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Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Implementation of Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project “Alternative 20”

Dear Members of the City Council:

Public Counsel submits this letter to express both our enthusiasm and concerns regarding 
the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project and the ARBOR study (Alternative 20) 
FE1R approved by City Council on June 29, 2016. Public Counsel is a nonprofit law firm 
serving low-income communities in Greater Los Angeles. We have been working with nearly 
one hundred River stakeholder organizations to ensure River revitalization is realized equitably 
and bnngs environmental, economic and health benefits to existing low-income residents of 
River neighborhoods. We are excited by the possibilities of a restored River and applaud the 
work that has led to this moment. By moving forward with Alternative 20, the City Council has 
signaled its commitment to a transformative project of environmental and urban revitalization.

We also know that River communities are facing displacement threats and inequitable 
development as a result of land speculation sparked, in part, by the ARBOR study. River 
residents have made these neighborhoods their home, in part, because they have been affordable 
on modest wages. Approval of Alternative 20 is likely to exacerbate land speculation in these 
neighborhoods and underscores the need to ensure that these neighborhoods remain affordable as 
River restoration proceeds.

For this transformative investment to succeed, the City must ensure that River restoration 
has equity at its core. Revitalization efforts must follow community-led decision making and be 
transparent and accountable to the public at every step. In this regard, the City should facilitate 
the creation of an easily accessible, user-friendly online database containing comprehensive 
information on every publicly funded proposal and project accessible in the many languages 
spoken by River community members. Further, public funding must advance equitable outcomes 
and always require applicants to include an evaluation of racial, economic, and environmental 
justice impacts.

Moreover, equitable redevelopment mandates that low-income residents currently living 
along the River can stay in their homes and access the resources and opportunities that 
redevelopment promises. Given the very serious displacement hazard faced by current residents, 
the City must prioritize the preservation and production of affordable housing. Fortunately, the 
City has tools at its disposal to mitigate displacement and protect these vulnerable residents,
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many of whom are children.1 Accordingly, through Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts, 
land use planning, and other development measures, the City must require significant set asides 
for affordable housing at deep affordability levels.

Additionally, to ensure that River communities benefit from this ambitious undertaking, 
revitalization projects should be required to target hiring toward disadvantaged applicants and 
employ a significant portion of their workforce from local neighborhoods. These projects must 
provide high-road employment standards

In short, if River revitalization is to succeed, it must be a model of equitable 
redevelopment. We are confident this Council possesses the courage and leadership to ensure 
this success.

Greg Bonett, UCLA Law Lowell Milken Institute Fellow

1 For example, m Elysian Valley, where residents are facing strong displacement pressure, 31% of residents are 
children, See “Elysian Valley Profile - Mapping L.A.” available at 
http://mans.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/elvsian-vallev/.

Sincerely,

http://mans.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/elvsian

