
	  

	  

 
February 17, 2015 

 

 
Los Angeles City Council, Energy & Environment Committee: 
Councilmember Felipe Fuentes, 7th District  
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield, 3rd District  
Councilmember Tom Labonge, 4th District  
Councilmember Paul Koretz, 5th District  
 
Los Angeles City Council, Public Works and Gang Reduction Committee:  
Councilmember Joe Buscaino, 15th District 
Councilmember Curren Price, 9th District  
Councilmember Gil Cedillo, 1st District  
 
Re: Support for Motion 14-0748 and Ordinance to Call for Incorporation of 
Green Infrastructure into New Street Construction Projects 
 
Dear Members of Energy & Environment Committee and Public Works & Gang 
Reduction Committee: 

On behalf of the Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation, I write to express 
our strong support for Motion 14-0748 and the establishment of a City Ordinance 
that would require new street construction projects to address stormwater 
treatment and capture through green infrastructure.  
 
The Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation (LA River Corp.) is a non-profit 
venture charged with catalyzing responsible real estate and related economic 
development along the Los Angeles River. We apply an entrepreneurial approach 
to the implementation of the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan, our 
blueprint to restore the river’s ecological functions and transform it into a valuable, 
celebrated recreational and active transportation resource for the City.  
 
Those who have been to the LA River know that it brings together bicyclists, 
families walking their dogs, equestrians, and even kayakers. But there is also 
substantial idle public space along the 51-mile river that is underused and in need 
of positive transformation. Over 300 neglected street-ends abut the LA River. Each 
of these street-ends leads to direct dry and wet weather run off of debris and toxics 
into the LA River, requiring the implementation of stringent water quality standards 
and water treatment down-stream in Long Beach. Not only can improving street-
ends along the river provide new communal gathering spaces, but the 
incorporation of green infrastructure with multi-benefit uses into local streets overall 
can also lead to a cleaner, greener LA River waterway.  
 
The LA River Corp. is attempting to address the environmental impact of river run-
off and support the development of community-centered public space by designing 
and building sustainable civic spaces for all to enjoy, called “Rio Vistas.” Through 
the galvanization of local communities to transform street-ends into neighborhood 
pocket-parks and dry/wet-weather water run off infiltration areas, communities will  
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have new gathering places, expanded points of access to the LA River and a sustainable water 
supply to support the local watershed.    
 
Motion 14-0748, which calls for the use of BMPs and green street infrastructure to infiltrate 
water where appropriate, will create the tools that we need to not only bring our Rio Vista vision 
to life but to also reduce our overall dependence on imported water through regional solutions. 
In many parts of the state, stormwater and dry weather runoff are underutilized sources of 
surface water and groundwater supplies. Instead of being viewed as a resource, runoff is often 
seen as a problem that must be pushed out to the ocean as quickly as possible, hence the use 
of the LA River! 
 
Support Motion 14-0748 and the creation of a new City Ordinance to demonstrate your 
leadership in bringing forth smarter approaches to our water quality and water supply 
issues. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Omar Brownson 
Executive Director 
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