
File No. 14-0813-S3

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to the status of the City's Automated 
Traffic Surveillance and Control (ATSAC) System.

Recommendation fcr Council action:

NOTE and FILE the November 30, 2016 Los Angeles Department of Transportation 
(LADOT) report relative to the status of the City's ATSAC System.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Not applicable.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

Summary:

On January 27, 2016, your Committee considered a Motion (Bonin - Ryu) relative to the status of 
the City's ATSAC System. According to the Motion, the ATSAC System is a computer-based 
traffic signal control system that monitors traffic conditions 3nd system performance. The 
ATSAC System enables real-time adjustment of traffic signal timing for all of the 4,400 signalized 
intersections within the City to help move the public more efficiently across the City. Since its 
inception in 1984, the ATSAC System has continually proven to be a powerful, adaptive, reliable 
and resilient tool for managing congestion on our roadways. With ever increasing gridlock tnat 
choking our roadways and frustrating Angelenos, ATSAC is more vaiuable and necessary than 
ever to keep traffic moving. Faced with increasing traffic congestion, expanding multimodal 
system demands, aging infrastructure and the rapidly changing pace of technology, it is time to 
reassess the full potential of the ATSAC System, plan for resource needs and seek new 
innovative applications. After consideration and having provided an opportunity for public 
comment, the Committee moved to continue the matter pending a full report from the LADOT.

Subsequently, on December 7, 2016, the Committee considered a November 30, 2016 LADOT 
report in response to the Motion. According to the report, the ATSAC System of the LADOT 
has been at the forefront of Technological innovation since the City built it for the 1964 Olympics. 
The system has faithfully servea travelers over the past three decades and has grown to 
encompass all of the City's 4,600 signalized intersections. The ATSAC System has undergone 
several generations of improvements since its inception in 1984 and continues to oe at the 
leading edge of urban mobility innovation. The ATSAC system actively manages the City's vast 
street network and traffic signals and series regional transit systems, such as Metro's bus rapia 
transit lines, tight rail lines, and Metrolink's highway-rail intersections.

With the rapid rise of now technologies such as self-driving cars and tne introduction of high- 
capacity transit like the Wiishire Bus Rapid Transit Line and the Expo Light Rail Line, the ATSAC 
System must evolve into an innovation platform. The challenges ahead in the increasingly digital 
and connected world are unique and require nothing short of a transformation of the existing 
system to fit the new paradigm outlined in LADOT's transportation technology strategy released 
in August 2016. The "Urban Mobility in a Digital Age" strategy states that LADOT and its 
ATSAC System "will need to deploy and support an ecosystem of advanced technologies to 
meet policy objectives and create truly great streets for all Angelenos "



As the technological backbone of the City's road network, ATSAC plays a critical role in 
supporting this vision and LADOT designed the ATSAC 3.0 Program to bridge the existing 
system to the future. ATSAC 3.0 delivers technological innovations and improved services in the 
following areas:

a. Connected and automated vehicles

b. Data sharing

c. Technology/software/mobile applications

d. Infrastructure investment

When the City created ATSAC for the 1984 LA Olympics, it was a technological marvel critical tc 
the success of the Games and vital to ensuring the sustainable growth of the LA region. As the 
City contemplates the return of the Olympic Games in 2024, it is timely that it prepares the next 
generation of ATSAC to harness the latest technologies in Big Data, internet of Things, and 
Connected and Autonomous Vehicles to once again put the City on the map for its pioneering 
work with transportation technologies and prepare the system to carry the region for the coming 
decades, the future.

After further consideration and having providea an opportunity for public comment, the 
Committee moved to note and file the November 30, 2016 LADOT report. This matter is now 
submitted to Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted, 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

MEMBER VOTE
BONIN: VES
KORETZ: ABSENT 
HUZAR: YES
MARTINEZ. ABSENT 
RYU: YES
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12/7/16

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS-


