
My name is Anna Olson, and I am the pastor of St. Mary's Episcopal Church, directly adjacent to

the proposed street closure. St. Mary's has been in the neighborhood more than 100 years,

since the days when Koreatown was a heavily Japanese immigrant community called Uptown.

St. Mary's received legal notice of this project only because we own the neighboring property.

We were never approached as a stakeholder in the community, and the project was well into

the design phase when we became aware of it.

Once we heard about the project, here is what we learned.

• The two proposed designs were already completed.

• The designs reflect only one of the several rich and historic cultures present in

Koreatown.

• The designs include provisions for limiting access to the local community. One design

includes walls that would make it impossible for the neighbors even to see the beautiful

improvements inside, much less enjoy use of them.

• No members of the Latino community, a substantial majority of neighborhood residents,

were involved in the design process.

• Leaders of the project seem unaware of the scope of Koreatown's diversity, and

uninformed about significant stakeholders and the complex and tense relationships

among them.

Despite these concerns, St. Mary's has sought and will continue to seek to engage

constructively with this project: we have made our space available for steering committee

meetings and sent a church representative to those meetings, and turned out neighbors for

public comment.

In talking to some of the hundreds of people involved in one way or another in St. Mary's

ministries, here is what we have heard.

• Our church members who commute in from other neighborhoods would be glad to drive

the extra blocks if the closure serves to beautify and unify our community.

• Those who live in the neighborhood are much more wary. This project is sandwiched

between two previous projects, both built on formerly public space with substantial

public funding, that have fallen far short in their outreach and accessibility to the

surrounding community. I have heard again and again, "Why would we give up the

convenience of a street that we use so that someone can lock us out of whatever they

are going to build?"
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I'm not personally against closing streets.

• Close streets so kids can play more and all of us can walk more.
• Close streets to create space for art and music and dance and farmers markets and

leisurely games of chess.

• Close streets so that residents of Koreatown's crowded housing can sit under a tree and
enjoy some flowers.

• Close streets to open space for our fractured communities to come together.

Don't close streets to further divide an already divided community.
• Don't close streets to create more high fences and closed spaces.
• Don't close streets so that only those who can afford to commit to expensive

professional maintenance can hold the keys to what once belonged to all of us.
• Don't close streets to enable projects that communicate that there is not room and

welcome for everyone who lives in Koreatown.

I'll close by saying that I'm not here today under the illusion that my comments will put a hold
on this project. This was clearly already a done deal before we even found out about it. I'm here
because it's not too late to take something that was done poorly and do it well. I, my church,
and our neighbors plan to stay engaged. We will count on your support, as our elected
representatives in taking this vote, to turn this project into something that we all can be proud
of -- something beautiful that has room for all the communities that make up the neighborhood
we love.


