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On May 10,2017, the City Council approved ordinance number 184907, the “Unapproved Dwelling 
Unit” (UDU) ordinance. The intent of this ordinance is to provide a vehicle for legalising so-called 
“bootleg” apartment units that have been providing affordable housing for thousands of Angelenos for 
decades.

This ordinance provides a means by which units dted by the Systematic Code Enforcement Program or 
other City inspection programs may be legalized instead of forcing owners to permanently shut them 
down at great expense while creating a housing dilemma for tenants who end up the unwitting victims of 
the enforcement process. As Los Angeles’ homelessness crisis has grown and impacted more and more 
parsons who transition from being housed directly to being homeless, losing these units becomes 
increasingly counterproductive.

Section 10(d) of the ordinance (LAMC Section 14.00(A) 10(d)) states that units being legalized under the 
UDU must comply with existing zoning for the property in question, with eight exceptions.
Unfortunately this creates a dilemma for a modest number of unapproved units in buildings that, for 
whatever reason, have remained or been rendered non-conforming via such zoning actions as General 
Plan/Zoning Consistency, community plan updates and others. Some of these buildings were in 
conformance with the underlying zoning when they were built, the unapproved units they contain 
notwithstanding. Legalizing an unapproved unit in such a building is, in reality, no different than 
legalizing one in a building that conforms to the zoning except on paper.

With the city’s shortage of affordable rental units estimated to number in the hundreds of thousands, the 
City can ill afford to lose any already-existing units for any reason, especially technicalities. The Council 
should consider modifying the UDU to make unapproved units in non-conforming buildings under certain 
designated circumstances, provided that the properties meet the other requirements of the ordinance.

These circumstances should include a) the location of the property within an Historic District; b) evidence 
that the building as permitted was conforming at the time it was built; c) the age of the building being 
more than 20 years; d) the age of the unapproved unit being more than 20 years; or e) evidence that the 
building, including its one or more unapproved units, has previously been approved by the City during 
inspections or for permits.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of City Planning prepare an amendment to LAMC Section
14.00(A) 10(d) to include an additional group of zoning exceptions encompassing the provisions 
suggested in paragraph 5 above for presentation to the CitwCfeuncil at the earliest opportunity.
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