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August 22, 2014

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
Chair APHAR Committee 
Re: CIF 14-1062

Councilmember O’Farrell:

The Echo Park Improvement Association supports the reimplementation of the 
ordinance that regulates commercial sales and services in parks - (63.44. B3) as an 
important tool for peace officers to keep our city parks available to use safely for all as 
intended, and free of liability.

As you are aware, the community of Echo Park has wrestled with significant issues 
particularly at Echo Park Lake with the suspension of this ordinance. We saw a 
massive and intransigent swap meet just prior to the lake rehabilitation project amidst 
an environment of lawlessness, leaving the City with potentially liable for a myriad of 
damages; denying the residents of Echo Park and Los Angeles with the ability to use 
the park as intended.

Now that the lake is open and so beautiful and popular, we do not want to have to go 
through this again, nor see other unpermitted activities. Likewise, we do not want to 
see this type of activity occur in Elysian Park. Per the City Charter, our parks are set 
aside as “parkland forever inviolate.” We need this tool for law enforcement to 
preserve access to open space for all.

RAP policy already has a path forward for permitting sales in parks, and the department 
and board can regulate the amount of vending or services in the parks to allow full 
access at all times to the general public for whom the enjoyment of parks is intended. 
Please provide law enforcement the tools they need to better keep our parks safe and 
clean, free for the use of the greater public and not for the private gain of unpermitted 
commercial vendors.

Thank you for your consideration:

Andrew Garsten, EPIA President
Cc: Mayor Eric Garcetti, Councilmembers Price, Cedillo, Buscaino & LaBonge, LA City 
Attorney, LA City Clerk


