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Council File 14-1062 

 

Dear Councilmember O’Farrell: 

 

 Re:  Amendment of Subdivision 3 of Subsection B of LAMC Section 63.44  

 

This letter is in support of amendment of Subdivision 3 of Subsection B of Los Angeles Municipal Code 

Section 63.44 (the “Ordinance”), which regulates commercial sales and services in parks. The Ordinance 

helps preserve public access to the City’s parkland. The Ordinance is an important tool for the Los 

Angeles Police Department and the Park Rangers to keep our shared public spaces safe.  Finally, the 

Ordinance prevents the City’s unnecessary exposure 

 

The Los Angeles City Charter provides “All lands heretofore or hereafter set apart or dedicated as a 

public park shall forever remain for the use of the public inviolate...” The Department of Recreation & 

Parks (“RAP”) already has a policy that allows properly permitted commercial activity in our parks. The 

parks must remain free for the use of the greater public and not for the private gain of unpermitted 

commercial vendors. 

 

Without enforcement of the Ordinance, there is a spirit of lawlessness. Currently with the suspension of 

the Ordinance, anyone one can enter a park and set up private commercial activities such as yoga classes 

or paid pony rides.  Anyone injured in the course of one of these activities will surely see the City as a 

deep pocketed target for litigation. 

 

RAP must regulate the amount of vending and services in the parks to allow full access at all times to the 

general public for whom the enjoyment of parks is intended.  Enforcing the Ordinance will ensure that all 

permitted vendors carry appropriate liability insurance.  I strongly urge the APHAR Committee to move 

reinstatement of the Ordinance to the full City Council for consideration. 

 

/s/ 

 

Ari Bessendorf 

Board Member, Citizens Committee to Save Elysian Park 

Vice-President, Echo Park Improvement Association 

 

cc: Mayor Eric Garcetti 

cc: Councilmember Curren Price 

cc: Councilmember Gil Cedillo 

cc: Councilmember Joseph Buscaino 

cc: Councilmember Tom LaBonge 

 


