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Last month, in the case ofDesertrain v. City of Los Angeles, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
that Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 85.02, which prohibits people from using vehicles
parked on public streets as living quarters, is unconstitutionally vague and raises the possibility of
arbitrary enforcement against homeless people.

The Ninth Circuit made clear in Desertrain that the City may curtail camping in vehicles on public
streets to address legitimate public health, safety and welfare concerns but must spell out prohibited
conduct in terms that are sufficiently clear to place the public on notice as to what behavior violates the
law.

Our residential neighborhoods should not become unregulated campgrounds, with travelers, visitors and
unknown strangers living just a few feet from the homes of our residents. Unregulated camping in
vehicles in a residential neighborhood threatens a neighborhood's quality of life, and raises public health,
safety and welfare concerns. In many communities, transients seeking to "live off the grid" camp in front
of the homes of taxpayers, creating disruptions, harassing residents, and spilling sewage into the streets.
Cities up and down the California coast have understandably passed rules banning vehicular camping for
this reason.

At the same time, homelessness is not and should not be a crime. The City must ensure its laws
safeguard the constitutional rights of all of its residents -- including the unhoused. In many cases, people
who have lost their job or their home, who have been evicted from their apartment, or are fleeing
domestic violence, manage to live in their vehicle rather than on the street. A city policy that forces a
person out of their car and tells them to sleep instead on cold pavement is heartless and makes no
sense.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the City Attorney, with the assistance of the
CLA, CAO, LAHSA, LAPD and HCID, report to the Council, in closed session, within thirty days, on
what legal options are available to the City to protect residential neighborhoods from becoming
campgrounds without criminalizing homelessness and violating the constitutional rights of the unhoused.
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