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MOTION

The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) released a study
in 2013 that examined the mortality patterns and cancer incidence in approximately
30,000 firefighters employed since 1950 through 2009 in San Francisco, Chicago
and Philadelphia. The study found that firefighters had higher rates of several types
of cancers, and of all cancers combined, than the U.S. population as a whole. These
findings were generally consistent with the results of several previous, smaller studies.
However, because the new study had a large study population followed for a longer
period of time, the results strengthen the evidence for the relation between firefighting
and cancer.

Firefighters are exposed to contaminants from fires that are known or suspected to
cause cancer. These contaminants release highly toxic compounds that contaminate
firefighters' personal protective equipment (PPE). National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) 1851 establishes the standard for cleaning and decontaminating PPE to reduce
safety risks and potential health risks associated with poorly maintained, contaminated
or damaged firefighting protective ensembles. Toxins that a firefighter will come into
contact with are found in soot, trapped within the fibers of soiled ensembles or absorbed
into the materials themselves. Contact with the soiled ensembles increase the risk of
the contaminants being introduced into the body. Additionally, soiled or contaminated
ensembles can have reduced protective performance. Cleaning and decontaminating
PPE through the use of extractor washing machines limits on-going exposure to
carcinogens, as well as pathogens, and other toxins that pose health risks.

The Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) has 108 facilities and only 38 are equipped
with extractor washing machines. The LAFD proposes a five year plan to install
extractors at the remaining 70 facilities. The cost to install 14 extractors each fiscal
year is approximately $378,000 ($7,000 per extractor; $20,000 for each electrical/
plumbing installation). The Los Angeles Fire Foundation has donated 14 extractor
washing machines to cover the first year; however, the City must bear the electrical and
plumbing installation costs estimated at $280,000.

I THEREFORE MOVE that City Council instruct the City Administrative Officer to work
with the Los Angeles Fire Department to provide funding of $280,000 to cover the costs
to install 14 extractor washing machines donated by the Los Angeles Fire Foundation
that will enable firefighters to decontaminate personal protective equipment.
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