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Dear Councilman Paul Koretz,

Tue, Aug 26, 2014 at 4:00 PM

My partner and I have opened our home and made it available for out of town guests through a home
sharing service (AirBnB). By doing so we were able to afford purchasing and installing something we have
wanted for a long time; a solar water heating system. This effectively removes about 4,000 pounds of carbon
dioxide from polluting the Los Angeles air annually — which is equivalent to not driving our car for four months
every year! These statistics happen to come from:

https://www.energystargov/index.cfm?c=solar_wheat.pr_savings_benefits

So in short home sharing has allowed us to substantially decrease our carbon footprint and to provide clean hot
water for us and our guests without using the already beleaguered existing infrastructure. We also share this
option with our out of town guest so that they can experience hot water totally heated from the sun - thus
spreading the word of a more sustainable choice to our guests.

As such, home-sharing is contributing to cleaner air in Los Angeles, and perhaps in a small way to spreading the

word of sustainable choices throughout the planet.

We in Los Angeles can be an example for others as to how to live more sustainably - homesharing has not only

allowed us the funds to do so, but continues to give us the opportunity to spread the word with my guests. I

would welcome the opportunity to share in more detail my experience with home-sharing should you find it

helpful.

Sincerely,

Michel Horvat
Los Angeles AirBnB Host



8/26/14 8:54 PM

Dear City Council of Los Angeles,

Hello, my name is William Flynn and I reside at 45 Paloma Ave, Apt # 5, Venice, CA 90291.

Originally from Pittsburgh, I moved to Los Angeles about a year ago to be with my girlfriend who

attends USC. At that time, the only person I knew in L.A. happened to have a good job

opportunity but it was in Venice, one of the most expensive places to live in L.A. It's a tech start-

up company, so I chose to live close by so I could put in long hours without a long commute.

I had some savings and was able to stay up to date with student loans and bills, but before

long, that began to run out and over time I had to take out credit and got behind on my bills even

though I was working hard and doing everything I could to stay ahead. I took a risk, and

eventually our start-up was bought by a larger company and I got a pay raise, but not before

digging a hole for myself. In fact, for a long time I wondered if I had made the right move, if I was

going to make it here, or was I going to leave California with my tail tucked between my legs with

no girlfriend, no job and a mountain of debt? It wasn't until I discovered Airbnb's home-sharing

network that I got on top of my bills and regained my confidence.

Since I began home-sharing about 5-7 days a month, my quality of life has increased

dramatically. I'm legitimately a happier, more productive, more stable person because I no

longer have to pick which creditor to pay this month, which meal to skip, and I'm on time with all

of my payments. My credit score is improving so that one day I might be able to buy a car or own

a home. I'm starting to dig myself out of the student loan and credit card debt I've incurred. I'm

finally able to afford a new pair of shoes, or take my girlfriend out to her favorite Italian

restaurant once in a while. Without home-sharing, I would be driving myself further into debt,

eventually would have to leave Venice and everything I have worked for would be lost.

Home-sharing is important to me and to the future of Venice as a whole as it allows hosts

like myself to live and work in Venice, while also enriching Venice with people from all across the

world (our guests). The vision I see for home-sharers in Venice is a neighborhood where regular

people like myself are hosting and getting ahead, not living paycheck to paycheck, while at the

same time keeping Venice a great place to come visit. This will keep great people here and also

bring outside money into the neighborhood. This model is the model Airbnb and other home-

sharing networks are thriving for and a model that would be beneficial to Venice and it's

residents.

There is a distinction, however, I wish to draw between using home-sharing networks in

the manner in which I use it and the way in which property owners and property management

companies are starting to use it. Everyone knows there is a land grab happening in Venice as it

becomes more gentrified. Everyone knows Venice is a hotbed for creativity and innovation (tech,

too!), but as more and more land and property is being bought up and repackaged as high-

income housing or strictly vacation rentals it's becoming harder for locals to find affordable



housing. For long-time locals, they are rightfully upset that property owners and property

management companies are kicking out locals with long-term leases in favor of vacation rentals

that offer higher payouts. Since networks like Airbnb allow property owners the ability to find

vacationers more easily and with little overhead cost, more and more affordable housing is being

replaced by vacation rentals. Moreover, the remaining units that are still long-term leases

thereby have their rates inflated because property owners can afford to press new tenants for

higher prices because demand is so high. This makes it harder for people to find long-term

housing in Venice.

Speaking from personal experience, I rented out short-term studios at inflated prices and

stayed with my girlfriend for 5 months until I finally found a semi-affordable studio. The fees,

deposits and credit requirements in applying for apartments were particularly burdensome. It

simply should not be that hard for someone working in Venice to find a place to live. For Venice

to remain both a cultural hotbed and an attractive tourist destination, home-sharing must be the

preferred way for tourists to stay. In the end, we want people to come to Venice as opposed to

say Santa Monica because we want tourist to spend their money at our restaurants, our bars, our

shops. So what's the solution? Home-sharing by regular folks like me.

We must remember this simply fact: It is the local population that makes Venice so unique

and their presence here is precisely what draws tourists to Venice. Without the locals providing

the culture, over time, it will become a less attractive place and the things that make Venice

"Venice" will be lost. Or worse, we'll see Venice turn into another cookie cutter tourist spot,

which overtime, will make it less attractive to international tourism.

Lastly, and most importantly, I cannot see any good reason to not move forward with the

Economic Impact Study. Honestly, whom is this harming? If the study comes out and shows that

it is positively affecting the neighborhood, then we can find a solution that will make everyone

happy. So who is the real loser if we don't get this passed? The citizens of Venice are who. We

won't know how much more business is being done at our favorite local coffee shops and

boutiques that employ our friends. Most importantly we will have nothing to base the eventually

legislation on, but instead we'll be blind to its impact and make laws that based on beliefs and

not fact. In other words, we will have lost an opportunity to learn something very important

about our neighborhood. That would indeed be a loss.

As a constituent and citizen of this fair city, I urge you to commission this Economic

Impact Study.

Sincerely,

William Flynn
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To: Alan.Alietti@lacity.org

I live in the Hollywood Hills. Over a year ago I made an apt out of an extra space in the house I have owned for
over 25. I am recently retired from the movie business and needed extra income to pay for my daughters college
tuition.

I have had lots of bookings and pride myself on being a good host. I live on the premises and have a personal
relationship with my guests some who have become friends.Many guests have told me that staying here have
made their trip very special and are eager to return.

I have a large book with menus from my favorite small local restaurants, events, markets and other services
around town.This helps my guests experience LA in a much more personal way.

Most of my guests have commented about how helpful this info is and have taken advantage of the suggestions.

Linda Pearl


