section 151.00.

l. Revision and deletion of reference to obsolete code sections in the RSO and 
the Housing Code.

2. REQUEST the Rent Adjustment Commission (RAC) to adopt rules and/or amend existing 
RAC regulations to effectuate the RSO changes approved by Council.



Fiscal Impact Statement: The HCIDLA reports that approving the proposed RSO amendments 
will not impact the General Fund.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY

In a report to the Mayor dated February 26, 2015, HCIDLA recommends 14 RSO 
amendments. The Department states that Council has amended the RSO from time to time to 
clarity and improve the provisions of the Ordinance. The proposed technical amendments are 
needed to improve the enforcement of the RSO, provide clarity for both tenants and landlords on 
the administration of the City's rent stabilization and housing code enforcement programs, and 
bring the RSO into conformance with the Housing Code and State law. The HCIDLA report 
goes on to discuss each proposed amendment in detail.

At its meeting held September 21, 2016, the Housing Committee discussed this matter with 
HCIDLA staff. The Department representative stated that the proposed amendments are 
needed to clarify RSO provisions, remove obsolete language, and to comply with State law. The 
Department representative went on to state that proposed amendment numbers 4 and 14 are no 
longer necessary. During the public comment period, representatives of tenant advocacy groups 
expressed support for the HCIDLA report. It was stated that the amendments will eliminate 
loopholes and strengthen the rights of tenants.

The Housing Committee recommended that Council request the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance to amend the RSO to incorporate the amendments proposed by HCIDLA, as 
modified to delete proposed amendments numbers 4 and 14; and, to approve the above related 
RAC recommendation.
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